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AGENDA ITEM NO. 8.A

Item Cover Page
 

  

DATE: December 3, 2025

SUBMITTED BY: Tracy Fehnel,Administration

ITEM TYPE: Resolution

AGENDA SECTION: RESOLUTIONS

SUBJECT: A Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of
South Whitehall, Lehigh County, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
Approving and Authorizing the Execution and Delivery of an
Emergency Interconnection Agreement with Lehigh County
Authority Titled "Emergency Interconnection Agreement"

SUGGESTED ACTION: Motion to adopt said resolution approving and authorizing the execution
and delivery of an Emergency Interconnection Agreement with LCA.

 

  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AGENDA ITEM REPORT
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:
Memorandum - Emergency Interconnection Agreement - LCA.pdf
Resolution - Emergency Interconnection Agreement - LCA.pdf
Exhibit - A, FINAL Emergency Interconnection Agreement with exhibits.pdf
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TO: Board of Commissioners 

FROM: Tom Petrucci, Township Manager 

DATE: November 21, 2025     

SUBJECT: Consideration of Approval: Emergency Interconnection Agreement with Lehigh 
County Authority- Bortz Interconnector  

COPY TO: J. Alderfer; H. Bender; D. Manhardt; Tricia Dickert; Tracy Fehnel  

 
Background Information: 
 
The Township and Lehigh County Authority (LCA) each operate public water systems that draw 
from the same aquifer and maintain operating pressures that enable emergency system support 
between the two utilities.  
 
As noted in the enclosed draft Resolution, the Township and LCA executed an Emergency 
Interconnection Agreement in 2018 to support emergency water transfers through an interconnection 
located at the northeast corner of Cetronia Road and Schantz Road. 
 
Over time, both entities determined that the interconnection requires modernization to enhance 
operational reliability, remote operability, and mutual resiliency during emergency conditions. The 
proposed 2025 Interconnection Agreement (attached) provides for the following:  
 

• Installation of motor operated valves (MOVs), automatic flushing units, SCADA integration, 
and related upgrades to the Bortz Interconnector. 

 
• Adjustments and clarifications in ownership of water mains immediately surrounding the 

meter pit, including transfer of Township-owned western-side facilities to LCA. 
 

• Updated operational protocols, metering responsibilities, notification procedures, and cost-
sharing for both construction and ongoing electrical service. 

 
• The updates reflect the shared interest of both utilities in ensuring reliable emergency water 

supply and modernizing system controls for the Bortz Interconnector. 
 
The updates reflect the shared interest of both utilities in ensuring reliable emergency water supply 
and modernizing system controls for the Bortz Interconnector. 
 
The total estimated project cost is $165,000.00. In accordance with the Agreement, the Township is 
responsible for 50% of the construction costs. This 50% share is already included in the Lehigh 
County Authority’s 2026 Capital Budget and was included in the Capital Budget in the 2026 South 
Whitehall Township Budget.  

 

MEMORANDUM FOR        
AGENDA ITEMS 
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Action Requested: 
 
Motion to approve the below-identified Resolution, approving the Emergency Interconnection 
Agreement between South Whitehall Township and Lehigh County Authority and authorizing the 
Township Manager to execute the Agreement. 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWNSHP OF SOUTH 
WHITEHALL, LEHIGH COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF AN 
EMERGENCY INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT WITH LEHIGH COUNTY 
AUTHORITY TITLED “EMERGENCY INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT” 
 
Budget Line Item(s) (if applicable):  Please indicate approved budget amount for specified 
project(s). 
 
2026 Capital Budget (Water)- 06431003-40730 
 
Enclosure(s)  
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SOUTH WHITEHALL TOWNSHIP 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-__ 

(Duly Adopted December 3, 2025) 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 
TOWNSHP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL, LEHIGH COUNTY, 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, APPROVING AND 
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF AN 
EMERGENCY INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT WITH LEHIGH 
COUNTY AUTHORITY TITLED “EMERGENCY INTERCONNECTION 
AGREEMENT” 
 

WHEREAS, South Whitehall Township (“Township”) is a political subdivision, municipal 
corporation and First Class Township of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, situated in Lehigh 
County, duly established and lawfully existing under and pursuant to the First Class Township 
Code of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 53 P.S. §§ 55101 et seq., as amended; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township and Lehigh County Authority (“LCA”) each operate a system to 
provide water to the public in adjoining areas of Lehigh County and withdraw their water supply 
from a common acquifer; and 
 
