
 

 

Township of South Whitehall 
Lehigh County, Pennsylvania 

 

Public Safety Commission 
 

May 4, 2026 – 7:00 PM 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

AGENDA ITEM #1 – Call to Order 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 - Approval of March 2, 2026 Minutes 
 

AGENDA ITEM #3 – Old Business 
 
AGENDA ITEM #4 – Courtesy of the Floor 
 

AGENDA ITEM #5 – New Business 
 

A. Commissioners Report 
 

B. Fire Companies Report 
 
C. Emergency Management Team Report 
 
D. Police Report 
 

E. Emergency Medical Services Report 
 
F. Parkland School District Report 
 
G. Member Concerns 
 
H. Public Works Projects 
 
I. Township Community Events 
 

J. Subdivision Review 
 

1. Nestle Purina Wastewater Treatment Upgrades, 2021-102 
 

a. Fire Marshal Review 
b. Fire Company Review 
c. Emergency Management Review 



 

 

d. Police Review 
e. Emergency Medical Services Review 
f. Parkland School District Review 
g. Motion for Recommendation 

 
AGENDA ITEM #6 – Adjournment 
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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING                          MINUTES                             March 2, 2026 
 

A Public Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Public Safety Commission 
was held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 
Walbert Avenue, Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 

 
 Members attending were: 
 
  Thomas Yezerski, Chairman 

Richard Snyder, Vice Chairman 
Andrew Garger, Chief, Greenawalds Fire Department 

  Jeff Kelly, Emergency Management Coordinator 
  Dr. Tony Naradko, Parkland School District 
  Barry Search, Chief, Woodlawn Fire Department 

Michael Smith, At Large Member 
Val Strock, Chief, Tri-Clover Fire Company 

              
Board of Commissioner Members attending were: 

 
Diane Kelly 

   
Others attending were: 

 
  Carrie Frey, Director of Operations, Cetronia Ambulance Corps. 
  
 Township Staff attending were: 
  
  Herb Bender, Director of Township Operations 

Steve Brown, Captain, Police Department 
John Frantz, Fire Marshal 
Thomas Petrucci, Township Manager 

   
AGENDA ITEM #1 - CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
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 The minutes of January 12, 2026 were approved as submitted. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 - OLD BUSINESS 
 

None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #4 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 
 

None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #5 - NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Commissioner’s Report 
 
  None. 
 
 B. Fire Companies Report 
 

Mr. Frantz indicated that Chief Diaz was attending training and that he 
indicated that he would submit a report at a later date to be included in the 
minutes. 
 
Chief Garger submitted the response report via email for Greenawalds for 
the months of January and February 2026.  It is included as an attachment 
to these minutes.  Greenawalds responded to sixty-one calls for the month 
of January 2026 and fifty-two calls for the month of February 2026.  He 
highlighted items contained in the report.   
 
A new replacement Rescue has been ordered from Pierce Manufacturing.  
It has a forty-four month lead time for delivery. 
 
Greenawalds and Cetronia Ambulance personnel successfully 
resuscitated and individual who was having a cardiac arrest. 
 
Chief Strock reported that Tri-Clover responded to thirty-one calls for the 
month of January 2026 and twenty-nine calls for the month of February 
2026.   
 
There were two working house fires in Tri-Clover’s South Whitehall 
Township response area.  Their station was staffed during the recent large 
snowstorms.  Their personnel performed ice rescue training, CPR and 
AED recertification, and will be holding hazardous materials refresher and 
wildland fire training in the next few months.  They are in the process of 
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updating their standard operating guidelines.  Five individuals who were 
previous members have returned to the department and Tri-Clover will be 
attending the Resource Fair at the Parkland High School as a member 
recruitment tool. 
 
Chief Search submitted the response report for Woodlawn for the month 
of February 2026.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes. 
Woodlawn responded to fifty-nine calls for the month of February 2026.  
He highlighted items contained in the report. 

 
C. Emergency Management Team Report 

 
Coordinator Kelly submitted the Emergency Management reports via 
email for the months of January and February 2026.  They are included as 
attachments to these minutes.  He highlighted items contained in the 
reports. 

