
 
 
 
 

 
Wednesday, January 21, 2026  

Board of Commissioners AGENDA-MINUTES – 7:00 PM 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

A.   Roll Call 
Attendees:   
Commissioner Jacob Roth, President  Tom Petrucci, Township Manager 
Commissioner Diane Kelly, Vice President  Herb Bender, Dir. of Twp. Operations  
Commissioner Thomas Johns  Mike Elias, PW Utility & MS4 Coordinator  
Commissioner Sharon Fehlinger-Ricker  Tricia Dickert, Director of Finance *  
Commissioner Glenn Guanowsky  Frank Lombardo, Chief of Police 
Joseph Zator, Twp. Solicitor - KingSpry  Dave Manhardt, Director, Community Development Dept. 
Tony Tallarida, Twp. Engineer - The Pidcock Co.  Chris Strohler, Long-Range Planner, CD Dept.* 
   John Frantz, Fire Marshal, Building Code Official *  
   Tom Harper, Code Enforcement Program Manager * 
   Tracy Fehnel, Exec. Assistant 
   Lynn Matula, Park & Recreation Manager * 
   Absent*            Attended Virtually ** 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A. All public sessions of the South Whitehall Township Board of Commissioners are electronically 
recorded, filed, and posted on the Township’s Website for Public access. (0:35) 

B. Public /Virtual Meeting Rules (0:48) 

C. Board of Commissioners Met in Executive Session on the following dates to discuss Legal and 
Personnel Matters:  Prior to this evening’s January 21st BOC Meeting (1:36) 

4. COURTESY OF THE FLOOR – Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items  (1:49) – NONE 

5. PRESENTATIONS 

A. South Whitehall Township Police Department – Badge Pinning Ceremony: (2:35) 

• Jaryd Winkelbauer to the Position of Lieutenant 

• Haley Marouchoc to the Position of Sergeant 

Police Chief Frank Lombardo at this time individually recognized, touched on the accomplishments, and 
congratulated Jaryd Winkelbauer and Haley Marouchoc for their promotions, followed by the Badge 
Pinning Ceremony for each.   

President Roth, on behalf of the Board of Commissioners, thanked both Lieutenant Winkelbauer and 
Sergeant Marouchoc for their service and dedication to the Township, in addition to the dedication of 
their families, to the Community of SWT.  Policing is a family effort, a Community effort, and I could not 
be more grateful for you and your families to be part of the SWT family of first responders. Thank you 
for all that you do. 

6. MINUTES 

A. January 5, 2026 – Board of Commissioners Meeting Minutes. (9:40) 
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A MOTION was made by Commissioners Kelly and Guanowsky to approve the January 5, 2026, BOC 
Meeting Minutes as presented.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

7. ORDINANCES 

A. An Ordinance Amending Chapter 274 (Sewers and Sewage Disposal) in the Codified Ordinances of 
the Township of South Whitehall and Providing for the Addition of Part 7, Sewer Lateral Inspection 
Program, Including Definitions, Certificate of Lateral Compliance Required, Prohibitions, Certificate 
of Lateral Compliance; Residential, Certificate of Lateral Compliance; Multifamily, Commercial and 
Institutional Properties, Testing, Application and Procedure for Inspections, Additional Standards 
for Certification, Timing, Testing Failure Mitigation, Building Sewer and Sewer Lateral Compliance; 
Issuance of Certificate of Compliance, Repair or Replacement of Building Sewer and Sewer Lateral 
Upon Sale or Transfer, Hardship Deferrals, Extension of Time, Violations and Penalties, and to 
Provide for Severability, Failure to Enforce not a Waiver, Repealer and an Effective Date.  (10:29) 

Herb Bender, Director of Township Operations, explained they were before the Board previously and are 
coming back to the Board again for this item.  Draft Ordinance was advertised as required. In this 
ordinance, we are asking for permission to inspect sanitary laterals at every sale of a house and 
commercial property in order to ensure they are in working order.  As we are in the corrective action 
plan at the Kline’s Island Treatment Plant, this is all part of that to make sure we are not having inflow 
or infiltration getting into the sewer laterals to help correct the overflows at Kline’s Island. 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Guanowsky and Kelly to adopt said ordinance with regard to 
the sewer lateral inspection program.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  
 

B. An Ordinance of the Township of South Whitehall Providing for the Vacation of an Unopened Alley 
known as Orator Street Pursuant to Article XX of the Pennsylvania First Class Township Code 
and  Further Providing for Severability, Repealer, and an Effective Date. (12:53) 

Dave Manhardt, Director, CDD, explained that this represents the final step in the vacation of an 
unopened alley.  The process, for those who are not aware—it has been over a year where we were  
working with the utilities, neighbors to see if they want access to the alley.  Everything has been cleared.  
We had to file a report with the County—it was open for objections, and nothing was filed.  We are now 
clear to advertise the ordinance. This is just a motion to advertise said ordinance. 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Johns and Kelly to proceed with advertising of said ordinance 
providing for the vacation of an unopened alley known as Orator Street.  All in favor; none opposed.  
Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

 
8. RESOLUTIONS 

A. A Resolution Appointing Kristin Blahnik to the Position of Assistant Township Secretary. (14:39) 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Fehlinger-Ricker and Guanowsky to adopt said resolution 
appointing Kristin Blahnik to the position of Assistant Township Secretary. All in favor; none opposed.  
Vote 5:0; Motion carried. 