WHEREAS, an interconnection between the two systems permits either system to assist the other 
during an emergency; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Township and LCA executed an Emergency Interconnection Agreement in 2018 
for an interconnection located at the northeast corner of Cetronia Road and Schantz Road; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township and LCA have determined that the interconnection should be 
modernized and that the agreement should be updated; and 
 
WHEREAS, the updated interconnection agreement includes adjustments in ownership of the 
mains extending to the meter pit such that LCA shall take ownership of water main facilities that 
extend on the western side of the meter pit; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the Township finds it to be in the best interest of the 
Township to approve the updated and revised Emergency Interconnection Agreement attached 
hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “A”. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ADOPTED AND RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners 
of South Whitehall Township that the Emergency Interconnection Agreement attached hereto and 
incorporated herein as Exhibit “A” is hereby approved and the Township Manager is authorized 
and directed to execute and deliver the Emergency Interconnection Agreement. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Township Manager is authorized to do or cause to be done 
any and all acts and things necessary or appropriate for implementation of this Resolution and the 
Emergency Interconnection Agreement.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all Resolutions or parts of Resolutions inconsistent with 
this Resolution are hereby repealed and superseded by this Resolution. 
 
DULY ADOPTED this 3rd day of December 2025 by a majority of the Board of Commissioners 
of the Township of South Whitehall, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, at a duly advertised meeting 
of the Board of Commissioners at which a quorum was present. As part of this Resolution, the 
Board of Commissioners has directed that the President, or Vice-President in the absence of the 
President, execute this Resolution on behalf of the Board. 

 
 TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
       
 Diane Kelly, President 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  
Tricia Dickert, Township Secretary  
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LEHIGH COUNTY AUTHORITY and 
SOUTH WHITEHALL TOWNSHIP 

EMERGENCY INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT 
Bortz Property (Cetronia Road & Schantz Road) 

THIS AGREEMENT, made as of the ___day of ___________, 2025 (“Effective Date”). 

LEHIGH COUNTY AUTHORITY, a municipal authority organized and 
existing under the Pennsylvania Municipality Authorities Act with 
offices located at 1053 Spruce Road, Wescosville, Lehigh County, 
Pennsylvania (hereinafter referred to as “LCA”), party of the first part,

AND 

TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL, a municipal corporation and 
Township of the First Class, with offices located at 4444 Walbert Avenue, 
Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania (hereinafter referred to as 
“ Township”), party of the second part.

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, LCA and the Township each operate a system to provide water to the 
public in adjoining areas of Lehigh County and withdraw their water supply from a 
common aquifer; and 

WHEREAS, both systems operate at approximately the same working pressure; and 

WHEREAS, an interconnection between the two systems permits either system to 
assist the other during an emergency; and 

WHEREAS, on or about June 6, 2018, as a result of the development of the Bortz 
property (“Bortz Development”) (Tax Parcel #547672621473–Upper Macungie 
Township, #547682181388-South Whitehall Township) located at the northeast corner of 
Cetronia Road and Schantz Road by KRE-South Whitehall, LP n/k/a KRE PA 2 LP 
(“Developer”), LCA and Township entered into an Emergency Interconnection Agreement 
(the “2018 Interconnection Agreement”), which provided an additional interconnection 
between the systems (“Bortz Interconnector”); and  

WHEREAS, under the 2018 Interconnection Agreement, Township owns the meter 
pit as well as the main extending in the easterly direction from the meter pit to the Township 
and the main extending in the direction on the LCA side of the meter pit as depicted in 
Exhibit “A”; and 

WHEREAS, LCA and Township have determined that it is in each party’s best interest 
to modernize the interconnection pursuant to a project which would add motor operated valves 
(MOVs), automatic flushing units, SCADA systems, and incidental items to control the water 

207



2 

978363349.1

flow through the Bortz Interconnector and allow for remote operation of the emergency 
interconnection (“Project”); and 

WHEREAS, the parties have determined that the 2018 Interconnection Agreement 
should be updated and revised, including but not limited to certain adjustments in ownership 
of the mains extending to the meter pit and to allow for the construction of the Project; and; 
and  

WHEREAS, it has been determined that it is in LCA and Township’s best interest to 
enter into a new agreement (the “2025 Interconnection Agreement” or “Agreement”).  