 
 D. Police Report 

 
Captain Brown reported that the Police had one thousand, four-hundred 
and nineteen reports, eighty-nine motor vehicle crashes, and made forty 
arrests and two-hundred and fifty-seven vehicle stops for the month of 
February 2026.  They completed one hundred and sixty-two hours of 
training on taser recertification, search and seizure, active shooters, and 
PA inspection regulations. 
 
All of the new officers that had been previously certified and the newest 
Sergeant are now off FTO training.  The police will be partnering with the 
Pennsylvania State Police for speed enforcement in the construction area 
on PA Route 309 near Tilghman Street.  The next Lehigh County Chiefs of 
Police Consortium test will take place in April 2026, the next Crime Watch 
meeting will be held on March 10, 2026, and the police will be attending 
the Parkland Resource and Career Fairs. 

 
 E. Emergency Medical Services Report 
 

Director Frey reported that Cetronia responded to two-hundred ALS and 
one hundred and thirty-seven BLS calls for the month of January 2026.  
One of those calls was handled by mutual aid providers.  They responded 
to two-hundred and six ALS and one hundred and twelve BLS calls for the 
month of February 2026.  Eight of those calls were handled by mutual aid 
providers.  The busiest hour was the 1:00 pm hour and the busiest day of 
the week was Friday. 
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 F. Parkland School District Report 
 

Dr. Naradko expressed his appreciation for the communication that took 
place between school district personnel and township personnel during 
the winter storm events. 
 
A groundbreaking ceremony for the high school building addition project 
will be held on March 6, 2026.  This project has been in the planning 
process for many years. 
 
He provided an update for current projects where funding grants were 
received.  The door access control project is being completed.  Access 
fobs for first responders will be distributed in the next few months.  A 
project to rekey the exterior door locks and a project to add additional 
cameras at the elementary schools are being conducted. 
 
A new grant application for $291,000 has been written for the installation 
of impact resistant window films for the district building vestibules and 
exterior doors.  
 
A meeting will be held with the School Resource Officers to review issues 
from this school year and to plan the future program direction.    

 
 G. Member Concerns 
 
  None. 
 
 H. Public Works Projects 
 

Director Bender reported that the traffic signal improvements for Mauch 
Chunk Road between Presidential Drive and Scherersville Road are 
starting.  This project will include work and lane restrictions during both the 
day and night.  

 
I.  Township Community Events 
 

Manager Petrucci reported that the next events are the fishing derby and 
the Earth Day cleanup at Covered Bridge Park. 

 
J. Subdivision Review 
 

1. PSD Transportation Center Lot Consolidation, 4362 and 4434 
Orefield Road, 2025-101 
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a. Fire Marshal Review 
 

Mr. Frantz explained that this plan submission indicates that the 
ownership of Stadium Drive will stay with the township 
maintaining its status as a public road.  Township easements 
and right-of-way along Stadium Drive will be maintained. 

 
b. Fire Company Review 

 
No comments. 

 
c. Emergency Management Review 

 
Coordinator Kelly questioned the lot lines being provided in the 
middle of the Stadium Drive. 
 
Mr. Frantz indicated that the plan indicates that the township 
right-of-way is being maintained along Stadium Drive. 

 
d. Police Review 

 
No comments. 

 
e. Emergency Medical Services Review 

 
No comments. 

 
f. Parkland School District Review 

 
No comments. 

 
g. Motion for Recommendation 

 
The Commission made no recommendations to the plan. 

 
2. PSD Transportation Center, Land Development, 4362 and 4434 

Orefield Road, 2025-108 
 

a. Fire Marshal Review 
 

Mr. Frantz indicated that this plan has changed since its last 
review by Commission.  A proposed building at the north 
corners of the existing bus garage and transportation office 
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buildings has been eliminated.  This area is now proposed as a 
vehicle parking area.  
 
A vehicle fuel island and storage building are indicated on the 
north side of the property near Orefield Road.  A fire hydrant is 
not indicated within three-hundred feet of these buildings. 
 
A fire apparatus turning radius plan was provided.  The travel 
path includes the roadway to Orefield Road.  A bus snow 
scraper is indicated on this road.  No details are provided 
concerning the clearance height of the snow scraper.  The 
scraper will also generate a large accumulation of snow on the 
roadway below the scraper which will affect emergency vehicle 
access.  Construction details should be provided for the snow 
scraper, and the snow scraper should be relocated to an area 
outside of the emergency vehicle access roadways. 
 