B. A Resolution Appointing Commissioner __ to the South Whitehall Township Pension Committee. 
(15:09) 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Roth and Kelly appointing Commissioner Guanowsky to the SWT 
Pension Committee.  All in favor; none opposed.  Motion carried. 
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C. A Resolution Appointing Commissioner __ to the South Whitehall Township Pension Committee. 
(16:05) 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Roth and Kelly appointing Commissioner Johns to the SWT 
Pension Committee.  All in favor; none opposed. Motion carried. 

D. A Resolution Reappointing Vincent Quinn as a Regular Member of the South Whitehall Township 
Civil Service Commission (16:35) 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Johns and Kelly reappointing Vincent Quinn as a regular 
member of the SWT CSC.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0.  Motion carried.  

E. A Resolution Reappointing Frank Petrocelli to the South Whitehall Township Environmental 
Advisory Council. (17:10) 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Fehlinger-Ricker and Kelly to adopt said resolution reappointing 
Frank Petrocelli to the SWT EAC.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

F. A Resolution Reappointing David Wilson to the South Whitehall Township Landscape and Shade 
Tree Commission (18:11) 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Guanowsky and Kelly to adopt said resolution reappointing 
David Wilson to the SWT L&STC.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

G. A Resolution Reappointing Jessica Beller, of the Parkland School District, to the South Whitehall 
Township Parks and Recreation Board. (18:48) 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Fehlinger-Ricker and Guanowsky to adopt said resolution 
reappointing Jessica Beller to the SWT P&RB.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

H. A Resolution Reappointing Terry Horn, of the Parkland School District, to the South Whitehall 
Township Parks & Recreation Board. (19:23) 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Fehlinger-Ricker and Kelly to adopt said resolution reappointing 
Terry Horn to the SWT P&RB.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

I. A Resolution Reappointing Mark Leuthe to the South Whitehall Township Planning Commission 
(19:56) 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Johns and Kelly to adopt said resolution reappointing Mark 
Leuthe to the SWT Planning Commission.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

J. A Resolution Reappointing Michael J. Smith to the South Whitehall Township Public Safety 
Commission (20:27) 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Kelly and Guanowsky to adopt said resolution reappointing 
Michael J. Smith to the SWT PSC.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

K. A Resolution Reappointing Don S. Klein to the South Whitehall Township Zoning Hearing Board 
(21:00) 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Roth and Guanowsky to TABLE this reappointment at this time 
due to the fact that a new Staff member will be hired in the next week as Director of Development.  The 
Board felt that it would be prudent, before we consider this reappointment, to allow this new individual 
to assess the ZHB, and to assess the relationship between Staff and the ZHB, and then report back to the 
BOC, with Mr. Klein serving in his current position until this Board takes further action down the road.  
All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  
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L. A Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of South Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, 
Pennsylvania, Authorizing the Chief of Police to Execute a Full-Time Municipal/Regional Police 
Department Speed Enforcement Inter-Governmental  Agreement with the Pennsylvania State 
Police.(22:52) 

Chief of Police Frank Lombardo explained that a priority of the Police Department is the safe travel of 
our residents and visitors to the Township. To that end, we have been implementing a Township-wide 
traffic safety initiative focused on the High Injury Network of roadways, as designated in the Township 
Comprehensive Plan (2023), and the Transportation Plan. Integral to the “Vision Zero” initiative are 
speed management, high visibility enforcement, and targeted traffic enforcement. As municipal police 
agencies are not permitted to utilize radar by State statute, Sergeant Wischner has identified a 
partnership with the Pennsylvania State Police to do so. The initial effort will be targeted radar 
enforcement details on Route 309, funded through the Aggressive Driving Grant. The partnership will be 
memorialized via Memorandum of Understanding, and a Township Resolution. 

The Police Department is respectfully requesting approval by the Board of Commissioners to execute a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the Pennsylvania State Police to conduct radar enforcement 
details on Route 309, and a motion to approve the resolution memorializing same. 