Now THEREFORE, the parties hereto in consideration of the promises and mutual 
covenants herein contained and intending to be legally bound, agree as follows: 

1. The meter pit shown in Exhibits A-1 and A-2 contain two meters to register
flow from the Township to LCA and flow from LCA to the Township. After review, 
approval and finalization by the parties, emergency connection meter pit detail will be 
prepared and attached in a supplement to this Agreement at such time as the parties have 
finalized that document which will be attached as Exhibit B-1. There will be two 10-inch 
gate interconnector valves outside of the meter pit on each supply line. Pursuant to the 
Project, two motor operated valves (“MOVs”) will be installed in the meter pit and two 
automatic flushing units will be installed outside of the meter pit to allow for remote 
operation. Additionally, an electrical service in the name of the Township will be installed 
in the pit. The electrical costs shall be shared between the Township and LCA. The MOVs 
will be closed under normal operating conditions. The four manual gate valves outside of 
the pit will remain, in the open position, for isolation purposes.  

2. The Township shall continue to own the main on the eastern side of the meter
pit (“Township Main”). LCA, after ownership has been transferred to it from the Township, 
shall own the main  on the western side of the meter pit (“LCA Main”). The Township shall 
take all necessary steps to transfer ownership of the LCA Main over to LCA. Operation, 
maintenance and repair responsibility within the Bortz Development will be by the 
respective party for the water mains it owns. Legal ownership of the meter pit as defined 
by the deed of dedication of the meter pit and its easement to the Township shall be held 
by the Township, therefore responsibility for the meter pit shall be with the Township, 
which shall include meter calibrations. Meters shall be tested annually with certification 
provided to both parties. Any costs incurred in the care of the pit, which shall include 
meter calibrations, shall be divided equally between LCA and the Township. Despite the 
Township owning the pit, LCA shall have all necessary access rights to construct the 
Project and any additional projects agreed upon in writing by the parties. LCA shall also 
have access to read its meter and provide maintenance provided advance written notice is 
given to the Township prior to accessing the meter pit. Notice provided via email to the 
Township Manager and the Township Director of Operations shall be deemed sufficient. 
The Township shall provide and install a lock on the meter pit, although LCA shall be 
provided with a key. The Township and LCA shall share the costs for design and 
construction of the Project. Township shall reimburse LCA for half of the costs provided 
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satisfactory evidence of the cost is provided to the Township. 

3. The Township shall be responsible for any necessary permit renewals
including with the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”).  The 
permit for the Bortz Interconnector as an emergency interconnect does not currently expire. 

4. The parties agree to assist each other by permitting the transfer of water
between the systems for any short-term emergency, which shall be limited in duration to 
ten (10) days, subject to the ability of the assisting party to do so without total loss of 
service to its own customers. In the event that usage restrictions are required in order to 
permit both systems to enjoy service or to comply with regulatory requirements such as 
drought restrictions, such restrictions shall be equally applied by LCA and the Township. 
A longer-term emergency shall require the written approval of LCA and the Township. 

5. The parties agree to establish a protocol between them for notification and
operation of the interconnection but in no event shall any party allow water to flow through 
the Bortz Interconnector without providing advance written notice to the Township 
Manager, the Township Director of Operations, and LCA’s Deputy Director of Field 
Services. The parties will make every effort to give as much advance notice as possible. Each 
party agrees to use its “best efforts” to assist and cooperate with the other party and shall 
comply with generally accepted standards and procedures for the operation of public water 
systems.  

6. The cost of water provided pursuant to this Agreement shall be determined
by multiplying the quantity of water transferred, as determined by meter readings, by the 
higher of LCA’s or the Township’s lowest priced rate. 

7. This Agreement shall become effective after all parties have approved and
executed it. 

8. Upon the Effective Date, the 2018 Interconnection Agreement is hereby
terminated and declared null and void. 

9. This Agreement shall be effective for a period of ten (10) years from the
Effective Date, which initial term shall renew automatically for successive ten (10) year 
periods unless and until terminated by either party or amended by the written consent of 
all parties. 

