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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

LANDSCAPE AND SHADE TREE COMMISSION 
March 23, 2026 - 6:00 PM 

AGENDA 
AGENDA ITEM # 1 - CALL TO ORDER 
 
AGENDA ITEM # 2 - ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

Minutes of the February 23, 2026 meeting 
 
AGENDA ITEM # 3 – CORRESPONDENCE REVIEW 

A. St. Joseph’s Solar 
Major Plan 2025-103 (Preliminary/Final) 
Plan Date February 12, 2026 
 

B. Chase Bank at Roma 
Major Plan 2025-104 (Preliminary/Final) 
Plan Date February 3, 2026 
 

C. PSD Transportation Center – Lot Consolidation 
Major Plan 2025-101 (Preliminary/Final) 
Plan Date February 12, 2026 
 

D. PSD Transportation Center – Land Development 
Major Plan 2025-106 (Preliminary/Final) 
Plan Date February 12, 2026 

 
AGENDA ITEM # 4 – SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 

A. St. Joseph’s Solar 
Major Plan 2025-103 (Preliminary/Final) 
Plan Date March 12, 2026 

 
AGENDA ITEM # 5 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 

 
AGENDA ITEM # 6 – ADJOURNMENT  
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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

LANDSCAPE AND SHADE TREE COMMISSION 
 

PUBLIC MEETING                                 MINUTES                             FEBRUARY 23, 2026 
 The Regular Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Landscape and Shade Tree 
Commission was held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 
Walbert Avenue, Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 

Members in attendance: 
Stacey Nash 
Tim Nash 

 
Staff members in attendance: 

Chris Strohler, Long-Range Planner 
 
 Public in attendance: 
  Emily Lenneville  
 
AGENDA ITEM #1 – CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 – ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the December 15, 2025 meeting were accepted as submitted 
 
AGENDA ITEM # 3 – ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

The Commission members decided to table Election of Officers until next meeting when 
all members could be present.  
 
AGENDA ITEM # 4 – CORRESPONDENCE REVIEW 

A. St. Paul Orthodox Church  
Major Plan 2023-104 (Preliminary/Final) 
Plan Date November 6, 2025 
Accepted as submitted. 
 

B. Chase Bank at Roma – 1603 N. Cedar Crest 
Minor Plan 2025-104 (Sketch) 
Plan Date June 23, 2025 
Accepted as submitted.  
 

C. Al-Ahad Islamic Center 
Major Plan 2025-108 (Sketch 
Plan Date November 6, 2025 

 Accepted as submitted. 
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AGENDA ITEM # 5– SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 
A. St. Joseph’s Solar  

Major Plan 2025-103 (Preliminary/Final) 
Plan Date February 12, 2026 
The Commission reviewed the latest revisions to the plan noting the buffers 
surrounding the solar array. The Commission also reviewed Parcel 546781520384-1 
on the corner of Applewood Drive and Clauser Road, since this parcel has been added 
to the lot consolidation plan and determined the planting of shade trees shall apply in 
coordination with any other frontage requirements. The Commission also reviewed the 
relevant waiver and deferral requests. Specific comments related to waiver and deferral 
requests will be outlined in the staff memorandum.   
 

B. Chase Bank at Roma – 1603 N. Cedar Crest 
Minor Plan 2025-104 (Preliminary/Final) 
Plan Date February 3, 2026 
The Commission noted that some of the proposed landscaping species surrounding the 
building were not listed on the plant schedule. The Commission discussed the frontage 
improvements and recent work to Walbert Avenue and Cedar Crest Boulevard related 
to the Ridge Farms Highway Occupancy Permit. The Commission noted that shade 
trees have been planted recently as part of the Ridge Farms project and should be 
identified on the plan to confirm the shade tree requirements have been met. 
 

C. PSD Transportation Center – Lot Consolidation 
Major Plan 2025-101 (Preliminary/Final) 
Plan Date February 12, 2026 
The Commission noted that this project is just a lot consolidation for a proposed, 
separate land development. The Commission will review the landscape and shade tree 
related details during their review of the proposed land development for this project. 
 

