Strayer, Tess

From: Mamuscia, Jodie <Jodie_Mamuscia@fws.gov>

Sent: Friday, March 6, 2026 1:53 PM

To: Strayer, Tess; Shellenberger, Pamela

Cc: Bill Greenwood; Lohr, Andrew; Ojserkis, Max

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Project Atlas Development- South Whitehall Township, Lehigh
County, PA

Hi Tess,

Thank you very much for the below information. Although regulations at 50 CFR 17.22 and 50 CFR 17.32 do not require
notifying the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service if the project proponent determines take to listed species will not occur, we
appreciate notification of your determinations. Should new information reveal take to listed species will occur and you
decide to seek an incidental take permit, we are available to assist with that process. Otherwise, no further coordination is
required with the Service.

Thank you,

Jodie Mamuscia

Field Office Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Pennsylvania Ecological Services Field Office
110 Radnor Rd, Suite 101

State College, PA 16801

413-834-0707 (cell)

From: Strayer, Tess <Tess.Strayer@kimley-horn.com>

Sent: Friday, March 6, 2026 11:43 AM

To: Mamuscia, Jodie <Jodie_Mamuscia@fws.gov>; Shellenberger, Pamela <pamela_shellenberger@fws.gov>

Cc: Bill Greenwood <bill.greenwood@edged.us>; Lohr, Andrew <Andrew.Lohr@kimley-horn.com>; Ojserkis, Max
<Max.QOjserkis@kimley-horn.com>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Project Atlas Development- South Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, PA

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening
attachments, or responding.
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Good morning, Jodie and Pam,

Firstly, thank you both so much for your guidance and feedback throughout this project. It is greatly
appreciated by the project team.

Project Background

Project Atlas is a proposed data center development situated on a 410-ac. plot of land within South
Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. The project team began due diligence efforts in
Summer 2025 which included screening the project through the PNDI and IPAC Portals. The PA Game
Commission deferred review to USFWS. No further coordination was required with PGC. USFWS
indicated that the project is within the range of IB, NLEB and the bog turtle.

The project is seeking an Approved Jurisdictional Determination (AJD) from USACE with the submitted
wetland permit. We anticipate no USACE involvement due to these wetlands being isolated.

A summary of activities to date is included below:

Federally Listed Bats

A bat acoustic survey was completed in June 2025. Seventeen of the calls were classified as ambiguous
between the Indiana bat, which is a federally listed species, and the little brown bat. However, given the
low level of these calls detected, the study did not indicate potential presence of a myotis roost. One
call was manually classified as the tricolored bat (federally proposed).

72 acres of trees must be cleared to facilitate development.

We understand that the project is located within two miles of a known hibernaculum thus making the
trees onsite suitable spring staging/fall swarming habitat. The project proponent has agreed to the
following avoidance and minimization measures. These measures are further outlined in the attached
BCP.
o Winter Tree Clearing — the project team will clear trees between November 15 and March 31.
o Reforestation -The project team determined that approximately six acres of trees could be
replanted onsite.
o The project team will select Pennsylvania native species trees preferred listed bats in
genera such as Acer, Carya, Fraxinus, Platanus, Populus, Quercus, Ulmus.
e RES Credits - The project proponent has secured 33.75 Indiana bat habitat credits which were
purchased from RES. The Project Area is within Zone 4 per USFWS’s Draft Indiana Bat
Conservation Zones.

The Project Proponent has determined that, with the implementation of these avoidance and
minimization measures, the development of Project Atlas will not result in take of federally listed or
proposed federally listed bat species.

Bog Turtle
On July 2, 2025, a Qualified Bog Turtle Surveyor (QBTS) from ECS Mid-Atlantic, LLC performed a Phase |

habitat survey at the Project area. Based on the survey, no bog turtle habitat was identified and so bog
turtle is not anticipated to be present in the Project Area. No avoidance or minimization measures are
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necessary for bog turtle. The Project Proponent has determined that the development of Project
Atlas will not result in take of bog turtles.

Northeastern bulrush

The Northeast Species determination key (Dkey) indicated that the Project Area is located within the
range of the northeastern bulrush. Discussions with USFWS indicated that this species is proposed to be
delisted. The northeastern bulrush is usually found in vernal pools at higher elevations. Wetlands onsite
are isolated features and have been heavily degraded from ongoing agriculture practices. Additionally,
the Project Area is located around 415 above mean sea level. The wetlands that are onsite are not
believed to be suitable habitat for the northern bulrush. No avoidance or minimization measures are
necessary for the northern bulrush. The Project Proponent has determined that the development of
Project Atlas will not result in take of northeastern bulrush.

Conclusions

e Project Atlas will obtain an AJD from USACE to confirm that there is no federal nexus for the
development.

e The Project Proponent has determined that the development of Project Atlas will not result in
take of bog turtles

e The Project Proponent has determined that the development of Project Atlas will not result in
take of northeastern bulrush.

e The Project Proponent has determined that, with the implementation of these avoidance and
minimization measures, the development of Project Atlas will not result in take of federally listed
or proposed federally listed bat species.

o The project proponent has agreed to clear trees in the winter, reforest approximately six
acres of trees and has purchased bat credits from RES.

Thank you,
Tess

Tess Strayer, PWS

Kimley-Horn | Two Liberty Place, 50 S. 16" Street, Suite 3300, Philadelphia, PA 19102
Direct: (267) 807-3277 | www.kimley-horn.com

Celebrating 18 years as one of FORTUNE'’s 100 Best Companies to Work For
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