10. The terms of this Agreement may be amended only by written agreement of
the parties. 

11. If any provision hereof shall be held to be invalid, such invalidity shall not
affect any other provision hereof, and the remaining provisions hereof shall be construed 
and enforced as if such invalid provision had not been contained herein. The laws of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania shall govern the interpretation hereof. 

12. This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of which shall
be regarded for all purposes as an original, and such counterpart shall constitute one and 
the same instrument. Each party agrees that this Agreement may be electronically signed 
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and that any electronic signatures appearing on this Agreement are the same as handwritten 
signatures for the purposes of validity, enforceability, and admissibility.  

This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of which 
shall be regarded for all purposes as an original, and such counterpart shall constitute 
one and the same instrument.  Each party agrees that this Agreement may be 
electronically signed and that any electronic signatures appearing on this Agreement 
are the same as handwritten signatures for the purposes of validity, enforceability, and 
admissibility. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each of the parties hereto has caused this Agreement to be 
duly executed and attested by its proper officers, pursuant to proper action of its governing 
body, all as of the day and year first above written. 

ATTEST: LEHIGH COUNTY AUTHORITY 

___________________________ _____________________________________ 

ATTEST: SOUTH WHITEHALL TOWNSHIP 

___________________________ _____________________________________ 
Tricia Dickert  Thomas R. Petrucci 
Secretary Township Manager 
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 8.B

Item Cover Page
 

  

DATE: December 3, 2025

SUBMITTED BY: Tracy Fehnel,Finance

ITEM TYPE: Resolution

AGENDA SECTION: RESOLUTIONS

SUBJECT: A Resolution Establishing Rates, Rents, Charges, and Delinquent
Charges for Furnishing Water Service to Consumers, and Establishing
the Circumstances under which Water Service is Discontinued and
Municipal Liens Filed. 

SUGGESTED ACTION: There is no proposed water rate increase being passed on to the SWT
residents for 2026.
Motion to adopt said resolution confirming rate of service charges for
WATER for year 2026.

 

  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AGENDA ITEM REPORT
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:
DRAFT 2026 MEMO Water_Sewer_Refuse Rates.pdf
DRAFT Resolution Setting 2026 Water Rate.pdf
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TO: Board of Commissioners 
FROM: Tricia Dickert, Director of Finance 
DATE: December 3, 2025 

SUBJECT: Approval of Resolutions for Fees for Water, Sanitary Sewer, and Municipal 
Solid Waste for 2026 

COPY TO: T. Petrucci; H. Bender; K. Blahnik; D. Zackeru; T. Fehnel 
 

• Action Requested: 
 
Official action is requested from the Board of Commissioners in order to approve the following 
three (3) resolutions to confirm the rate of service charges for Water (no change), Sewer (increase 
from 2025) and Municipal Solid Waste (no change). 
 

1. A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
TOWNSHIP, LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, ESTABLISHING RATES, 
RENTS, CHARGES, AND DELINQUENT CHARGES FOR FURNISHING WATER 
SERVICE TO CONSUMERS, AND ESTABLISHING THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
UNDER WHICH WATER SERVICE IS DISCONTINUED AND MUNICIPAL LIENS 
FILED 

 
o There is no proposed Water rate increase being passed on to the SWT residents for 

2026. 
 

2. A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
TOWNSHIP, LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, ESTABLISHING RATES, 
RENTS, CHARGES, AND DELINQUENT CHARGES FOR FURNISHING SANITARY 
SEWERAGE SERVICES TO OWNERS AND/OR CONSUMERS, AND 
ESTABLISHING THE CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH WATER SERVICE IS 
DISCONTINUED AND MUNICIPAL LIENS FILED 

 
o There is a proposed 4% Sewer rate increase being passed on to SWT residents for 

2026. This is based on the Sewer Rate Study conducted in 2024. 
 
 
 

3. A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
TOWNSHIP, LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, APPROVING AND ADOPTING 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 
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MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE COLLECTION CHARGES FOR CALENDAR YEAR 
2026 
 

o There is no proposed Refuse rate increase for 2026. 
 