D. PSD Transportation Center – Land Development 
Major Plan 2025-106 (Preliminary/Final) 
Plan Date February 12, 2026 
The Commission reviewed the required shade tree and buffering requirements. The 
Commission noted that existing vegetation was identified to remain as part of the road 
frontage and buffer areas. The Commission members expressed concern about what 
kind of vegetation will remain and if this vegetation would be compromised by grading 
other related site work. The Commission requested more information on the existing 
vegetation to address these concerns. Additionally, the Commission noted that small 
shrubs are proposed at the base of the large retaining wall. These will likely serve 
primarily as decorative dressing and provide minimal auditory or visual buffering. The 
Commission recommended the applicant consider more trees to help buffer areas of 
sparce existing vegetation.  
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AGENDA ITEM #6 – ANNUAL REPORT/WORKPLAN 
The Commission members decided to table review of the Annual Report until next meeting 

when all members could be present. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #7 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 

Emily Lenneville commented for the record that she thinks the Landscape and Shade Tree 
Commission is doing a great job. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #8 - ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:56 PM.   



 

   

TO: Planning Commission 
FROM: Chris Strohler, Long-Range Planner 
DATE: February 25, 2026 
SUBJECT: Subdivision Plan Review 

St. Joseph’s Solar 
Major Plan 2025-103 (Preliminary/Final) 
Plan Dated February 12, 2026 

COPIES: K. Baird, D. Manhardt, A. Wilk, A. Tallarida, E. Bet, J. Alderfer, 
Esq., Applicant 

 

At their February 23, 2026, meeting, the Landscape and Shade Tree Commission reviewed the 
above-mentioned plan and determined the following:  

The Commission determined the buffer surrounding the solar array is acceptable. 
The Commission supports a waiver of SALDO §312-12(b)(36) requiring the submission 
of a separate landscape plan, noting that all relevant information is shown on Drawing 
No. C-1.1 and C-9.2. 
The Commission supports a waiver of SALDO §312-40 requiring the planting of shade 
trees but only for Parcel 546781173891-1 because shade trees are already in place and 
Parcel 546772519145-1 noting that the applicant is planting a vegetative buffer between 
the road and the solar array.  
The Commission does not support a waiver of SALDO §312-40 to plant shade trees on 
Parcel 546781520384-1 where the soccer fields are located and recommend shade trees 
be planted along Clauser Road. Specifically, the Commission recommends the applicant 
create a tree line along Clauser Road similar to the western side of Applewood Drive. 
Due to the presence of overhead utilities, the location of these trees may be permitted on 
the berm, outside of the public right-of-way similar to the tree line along Clauser Road on 
the western side of Applewood Drive. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Christopher Strohler, AICP 
Long-Range Planner, Community Development Department 

MEMORANDUM 



 

   

TO: Planning Commission 
FROM: Chris Strohler, Long-Range Planner 
DATE: February 25, 2026 
SUBJECT: Subdivision Plan Review 

Chase Bank at Roma 
Major Plan 2025-104 (Preliminary/Final) 
Plan Dated February 3, 2026 

COPIES: K. Baird, D. Manhardt, A. Wilk, A. Tallarida, E. Bet, J. Alderfer, 
Esq., Applicant 

 

At their February 23, 2026, meeting, the Landscape and Shade Tree Commission reviewed the 
above-mentioned plan and determined the following:  

Four grasses or shrubs identified as “PVN” are depicted surrounding the trash enclosure 
but not identified in the Plant Schedule. Please add the species identified as “PVN” to the 
Plant Schedule. 
More information is needed to determine compliance with SALDO §312-12(B)(28), 
§312-12(B)(36), and SALDO §312-40. Please identify the location and type of existing 
shade trees along Walbert Avenue and N. Cedar Crest Boulevard and/or any shade trees 
proposed to be planted. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Christopher Strohler, AICP 
Long-Range Planner, Community Development Department 

MEMORANDUM 



 

   

TO: Planning Commission 
FROM: Chris Strohler, Long-Range Planner 
DATE: February 25, 2026 
SUBJECT: Subdivision Plan Review 