President Roth said he wanted to thank Chief Lombardo and Sergeant Wischner for coming to the Board 
with this Resolution. He said he knows that this has been a real headache for the PD for many years and 
for municipal PDs across the Commonwealth to enforce certain speeding violations given that PA is the 
only state in the country that does not allow sole municipal use of radar. We certainly know that getting 
Harrisburg to change anything is difficult, much less a major change to the motor vehicle code. A big 
“thank You” to Sergeant Wischner for identifying and putting this together as a way of working with and 
partnering with the State Police to use some of this technology on Route 309 and hopefully curb some 
of the more serious speeding infractions that we see affect the public’s safety. 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Fehlinger-Ricker and Kelly to adopt said resolution authorizing 
Chief of Police to execute a full-time Municipal/Regional PD Speed Enforcement Inter-Government 
Agreement with the PA State Police.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

M. A Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of South Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, 
Pennsylvania, Approving and Adopting the South Whitehall Township Standard Construction 
Specifications and Standard Construction Details (26:07) 

Herb Bender, Director of Township Operations explained that Administration respectfully requests 
approval to proceed with the adoption of the revised Standard Construction Documents dated January 
2026. The previous revision was completed in June 2023. The proposed updates include changes 
necessary to support the corrective action plan for the sewer system, revisions related to water meter 
pits and meters, and the incorporation of the street excavation ordinance into the specifications. 

Mr. Bender said we are requesting to adopt the revised Standard Construction Documents dated January 
2026. 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Johns and Kelly to adopt said resolution approving and adopting 
the SWT Standard Construction Specifications and Standard Construction Details.  All in favor; none 
opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

N. A Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of South Whitehall, Lehigh County, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Approving a Grant of Right-of-Way Agreement between South 
Whitehall Township and PPL Electric Utilities Corporation for the Installation of Electric and 
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Communication Facilities on Township Property Identified as Lehigh County Tax Parcel No. 
547752471675-1. (27:34) 

Township Manager Tom Petrucci explained that the purpose of this memorandum is to request Board 
approval of a Resolution authorizing the execution of a Grant of Right-of-Way Agreement between SWT 
and PPL Electric Utilities Corporation for Township-owned property located at 1540 Ridgeview Drive, 
Lehigh County Tax Parcel No. 547752471675-1. This Grant of ROW Agreement is necessary as a result of 
the Township’s Pole Barn addition to the Municipal Campus.  PPL Electric Utilities Corporation has 
requested a permanent ROW to allow for the construction, operation, and maintenance of electric and 
communication facilities on Township property. The proposed facilities consist of two (2) utility poles, 
two (2) anchor guys, and associated overhead electric and communication lines, as depicted on the plan 
prepared by PPL dated November 25, 2025 (included in meeting packet). The Grant of ROW allows PPL 
standard access rights for installation, maintenance, ingress and egress, and vegetation management 
consistent with public utility requirements. PPL is responsible for restoring the property to substantially 
the same condition following any work. Approval of the attached Resolution will authorize the Township 
Manager to execute the Grant of ROW Agreement and to take any administrative actions necessary to 
implement its terms. The building is ready to be energized today. Also, we are ready to dedicate that 
building to the campus for the use of the Township very soon. We are here this evening seeking a motion 
to approve said resolution. 

Commissioner Fehlinger-Ricker, in light of the upcoming weather expected later this week, and for the 
past weekend, wanted to thank the PW Team and say that they did a great job with that storm and also 
wanted to wish the entire Team well for what is coming. Thank you so much for what you do.  Mr. Bender 
said he will be sure to pass that on to everyone. 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Kelly and Fehlinger-Ricker to adopt said resolution approving a 
Grant of ROW Agreement between SWT and PPL for the installation of electric and communication 
facilities on Township property as identified above.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

O. A Resolution Reducing the Contributions by Police Officers to the South Whitehall Township Police 
Pension Plan for the Year January 1, 2026, to December 31, 2026 (30:27) 

Township Manager Tom Petrucci explained that upon a review of Article IV (Police Pension Plan) of 
Chapter 58 (Pension Plans) of the Code of Ordinances of SWT, it is noted that the ordinance requires 
members of the Police Pension Plan to contribute an amount equal to 5% of their compensation to the 
Pension Plan (paid on a monthly basis); however, that amount is not consistent with what has been 
negotiated in their CBA.  

The Police Service and SWT Contract runs through January 1, 2022, through December 31, 2026, and 
requires the Contributions to the Pension Fund by members of the Police Service to be 2.50% for the 
fiscal year 2026. The entire pension contribution schedule is provided as follows:   

Year   Percentage of Pensionable Compensation 
2022   2.25% 
2023   2.25% 
2024   2.25% 
2025   2.50% 
2026   2.50%  

The Police Pension Plan Ordinance requires the BOC to adopt an ordinance or resolution to memorialize 
the elimination or reduction of any contributions made by the members of the Police Pension Plan. In 
this case, a resolution is sufficient to effectuate this requirement.  Mr. Petrucci said that he respectfully 
requests a motion to adopt said resolution to effectuate that contribution rate.  
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A MOTION was made by Commissioners Fehlinger-Ricker and Guanowsky to adopt said resolution as 
explained by Mr. Petrucci.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