• Low-Income Senior Refuse Discount Program for 2026: 
 

Once again, property owners sixty-five (65) years of age or older may be eligible for a Senior 
Low Income Discount credit on their Solid Waste and Recycling Fee not to exceed $120.00 
per year, or $30.00 per quarter. An application for this credit must be completed and filed 
annually with the Finance Department on a form prescribed by the Department for such 
purpose. The application shall be filed with the Finance Department, postmarked no later than 
December 31 of the year for which the discount is sought. The Finance Department may 
require evidence or information as it deems necessary or appropriate in reviewing and 
approving an application. All evidence and information received by an employee of the 
Township for the purpose of determining eligibility for this discount rebate shall be considered 
confidential. Upon approval of an application, a $120.00 credit representing all four quarters 
will be applied to the property owner’s refuse account. Credits will be partially reversed on a 
pro rata basis for properties that are being readied for conveyance within the same 
calendar/fiscal year that the full discount credit was already applied. These reversed credits 
will appear as money owed to the Township on the certification ordered by the title company 
prior to settlement. 
 
For 2026, the annual household income thresholds have been raised by 5% to $36,935 for a 
qualified single senior citizen, and $45,755 for qualified married senior citizens. The $120.00 
credit will be applied to the first 100 units/applicants whose complete applications are received 
and approved. 
 
Applications for the 2026 discount will be available January 2, 2026, on the Township website 
and in the Township lobby. The Finance Department will proactively send the 2026 application 
to homeowners who qualified for and received the credit in the year 2025. 
 
• Budget Line Item(s) (if applicable): 

 
Revenue line items per each fund as set forth in the 2026 Budget 
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
SOUTH WHITEHALL TOWNSHIP  

LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-__ 
(Duly Adopted December 3, 2025) 

 
A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING RATES, RENTS, CHARGES, 
AND DELINQUENT CHARGES FOR FURNISHING WATER 
SERVICE TO CONSUMERS, AND ESTABLISHING THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH WATER SERVICE IS 
DISCONTINUED AND MUNICIPAL LIENS FILED 

 
 WHEREAS, South Whitehall Township (“Township”) operates a water supply and 

distribution system serving users and consumers located in and about South Whitehall Township; 

and 

 
 WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of the Township to insure that revenues collected for 

the supply and distribution of water are sufficient to meet lending requirements and obligations to 

bondholders, as well as administrative and operating expenses. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ADOPTED AND RESOLVED by the Board of 

Commissioners of the Township, as follows: 

 
1. Definitions.  Unless the context specifically and clearly indicates otherwise, 

the meaning of terms used in this Resolution shall be as follows: 

(a) “Consumer” means a Person (hereinafter defined) who, prior to, 

upon, or after the effective date hereof, has contracted or contracts for and/or is receiving 

or shall receive water service for each Consumer Unit; or who has been notified of a 

required connection to the Water System, but has failed or refused to so connect. 

(b) “Consumer Unit” means: 

(i)  A building under one roof and occupied by one family or business; 

or 

(ii)  A combination of buildings in one enclosure or group and occupied 

by one family or business; or 
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(iii)  One side of a double building or house having a solid vertical 

partition wall; or 

(iv)  A building, house, or other structure, or any room, group of rooms, 

or parts thereof, occupied by more than one family or business, the water fixtures of which 

are used in common; or 

(v)    Each room or group of rooms in a building occupied or intended 

for occupancy as a separate business or as separate living quarters by a family or other 

group of Persons living together or by a Person living alone, the water fixtures of which 

are not used in common; or 

(vi)   Each apartment, office, or suite of offices in a building or house 

having several such apartments, offices, or suites of offices and using common one or more 

hallways and one or more means of entrance; or 

(vii)  Any trailer, mobile, or modular home occupied by one family or 

business; or 

(viii) Any other unit or category listed in the schedule of rates set forth 

elsewhere in this Resolution. 

(c) “Owner” means any Person having an interest, whether legal or 

equitable, sole or partial, in any Property which contains one or more Consumer Units. 

(d) “Person” means any individual, firm, partnership, company, 

association, society, corporation, trust, governmental body, or an agency, department, or 

political subdivision thereof, or any other group or entity. 

(e) “Property” means any building, group of buildings or land upon 

which buildings are to be constructed, containing one or more Consumer Units, which 

Property is or may be served by the Township’s Water System. 