PSD Transportation Center – Lot Consolidation 
Major Plan 2025-101 (Preliminary/Final) 
Plan Dated February 12, 2026 

COPIES: K. Baird, D. Manhardt, A. Wilk, A. Tallarida, E. Bet, J. Alderfer, 
Esq., Applicant 

 

At their February 23, 2026, meeting, the Landscape and Shade Tree Commission reviewed the 
above-mentioned plan and determined the following:  
 This plan is for a lot consolidation only, with a separate application to develop the 
property. The Commission does not have any comments on the lot consolidation, and will review 
the proposed land development separately.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Christopher Strohler, AICP 
Long-Range Planner, Community Development Department 

MEMORANDUM 



 

   

TO: Planning Commission 
FROM: Chris Strohler, Long-Range Planner 
DATE: February 25, 2026 
SUBJECT: Subdivision Plan Review 

PSD Transportation Center – Land Development 
Major Plan 2025-106 (Preliminary/Final) 
Plan Dated February 12, 2026 

COPIES: K. Baird, D. Manhardt, A. Wilk, A. Tallarida, E. Bet, J. Alderfer, 
Esq., Applicant 

 

At their February 23, 2026, meeting, the Landscape and Shade Tree Commission reviewed the 
above-mentioned plan and determined the following:  
 The Commission notes the applicant’s intent to keep existing vegetation bordering the 
property. Understanding the extensive grading proposed for this site, the Commission requests 
more detailed information on the types of existing vegetation to remain and how it will be 
protected during land development to ensure that it can satisfy necessary shade tree and buffering 
requirements.  
 The Commission notes a mixture of decorative shrubs proposed in front of the large 
retaining wall. The Commission recommends the applicant consider additional groupings of 
large trees and understory vegetation in areas on the southern side of the property near Stadium 
Drive to add more of a visual and auditory buffer where existing vegetation is sparce.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Christopher Strohler, AICP 
Long-Range Planner, Community Development Department 

MEMORANDUM 



 

 March 12, 2026 

 

STJC 2501 
 
South Whitehall Township 
Attn: Mr. David Manhardt, AICP, Director of Community Development 
4444 Walbert Avenue 
Allentown, PA 18104 
 
Re: St. Joseph the Worker Church - Solar 
 South Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania 
 Major Plan #2025-103 

Preliminary/Final Plan – Landscape and Shade Tree Commission Review 
 
Dear Mr. Manhardt: 
 
On behalf of the Applicant, St. Joseph the Worker Church, we have revised the 
Preliminary/Final Land Development Plans per the Township’s Landscape and Shade Tree 
Commission’s memorandum dated February 25, 2026. Our responses correspond with the 
comments as listed in their review: 
 
The Commission determined the buffer surrounding the solar array is acceptable. 
No response required. 
 
The Commission supports a waiver of SALDO §312-12(b)(36) requiring the submission of a 
separate landscape plan, noting that all relevant information is shown on Drawing No. C-1.1 
and C-9.2. 
No response required. 
 
The Commission supports a waiver of SALDO §312-40 requiring the planting of shade trees 
but only for Parcel 546781173891-1 because shade trees are already in place and Parcel 
546772519145-1 noting that the applicant is planting a vegetative buffer between the road 
and the solar array. 
No response required. 
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The Commission does not support a waiver of SALDO §312-40 to plant shade trees on 
Parcel 546781520384-1 where the soccer fields are located and recommend shade trees 
be planted along Clauser Road. Specifically, the Commission recommends that applicant 
create a tree line along Clauser Road similar to the western side of Applewood Drive. Due 
to the presence of overhead utilities, the location of these trees may be permitted on the 
berm, outside of the public right-of-way similar to the tree line along Clauser Road on the 
western side of Applewood Drive. 
We have added street trees along Clauser Road as requested. The location of these 
trees is aligned with an existing tree to the east of the parcel, and the spacing is 
aligned with the trees on the southern side of Clauser Road. 
 
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  Please feel free to contact the undersigned 
with any questions or comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
ARRO CONSULTING, INC. 
 
 

                                                      
Jason Buchta, R.L.A. 
Senior Landscape Architect 

           Jason W. Buchta
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