P. A Resolution Establishing the Required Employee Contribution Amount for the South Whitehall 
Township Public Works Union Pension Plan for the Year January 1, 2026, to December 31, 2026 
(32:11) 

Township Manager Tom Petrucci explained that as amended, Chapter 58, Article V (“Public Works Union 
Employees Pension Plan”) at §58-52 (“Employer and Employee Contributions”) (A) (“Employee 
Contributions”) confirms that each eligible Plan Participant of the SWT Public Works Union Pension Plan 
shall contribute an amount of his/her Compensation to the Trust that is equal to the amount required 
under the then-current collective bargaining agreement between the Township and the Public Works 
Union and as established by an approved Resolution of the Board of Commissioners on an annual basis.   

The current CBA between SWT and the Teamsters Local 773 PW Union effective for January 1, 2025, 
through to December 31, 2029, provides that the required employee contribution amount shall be 1.75% 
for the fiscal year 2026 in accordance with the below schedule: 

2025: 1.75%  
2026: 1.75%  
2027: 2.0%  
2028: 2.0%  
2029: 2.0% 

Mr. Petrucci said he is seeking a motion to adopt said resolution as submitted.  

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Johns and Kelly to adopt said resolution as explained by Mr. 
Petrucci.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

Q. A Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of South Whitehall, Lehigh County, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Approving the Settlement Stipulation in the Matter of Parkland 
School District v. County of Lehigh Board of Assessment Appeals and HPIII Lehigh Valley 1503, LLC 
(33:57) 

Township Manager Tom Petrucci explained that this is one of those matters where PSD has actually 
appealed a decision that the Property Board Assessment for LC actually set forth for the property at 1503 
North Cedar Crest Boulevard, which is the LVHN site.  So in this case, this is not one that we are reducing 
the assessment; we are actually increasing it.  For 2025, it will increase to $39M, and then on January 1, 
2026, it will increase to $40M.  The Township is a party to all of these appeals, and the Township 
Solicitor's office has been monitoring them. 

Township Solicitor – Attorney Zator said that he has no further comment on this matter—he said it 
makes sense to settle per the terms of PSD. 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Kelly and Fehlinger-Ricker to adopt said resolution approving 
said Settlement Stipulation in the matter of PSD v. COL BAA and HPIII LV 1503, LLC.  All in favor; none 
opposed. Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

R. A Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of South Whitehall, Lehigh County, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Approving the Settlement Stipulation in the Matter of Parkland 
School District v. County of Lehigh Board of Assessment Appeals and HPIII Lehigh Valley 1621, LLC 
(36:020) 
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Township Manager Tom Petrucci explained that this is not changing the assessment in any way—it is a 
one-time payment that will be made to PSD.  No impact to the Township.  Mr. Petrucci recommends 
approval of said resolution.   

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Kelly and Guanowsky to adopt said resolution approving the 
Settlement Stipulation in the matter of PSD v. COL BAA and HPIII LV 1621, LLC.  All in favor; none opposed.  
Vote 5:0; Motion carried. 

9. MOTIONS 

President Roth – explained that the next three committees aid the Township Staff in a variety of ways 
and help bring ideas before Township Staff, before they get to the level of coming before the Board—
Budget and Finance certainly being a critical part of that.   

A. Motion to Appoint Commissioners __ and __ to the Budget and Finance Committee. (37:36) 

A MOTON was made by Commissioners Roth and Kelly/Fehlinger-Ricker to appoint Commissioners 
Guanowsky and Johns to the Budget and Finance Committee.  All in favor; none opposed.  Motion 
carried.  

B. Motion to Appoint Commissioners __ and __ to the Volunteer Fire Company Subcommittee. 
(38:05) 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Roth and Fehlinger-Ricker to appoint Commissioners Kelly and 
Roth to the Volunteer Fire Subcommittee to aid our Volunteer Fire Companies in getting the resources 
they need and working through a variety of issues that they and the Township  have to deal with.  All in 
favor; none opposed.  Motion carried.  

C. Motion to Appoint Commissioners __ and __ to the America 250 PA Ad Hoc Committee. (39:00) 

President Roth explained that this Committee was formed last year with the purpose of coordinating 
Township events and ways to promote the celebration of the Semi-Quintessential (the 250th Anniversary 
of the U.S.A.), which will occur about halfway through 2026.  I have served on this Committee for a 
couple of months now, and it is a great Committee to work with Staff and the development of some 
initiatives. 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Roth and Kelly to appoint Commissioners Fehlinger-Ricker and 
Roth to the America 250 PA Ad Hoc Committee, so that they can continue to work on some of those 
initiatives as we move towards this historic celebration.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion 
carried.  