(f) “Township” means the Township of South Whitehall, Lehigh 

County, Pennsylvania, a political subdivision, municipal corporation, and Township of the 

First Class, duly organized and lawfully existing under the First Class Township Code of 

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as amended. 

(g) “Water System” means the water production, treatment, storage, and 

distribution facilities, including all related facilities to be constructed, installed, or acquired 

by or for the Township, including all property, real, personal, and mixed, rights, powers, 
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licenses, easements, rights of way, privileges, franchises, and other property or interest in 

property of whatsoever nature, used or useful in connection with such facilities, and 

together with all additions, extension, alterations, improvements and betterments thereof 

or thereto which may be made, installed, or acquired, from time to time, by or for the 

Township. 

 
2. WATER RATES, RENTS AND CHARGES 

 
(a) Schedule of Water Distribution and Consumption Fees.  Each 

Consumer served or to be served by the Water System of the Township shall be charged a 

Water Distribution and Consumption Fee and other charges in accordance with the 

following schedule, effective April 1, 2023 and thereafter: 

 
Base Charge per quarter (not pro-rated) for each 
water connection (with the exception of 
connections solely used for fire protection), 
without regard to water usage:  $30.00  
 
Water Distribution and Consumption Fee  
per 1,000 gallons used:      $7.44 
 
Minimum Non-Connection Charge per quarter 
(not pro-rated) for Owners or Consumers who 
were notified of required connection to Water 
System but have failed or refused to connect to 
Water System: $118.00 

 
(b) Water Shut-Off and Turn-On Charges, and Fire Hydrant Fees:  

Water shut-off and turn-on charges, and fire hydrant related fees, shall be established, from 

time to time, by Resolution of the Board of Commissioners. 

 
3. PREVIOUS PROVISIONS, RATES, RENTS, AND CHARGES 

 
All previous water consumption rates, rents, and charges established by either the 

Township or the former South Whitehall Township Authority, are hereby superseded, 

except as to those periods which precede the adoption of this Resolution for which rates, 

rents, or charges remain unpaid. 
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4. BILLINGS AND PAYMENT 
 
(a) All bills for water service furnished to Consumers shall be rendered 

quarterly, and shall represent the amount due for water service rendered during the 

preceding three months. 

 
(b) Whenever water service to any Consumer Unit begins after the first 

day or terminates before the last day of any billing period, the water rates, rents, and 

charges for such period shall consist of the Base Charge (not pro-rated) and the amount of 

the Water Distribution and Consumption Fee for the actual water usage: 

 
(c) No allowance or rebate will be made for unoccupied Property. 
 
(d) Owner and Consumer Responsibilities: 

 
(i)   From and after the date of this Resolution, all new billing shall be 

in the name of an Owner of the Property served. 

 

(ii)   From and after the date of this Resolution, the Owner of each 

served Property is responsible for payment of all fees and charges which are incurred by 

the occupants of such Property. 

 

(iii)   The Owner of the Property served may request that the name of 

a tenant or occupant be added to the bill in the form of a “care of” on the address line, but 

no such addition or designation shall relieve or exonerate the Owner of the Property from 

his primary responsibility for payment of any bill for water service. 

 

 (iv)   Each Consumer initially shall provide the Township with, and 

thereafter shall keep Township advised of, his correct billing address.   

 

 (v)     Failure to receive a bill for water service shall not be considered 

an excuse for nonpayment nor shall such failure result in an extension of the period of time 

during which such bill shall be payable without penalty, interest, and delinquency charges 

as established herein.   
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(e) All bills for water service furnished to Consumers shall be due and 

payable as of the date thereof.  If any bill for such water service is not paid within thirty 

(30) days after such bill shall become due and payable, then such bill shall be deemed 

delinquent and delinquency charges shall become due and payable at such rates as are 

established herein. 

 
(f) The Director of Operations, or his designee, is hereby authorized to 

commence the billing of Water Distribution and Consumption Fees to any prospective 

Owner who has received notice from the Township that a water connection is required, 

commencing thirty (30) days following the receipt of such connection notice. 

 
(g) The Director of Operations, or his designee, is authorized to 

establish reasonable estimates of an Owner’s water consumption in establishing the amount 

to be charged as a Water Distribution and Consumption Fee, and to add an administrative 

charge of $35.00 to reimburse the Township for the actual cost of separately administering 

estimated charges, for those who fail or refuse to connect. 

