
 

 
 
 

 
2024 Landscape and Shade Tree  

Annual Report 
 

 

The South Whitehall Township (SWT) Landscape and Shade Tree Commission is pleased to 
present their 2024 Annual Report. This report has been prepared by the Parks & Recreation 
Manager In accordance with the requirements of § 58025 of the First-Class Township Code. 
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I. Landscape and Shade Tree Commission Composition 
A. The Landscape and Shade Tree Commission is a three-member Commission, 

comprised of Township residents all appointed by the South Whitehall Township 
Board of Commissioners. 

B. The Commission typically meets on the fourth Monday of each month to conduct 
public business. 
 

II. Roles and Responsibilities 
A. The Landscape and Shade Tree Commission serves various functions to improve 

the urban forest and trees within the public right-of-way. In accordance with the 
First Class Township Code, all trees in the public right-of-way are regulated by the 
Landscape and Shade Tree Commission through the provisions of South Whitehall 
Township Ordinance 330 Trees. Many of these actions are carried out through a 
designated Township Shade Tree Coordinator, including the administration of 
shade tree permits. Prior to removal, trimming, or planting of a shade tree, a 
property owner must obtain a shade tree permit from the Township. 

B. The Landscape and Shade Tree Commission serves as a quasi-judicial body that 
reviews property owner appeals of shade tree permit denials or permit conditions.  

C. The Landscape and Shade Tree Commission also reviews land development plans 
to confirm compliance with applicable shade tree requirements listed in the 
Township’s Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance (SALDO) and provides 
recommendations on tree species, layout, and installation for shade trees as 
applicable.  

D. Members of the Landscape and Shade Tree Commission occasionally work with 
the staff liaison to assist with additional projects, programs, and development of 
materials related to the goals of the Landscape and Shade Tree Commission 
and/or Ordinance 330 Trees.  
 

III. 2024 Activities & Milestone Accomplishments:  
A. Administrative 

 The South Whitehall Township Park & Recreation Board typically meet on the 
fourth Monday of each month. The Board conducted 9 regular monthly public 
meetings in 2024, with 3 cancellations.  

 2 new members were appointed to the Commission in 2024 
B. Land Development Plan Reviews 

 Major Plans- 8 
 Minor Plans- 3  
 Land Development Waiver Requests- 1  

https://ecode360.com/SO2458/laws/LF1973076.pdf
https://ecode360.com/SO2458/laws/LF1973076.pdf


C. Permits  
 The Shade Tree Coordinator approved and issued 40 permits in 2024  
 The Shade Tree Coordinator confirmed conditions were met and closed out 7 

previously issued permits 
D. Ordinances 

 The Board of Commissioners adopted the updated Landscape and Shade Tree 
Commission ordinance, outlining membership, duties, responsibilities, and other 
administrative details. 

 The Board of Commissioners adopted Chapter 330 Trees, recognizing the 
importance of the urban forest and outlining requirements related to Shade 
Trees in the Township.  

 The Landscape and Shade Tree Commission reviewed relevant sections of the 
Township SALDO and Zoning Ordinances.  

E. Policy 
 The Landscape and Shade Tree Commission reviewed the current Shade Tree 

Policy & Guide and discussed the need for future updates.  
 Members also reviewed the current list of approve shade tree species and 

started to make notes for future updates to this list. 
 Members discussed potential opportunities for more involvement from the 

Commission regarding proper shade tree installation and maintenance.  
 

IV. Landscape and Shade Tree Commission Goals for 2025: 
A. Review and update the Township Shade Tree Permit Application.  
B. Update the approved Shade Tree Species list. 
C. Identify source material and outline an update to the Shade Tree Policy & Guide.  