D. Motion to Approve the Fire Apparatus Fund Capital Expenditure in the Amount of $1,847,976.00 
for the Replacement of Rescue 11 in accordance with COSTARS Contract; Authorizing Approval of 
a Purchase Order for the Pierce Manufacturing Enforcer Heavy Duty Walk-In Rescue Apparatus. 
(40:04) 

Township Manager Tom Petrucci explained that the purpose of this memorandum, included in the 
meeting packet, is to request Board approval for a capital expenditure to replace Rescue 11, a 2006 KME 
heavy rescue apparatus currently assigned to Greenawalds Fire Company, which has reached the end of 
its recommended service life.  

Rescue 11 is approximately 20 years old, exceeding the NFPA-recommended 15–20 year frontline service 
life, and is experiencing increasing maintenance and reliability issues, including frequent electrical 
failures, deteriorating safety components, corrosion, and a failing generator. These issues have resulted 
in increased annual maintenance costs and reduced operational reliability.  
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The proposed replacement is a Pierce Manufacturing Enforcer Heavy Duty Walk-In Rescue Apparatus, 
designed to meet current and future all-hazards response needs, improve firefighter safety and 
ergonomics, increase crew capacity, and support the expanding operational mission of Greenawalds 
Fire/Rescue. The walk-in configuration allows for improved equipment organization, faster deployment, 
and safer access to tools and seating.  

The apparatus has been competitively specified and priced through the Pennsylvania COSTARS 
Cooperative Purchasing Program, under COSTARS Contract #013-E22-242. The COSTARS contract price 
for the apparatus is $1,847,976.00, inclusive of approved options and applicable discounts. Pricing is 
subject to standard manufacturer escalation provisions due to the extended production lead time of 
approximately 44–48 months, with an anticipated delivery timeframe around 2030.  

This capital purchase is consistent with the Township’s long-term apparatus replacement planning and 
aligns with findings from the 2025 DCED study identifying Rescue 11 for replacement. Funding for this 
expenditure is anticipated to be addressed through the Township’s capital planning and financing 
process. The Fire Company has also demonstrated substantial investment in complementary equipment 
through grants and fundraising efforts, helping to offset future operational costs.  

Mr. Petrucci went on to explain that Fire Chief Andrew Garger is here this evening to present to the 
Board as well on this matter.   

Greenawalds Fire Chief Andrew Garger presented at this time (43:35) A copy of Chief Garger’s 
presentation will be added to these minutes, once approved, and uploaded to the Township Website for 
Public access as well.   

Township Manager Tom Petrucci said that regarding the disposal/selling of the Rescue 11, the Township 
must meet the First Class Township Code requirements regarding its disposal.  Chief Garger said that 
currently there is a pretty competitive market for used fire apparatus domestically and internationally.  
He said to get the best value, we will probably seek out the assistance of a broker to help us. He said he 
does not know what the Rescue 11 is worth, but he can get that information for the Board. He said to 
keep in mind that when it is sold, by that time, it will be four years older.  

Mr. Petrucci said approval is respectfully requested to authorize this capital expenditure and proceed 
with the purchase of the replacement Rescue 11 apparatus to ensure continued safe, reliable, and 
effective emergency response for SWT residents. 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Kelly and Fehlinger-Ricker granting approval for the fire 
apparatus expenditure as previously explained by Mr. Petrucci and Greenawalds Fire Chief Andrew 
Garger.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

E. Motion to Approve the 2026 Installment, in the Amount of $43,998.83, for the Axon Taser 10. 
(54:00) 

Chief Frank Lombardo explained that in 2025, the SWT PD entered into a five-year contract with Axon 
for the purchase and maintenance of 47 TASER 10 less lethal tools. This advanced technology was 
purchased to enhance our capability to effectively manage high-stress situations and ensure officer 
safety. The TASER 10 has improved features, training and performance over the TASER 7. The contract 
for the Taser 10 units includes a yearly payment plan, facilitating budget management and ongoing 
support and maintenance. The cost of the second yearly payment for 2026 is $43,998.43, which includes 
a maintenance plan and training costs. 

As the 2026 installment for the Axon Taser 10 was previously included in the approved 2026 Capital 
budget at the December 3, 2025, BOC meeting, the SWT PD is respectfully requesting approval to pay 
the 2026 installment, in the amount of $43,998.83. 
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A MOTION was made by Commissioners Fehlinger-Ricker and Kelly to approve the 2026 installment, in 
the amount of $43,998.83 for the Axon Taser 10.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

F. Motion to Proceed with Purchase of Four (4) Chevrolet Tahoes from Chapman Auto Group, with a 
cost of $58,936.00 each, for a Total cost of $235,744.00, with Subsequent Upfitting of the Four (4) 
Chevrolet Tahoes by KML Transport in the Amount of $82,402.56.  (55:46) 

Chief Frank Lombardo explained that the SWT PD is in the process of fleet upgrades. As part of the 2026 
Fleet plan, we are purchasing 4 Chevrolet Tahoe’s to replace the current command vehicles. These 
purchases were approved as part of the 2026 budget on December 3, 2025, and will require subsequent 
upfitting by KML Transport, LLC. Upon completion, three of the existing command vehicles will be 
converted to Criminal Investigation Division vehicles, while the Chief’s vehicle will be decommissioned 
due to age and mileage. Once these vehicles are on-line, and re-assignments are made, four vehicles will 
be sent to Municibid, maintaining the current fleet of 32 vehicles.   