 
(h) The Director of Operations, or his designee, is also authorized to 

establish reasonable estimates of an Owner’s water consumption in establishing the amount 

to be charged as a Water Distribution and Consumption Fee for those Owners whose meters 

fail to properly monitor consumption and usage. 

 
5. DELINQUENT CHARGES, RATES, AND PROCESSES INVOLVING 

DELINQUENCIES 
 

The Township hereby establishes delinquency charges to be assessed against delinquent 

Consumers and Owners as follows: 

 

(a) Bills for water service shall be due and payable as of the date of the 

bill. 
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(b) Failure to remit payment within thirty (30) days after such date shall 

result in in any unpaid amount being deemed to be delinquent. 

 

(c) The Township may assess and collect any and all costs and fees 

associated with the collection of the delinquent amount after it becomes delinquent, and 

after thirty (30) days’ notice to the Consumer and/or the Owner of the Township’s intent 

to assess and collect such costs and fees, including but not limited to reasonable attorney’s 

fees as permitted by law.   

 

(d) Any delinquent amount for water service shall be considered to be a 

municipal claim, and a municipal lien against the Property for the municipal claim in the 

delinquent amount may be filed in the office of the Clerk of Judicial Records – Civil 

Division of Lehigh County, Pennsylvania.  The municipal lien shall be in addition to, and 

not in lieu of, any other collection method available to the Township under this Resolution 

or otherwise by law.  The municipal lien shall be entered and collected in the manner set 

forth by the Pennsylvania Municipal Claims and Tax Lien Law, 53 P.S. Section 7101, et 

seq., as amended.  The following may also be added to the amount of the lien, and any 

judgment upon the lien for collection, as permitted by law: 

 

   (i)  Interest shall accrue and be assessed after the date of the filing 

of the lien in the manner permitted by law at the specific rate of ten percent (10%) per 

annum.  

 

   (ii)  An Administrative Fee in the amount of $35.00 may also be 

assessed to reimburse the Township for any actual costs incurred by the Township in the 

processing of the claim to be filed as a lien.  The Administrative Fee may be amended by 

Resolution of the Board of Commissioners from time to time. 

 

(iii)  Court costs as actually incurred may also be added. 
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(e) The Administrative Fee and delinquency charges established hereby 

shall be uniformly assessed against all water Consumers or Owners who become 

delinquent, and shall be in addition to any and all collection and other charges which are 

assessable in accordance with law. 

 
6. DISCONTINUANCE OF WATER SERVICE FOR NON-PAYMENT OF 

BILLS 
 

(a) Discontinuance (“shut off”) of water service for non-payment of 

bills for either water service or sewerage service shall be in accordance with the applicable 

provisions of the Water Services Act, 53 P.S. Section 3102.502 Termination of Service, 

the Utility Service Tenants Rights Act, 68 P.S. Section 399.1 et seq., each as amended, and 

any other applicable law or regulation. 

 

(b) An appointment with a designee of the Township at the Property 

shall be required to have water service re-established.  All applicable turn-on charges and 

fees shall be paid before water service is restored. 

 
 

7. RIGHTS RESERVED BY TOWNSHIP; RATES BY RESOLUTION 
 

The Township reserves the right to repeal, amend, supplement, or modify this 

Resolution or any part thereof, or to change the water rates, rents, and charges established 

and imposed by this Resolution in such manner and at such times as, in the opinion of the 

Board of Commissioners, shall be necessary or desirable, all after due legal procedure.   

 

8. CONSTRUCTION AND SEVERABILITY 
 
In the event any provision, section, sentence, clause, or part hereof, or the 

application of any provision, section, sentence, clause, or part hereof, shall be held to be 

invalid, then such invalidity shall not affect or impair any remaining provision, section, 

sentence, clause, or part hereof, it being the intent of the Township that such remainder 

shall be and shall remain in full force and effect. 
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9. REPEALER 
 
All Resolutions and parts of Resolutions inconsistent herewith are expressly 

repealed.  Specifically, but not limited to, this Resolution shall be deemed to supersede and 

replace Resolution No. 2024-128.  