Two gates are being proposed to limit access on the new road 
through the property.  No details are provided for the gates.  
These gates should be designed to be siren-openable for 
emergency vehicles. 

 
b. Fire Company Review 

 
Chief Strock indicated that he is familiar with the operation of 
the bus snow scraper and that it clears approximately two-
hundred and forty square feet of snow several inches deep from 
a single bus.  This will hinder emergency vehicle access on the 
road at the scraper.  He does not see an area to receive the 
snow when it is pushed off the road.  He indicated that the bus 
snow scraper should be relocated to an area that does not 
interfere with traffic flow. 
 
Chief Strock indicated that the roadway access gates should be 
siren-openable for emergency vehicles. 
 
Chief Strock indicated that there is a concern regarding the 
roadway access onto Orefield Road.  Visibility there is limited by 
a hump on Orefield Road.  A bus that can be up to thirty-eight 
feet in length would take time turning left out of the roadway 
across eastbound traffic onto westbound Orefield Road.  The 
turning radius for turning right out of the roadway onto 
eastbound Orefield Road crosses the centerline of Orefield 
Road.  This roadway access configuration could be negotiated 



I:\Public Safety Commission\Minutes\2026\2026.03.02 Public Safety Commisison Minutes - 2Mar26.docx 

 Page 7 of 27 

by up to seventy buses, two times a day, sometimes in 
darkness. 
 
Vice Chairman Snyder inquired how the previously proposed 
Nexus 78 project would impact this subdivision.  
 
Chief Strock indicated that he believes that Nexus 78 was 
denied by North Whitehall Township, but that denial is currently 
under appeal in the court system.  He and Vice Chairman 
Snyder are concerned that truck traffic generated by the Nexus 
78 project would add to safety concerns of the school district 
access road connection to Orefield Road. 
 
Vice Chairman Snyder inquired if warning lights could be 
installed on Orefield Road to alert traffic to the school district 
entrance during high traffic times. 
 
Mr. Frantz indicated that Orefield Road is a PENNDOT roadway 
and that the requirement for warning lights would be under their 
review. 

 
c. Emergency Management Review 

 
Coordinator Kelly indicated that he would like to have a right 
turn in, right turn out roadway configuration for the access road 
onto Orefield Road. 
 

d. Police Review 
 

No comments. 
 

e. Emergency Medical Services Review 
 

No comments. 
 

f. Parkland School District Review 
 

Dr. Naradko Indicated that he cannot envision that left turns out 
of the access roadway onto westbound Orefield Road will work. 
Traffic flow utilizing Stadium Drive to Lime Kiln Road would be 
more appropriate. 
 
Director Bender inquired about what times the access gate on 
the roadway near Orefield Road would be open.  Vehicles 
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coming off Orefield Road needing to stop at a closed gate could 
cause traffic queueing issues onto Orefield Road. 

 
g. Motion for Recommendation 

 
Vice Chairman Snyder made a motion, seconded by Chief 
Strock, and followed by a unanimous affirmative vote, that the 
Commission make the following recommendations to the plan. 

 
1. A SALDO compliant fire hydrant should be provided for 

the fuel island and storage building 
. 

2. Construction details should be provided for review for the 
bus snow scraper. 

 
3. The bus snow scraper should be relocated to an area 

that is not designated for emergency vehicle access and 
provides an area for the piling of snow. 

 
4. The roadway vehicle access gates should be designed 

for activation by emergency vehicle sirens. 
 

5. The roadway access onto Orefield Road should be 
designed as a right in, right out configuration.   

 
6. The roadway access onto Orefield Road should be 

configured to provide sufficient width for fire apparatus to 
negotiate the turn without needing to cross lanes of 
travel. 

 
7. The location of the vehicle access gate on the roadway 

near Orefield Road should be reconfigured to eliminate 
the potential for traffic queueing onto Orefield Road. 

 
8. The impact of traffic generated by the Nexus 78 

subdivision should be evaluated for its effect on this 
subdivision.    

 
AGENDA ITEM #6 - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:48 p.m. 
 
 
ADOPTED THIS DATE: 



I:\Public Safety Commission\Minutes\2026\2026.03.02 Public Safety Commisison Minutes - 2Mar26.docx 

 Page 9 of 27 

 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Secretary 
 
__________________________________ 
Chairman 
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