The SWT PD is respectfully requesting approval by the Board of Commissioners to purchase 4 Chevrolet 
Tahoe’s from Chapman Auto Group at a Costars price of $58,936.00 each, for a total cost of $235,744. 
Upfitting for the four vehicles was secured with 2025 pricing at the December 17, 2025, Board of 
Commissioners meeting, in the amount of $82,402.56. While the 2026 Capital Budget for Command 
vehicles was $320,000.00, the total cost for 4 Chevrolet Tahoe vehicles is $319,146.56, with a remaining 
balance of $853.44 thanks to the work of the Command Staff. 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Johns and Kelly granting permission to proceed with the 
purchase of the four Chevy Tahoes with subsequent upfitting as stipulated above.  All in favor; none 
opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

G. Motion to Proceed with Purchase of One (1) Ford F-600 Equipped with a Dump Body and Snow 
Equipment for a Total Cost of $90,000.00. (58.14) 

Herb Bender, Director of Township Operations explained that the Public Works Division respectfully 
requests approval to proceed with ordering one (1) Ford F-600 equipped with a dump body and snow 
equipment, at a total cost of $90,000.00. This vehicle will replace a 2011 Ford F-350 currently in service 
with approximately 85,000 miles. The existing truck has experienced significant undercarriage rusting to 
bed rails and ongoing check engine light issues, making continued operation and repair increasingly 
impractical to keep. 

Staff is requesting a motion to proceed with the Purchase of a Ford F-600 with a snowplow and dump 
body. For the record, this truck is fully ready to go. This truck was originally listed for $130,000; we got 
the dealer to agree to $90,000, and we can pick it up. 

President Roth thanked Mr. Bender for his diligence in all these projects and purchases.  The ability to 
work with the dealer to get a vehicle $40,000 under the original purchasing price, the ability to control 
the expenditures of the Public Works Department year-after-year, makes purchases like these stay 
within budget, and well within our financial capabilities. I just want to thank you and the team for all you 
do to ensure that we get these at a great price.   

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Fehlinger-Ricker and Kelly granting permission to proceed with 
purchase of one Ford F-600 w/dump Body and snow equipment for a total cost of $90,000.  All in favor; 
none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

H. Motion to Proceed with Purchase of a Leeboy L300T Tack Tank for a Total Cost of $30,464.31. 
(1:00:45) 
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Herb Bender, Director of Township Operations, said that PW respectfully requests permission to move 
forward with ordering the Leeboy L300T Tack Tank. This purchase will help reduce the costs we currently 
incur for the road tacking as part of the paving program. At present, we are billed a four-hour minimum 
each time an outside distributor performs tacking on our roads. Having our own tack tank will allow this 
work to be completed in-house, resulting in significant cost savings.  

The quoted purchase price includes training for our crew to ensure proper operation, cleaning, and 
servicing of the equipment after each use. In addition to paving projects, the tack tank will also be utilized 
for maintenance scratch work. Currently, this work requires purchasing tack material in five-gallon pails, 
which is less efficient and more costly over time.  

We believe this investment will improve efficiency, reduce ongoing expenses, and better support our 
road maintenance operations. Mr. Bender said Staff is requesting a motion to proceed with the purchase 
of a Leeboy L300T Tack Tank. If we place the order tomorrow, this will not be received until end of March 
beginning of April. 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Kelly and Fehlinger-Ricker granting permission to proceed with 
the purchase of a Leeboy L300T Tack Tank for a total cost of $30,464.31.  All in favor; none opposed.  
Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

I. Motion to Proceed with Purchase of One (1) Ford F-350 Equipped with a Utility Body and Snowplow 
for a Total Cost of $83,921.35. (1:02:45) 

Herb Bender, Director of Township Operations, explained that the PW Utility Division respectfully 
requests approval to proceed with ordering one (1) Ford F-350 equipped with a utility body and 
snowplow, at a total cost of $83,921.35. This vehicle will replace a 2015 Ford F-350 currently in service 
with approximately 91,500 miles. The existing truck has experienced significant undercarriage rusting 
and ongoing suspension issues, making continued operation and repair increasingly impractical to keep. 

Mr. Bender also confirmed that having the pole barn to house our PW vehicles will most definitely 
increase the life span of these vehicles. 

This vehicle, when received, will unfortunately have to go to the upfitter for the plow.  Herb said he will 
push to have it put on before the weekend though. 

A MOTON was made by Commissioners Johns and Kelly granting permission to proceed with purchase 
of one Ford F-350 equipped with a utility body and snowplow for a total cost of $83,921.35.  All in favor; 
none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

J. Motion to Proceed with Purchase of One (1) John Deere 410P Back Hoe for a Total Cost of 
$188,427.00. (1:05:24) 

Herb Bender, Director of Township Operations, explained that the PW Utility Division respectfully 
requests approval to proceed with ordering one (1) John Deere 410P Backhoe. This Backhoe will replace 
a 2002 Caterpillar backhoe currently in service with approximately 91,000 hours. The existing Backhoe 
has experienced significant undercarriage rusting to the floor of the cab and doors. The boom has 
extensive pin ware issues making it unsafe to operate, making continued operation and repair 
increasingly impractical.  Mr. Bender confirmed this piece of equipment is no longer used at the present 
time. 

The John Deere 410P was budgeted for in the 2026 budget for $190,000.  Also, if we sign for this 
tomorrow, we will not receive this until July/August 2026. 
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A MOTION was made by Commissioners Fehlinger-Ricker and Kelly granting permission to proceed with 
purchase of one John Deere 410P Backhoe for a total cost of $188,427.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 
5:0; Motion carried.  

K. Motion to Authorize Township Manager to Execute a Pre-Development Tree Clearing Agreement 
with CDE Acquisitions, LLC Relating to Property Owned by Jeras Corporation at 2493 N. Cedar Crest 
Boulevard, which Agreement shall be Specifically Conditioned on Receipt of Outside Agency 
Permits and Approvals. (1:07:18) 

Township Manager Tom Petrucci explained that this would involve the tree clearing of approximately 71 
acres at this site—2493 N. CC Blvd, which is owned by Jaris Corporation.  They have submitted a proposal 
to clear that acreage amount, but then also maintain the 51% canopy.  However, at this point, based 
upon a review of recent materials where the Conservation District is indicating that they have a number 
of outstanding concerns, they are recommending that the applicant does not proceed with tree clearing.  
At this point, I am recommending that we TABLE this item.  There are a lot of unknowns, and then there's 
a specific public safety concern as well, which I am just not comfortable with at this time signing off on.  

So I don't know if the applicant would like to elaborate more or respond to that, but at this point, in my 
role as Township Manager, I'm not comfortable from a public safety standpoint on executing any 
agreement at this point until that issue has been worked out.  

Gregg Adelman, on behalf of CDE Acquisitions.  He said that he believes what Mr. Petrucci was referring 
to was an email we got from the Conservation District where they confirmed that the Applicant would 
not be required to get an NPDES permit under Chapter 102 Regulations.  In that email the Conservation 
District did, in typical government fashion, couch their statement of, “we don't think you need any 
permits, but here are the things that we think we'll be looking at, and/or we think may actually occur, or 
may/or may not be issues.”—None of which exists today, none of which we believe will be issues.  I 
understand Mr. Petrucci’s concerns—we have not had any conversations with respect to this.  This is the 
first time we are hearing this from the Township with respect to this issue.  The agreement overall does 
provide a benefit in that, if the timber harvesting is allowed to proceed early, the reforestation is a 
requirement.  The Applicant would have to provide approximately $900,000 security to replant 21 acres 
of trees, which is about 15,000 trees based on our estimates.  If they are not allowed to move forward 
with timber harvesting, which is forestry use per the zoning ordinance, and they have to wait until 
development time, reforestation does not occur.  It is not a requirement under the ordinance, but it is a 
part of your forestry—you have to maintain that canopy cover. So there is a benefit to allowing the 
Applicant to move forward.  If this gets jammed up because Conservation District throws 27 things up 
against the wall, none of which we actually feel are valid or existing, and we get stuck because the 
Township gets nervous, we have a Timber Harvesting Agreement we believe that adequately protects 
the Township, and that is consistent with your forestry requirements—it has all the requirements in 
there and is conditioned upon getting any outside agency permits and approvals that may be required; 
although we don't believe any are required, because we are not actually hauling the wood and the 
lumber off the site—just felling the trees and leaving them in place until such time as we then move 
forward with the development. So, a lot of the concerns that the Conservation District is raising, we do 
not believe are justified based upon what we are proposing to do. We also think it loses that big benefit 
for the Township.  Therefore, we are asking not to delay.  I understand Tom’s concern.  We can discuss 
with the Township and come back and circle back if you are not comfortable this evening.  

Township Manager Tom Petrucci explained that as the highest appointed official in the Township who is 
responsible for Public Safety here, I am just not comfortable with this.   

Attorney Bubba said to Mr. Petrucci that he understands his concerns, what we are asking, since it is 
subject to permits, is the Agreement otherwise acceptable?  And, we will go and get the permits if they 
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are required. (1:15:28)  We just think we have to have more communication with them to convince them 
that we have all the permits that are necessary.  And if we don’t, and either the Conservation District or 
DEP says NO, then the Agreement says that the activities cannot begin unless that occurs.   

(1:16:03) Mr. Petrucci said that he does not see anything with regard to addressing the public safety 
issue—the potential for exploding ordnance on the site.  Mr. Adleman said there are no explosives; and 
Attorney Bubba said they won’t know that. He said we probably had four different environmental 
studies, including a specialized ordnance study.  They are taking that position. 

Mr. Manhardt said we have copies of two of the site assessments; if there is new information—if there 
is an ordnance study which is kind of holding this up.  So I think a lot of it has to do with more information 
and things that were just brought to light through that email and that is the comfort level. (1:16:43) 

Attorney Bubba said let’s assume that Trojan Powder over 100 years ago did put something in the 
ground—somebody with a chainsaw won’t be doing anything that somebody who has been farming 
there with tractors would not have already done for the last 10 decades.  

Mr. Petrucci said that in my role as Township Manager, I am not comfortable signing off on it until I know 
for sure.   This just came up recently—it was not discussed a month ago.  Attorney Bubba said we should 
be able to share documentation that it will not pose a public safety issue.  It would not be provided by 
our engineer, but would be provided by a subcontractor of CDE Acquisitions.  (1:17:13) 

Mr. Petrucci said that we are happy to continue discussion.  I, personally, as the highest appointed official 
in the Township, am  responsible for public safety here and just uncomfortable with this—I am just being 
honest with you.   

President Roth would just like to ask Attorney Bubba if it would be possible, and I know we’ve given you 
February 4th our next BOC Meeting date—would it be possible for you and the Township to talk and try 
and come up with some sort of resolution and information sharing by that date? 

Mr. Adelman said absolutely.  He said the communication between us and the Township has been pretty 
consistent.  (1:17:51) 

(1:18:48) Mr. Adelman said to Mr. Petrucci that we understand and will get you that information and 
hopefully get you to that comfort level as well. He said that this is a little bit different procedure than 
normal, but it is permitted, and that he wants to make sure that everyone is on the same page.  He 
thanked the Board for their time. 

At this time President Roth made a MOTION to TABLE consideration of the Pre-development Tree 
Clearing Agreement with CDE Acquisitions until Staff is satisfied with the information they receive, and 
with the hope that communication will continue back and forth between both entities.  The MOTION 
was seconded by both Commissioners Fehlinger-Ricker and Kelly.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; 
Motion carried.  

(1:19:54) Commissioner Johns asked Attorney Bubba how fast can he get the information to Mr. Petrucci.  
Attorney Bubba said that if my recollection is correct, we should be able to get it to him tomorrow.   

This concluded the discussion on Agenda Item 9-K. 

 

10. CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION ITEMS 

A.   Boards and Commissions – Informational Items/Vacancies (1:23:51)  

 
11. COURTESY OF THE FLOOR  - Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items (1:24:43) 



Board of Commissioners Meeting – January 21, 2026   ____ _____         _      __                      Page 13 
 

Deborah Kuhns, Resident – 2364 PA Route 309, Orefield, PA.  Subject:  Shared her comments on Data 
Centers with the Board at this time. She is opposed with building an AI Data Center in her neighborhood. 

President Roth explained that the Board appreciates any public comment or feedback.  He thought for 
the sake of transparency that it might be a good time to have Township Manager Tom Petrucci explain 
the Land development process at this time.  (1:31:51)  President Roth encouraged the public to reach 
out to the Township with any questions/concerns they may have.  This plan that was discussed this 
evening will be reviewed by the Planning Commission, the Public Safety Commission, and a variety of 
our other Boards and Commissions as well, before it even gets to the Board of Commissioners. The 
Township strives to always be transparent and invites the public to share their views, opinions, and 
information—it is always valued and always welcome.  

12. MOTION TO AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF INVOICES & DISBURSEMENTS  

A.  Invoices and Disbursements (1:39:01) 

A MOTION was made by Commissioners Kelly and Fehlinger-Ricker to authorize the payment of Invoices 
& Disbursements.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

13. EXECUTIVE SESSION – NONE. 

14. ADJOURNMENT  - At 8:39P, a MOTION was made by Commissioners Guanowsky and Kelly to adjourn 
this evening’s meeting.  All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 5:0; Motion carried.  

15. APPROVED:  On February 4, 2026, a MOTION was made by Commissioners Kelly and Guanowsky to 
approve the January 21, 2026, BOC Meeting Minutes as presented.   All in favor; none opposed.  Vote 
5:0; Motion carried.  

 