 
DULY ADOPTED this 3rd day of December 2025, by a majority of the Board of 

Commissioners of the Township of South Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, at 

a duly advertised meeting of the Board of Commissioners at which a quorum was present.  As part 

of this Resolution, the Board of Commissioners has directed that the President, or Vice-President 

in the absence of the President, or Secretary in the absence of both the President and Vice-

President, execute this Resolution on behalf of the Board.  

 
TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 

       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 

 Diane Kelly, President 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________ 
Tricia Dickert, Twp. Secretary 
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DATE: December 3, 2025

SUBMITTED BY: Tracy Fehnel,Finance

ITEM TYPE: Resolution

AGENDA SECTION: RESOLUTIONS

SUBJECT: A Resolution Establishing Rates, Rents, Charges, and Delinquent
Charges for Furnishing Sanitary Sewerage Services to Owners and/or
Consumers, and Establishing the Circumstances under which Water
Service is Discontinued and Municipal Liens Filed.

SUGGESTED ACTION: There is a proposed 4% Sewer rate increase being passed on to SWT
residents for 2026.  This is based on the Sewer Rate Study conducted in
2024.  
Motion to adopt said resolution confirming rate of service charges for
SEWER for year 2026.

 

  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AGENDA ITEM REPORT
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:
DRAFT 2026 MEMO Water_Sewer_Refuse Rates.pdf
DRAFT Resolution Setting 2026 Sewer Rate.pdf
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SOUTH WHITEHALL TOWNSHIP  
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-__ 

(Duly Adopted December 3, 2025) 
 

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING RATES, RENTS, CHARGES, 
AND DELINQUENT CHARGES FOR FURNISHING SANITARY 
SEWERAGE SERVICES TO OWNERS AND/OR CONSUMERS, 
AND ESTABLISHING THE CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH 
WATER SERVICE IS DISCONTINUED AND MUNICIPAL LIENS 
FILED 

 
 WHEREAS, South Whitehall Township (“Township”) operates a sanitary sewerage 

collection system serving Consumers located in and about the Township, which transports effluent 

collected to the City of Allentown Sewage Treatment Plant for treatment; and 

 
 WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of the Township to insure that revenues collected for 

the collection, transportation, and treatment of sanitary sewerage are sufficient to meet lending 

requirements and obligations to bondholders, as well as to pay the administrative and operating 

expenses of the Township for such services. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ADOPTED AND RESOLVED by the Board of 

Commissioners of the Township, as follows:  

 
1. Definitions.  Unless otherwise specified herein, or unless the context 

specifically and clearly indicates otherwise, the meaning of terms used in this Resolution 

shall be as follows: 

 
(a) “Consumer” means a Person (hereafter defined) who, prior to, upon, 

or after the effective date hereof, has contracted or contracts for and/or is receiving or shall 

receive sanitary sewerage collection, transportation, and/or treatment service for each 

Consumer Unit; or who has been notified of a required connection to the Sewer System, 

but has failed or refused to so connect. 

 
(b) “Consumer Unit” means: 
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(i) A building under one roof and occupied by one family or business; 

or 

(ii)  A combination of buildings in one enclosure or group and occupied 

by one family or business; or 

 

(iii)  One side of a double building or house having a solid vertical 

partition wall; or 

 

(iv)  A building, house, or other structure, or any room, group of rooms, 

or parts thereof, occupied by more than one family, the water fixtures of which are used in 

common; or 

 

(v)  Each room or group of rooms in a building occupied or intended for 

occupancy as a separate business or as separate living quarters by a family or other group 

of Persons living together or by a Person living alone, the water fixtures of which are not 

used in common; or 

 

(vi)  Each apartment, office, or suite of offices in a building or house 

having several such apartments, offices, or suites of offices and using in common one or 

more hallways and one or more means of entrance; or 

 

(vii)  Any trailer, mobile, or modular home occupied by one family or 

business; or 

 

(viii)  Any other unit or category listed in the schedule of rates set forth 

elsewhere in this Resolution. 

 
(c) “Owner” means any Person having an interest, whether legal or 

equitable, sole or partial, in any Property. 
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(d) “Person” means any individual, firm, partnership, company, 

association, society, corporation, trust, governmental body, or an agency, department, or 

political subdivision thereof, or any other group or entity. 

 
(e) “Property” means any building, group of buildings, or land upon 

which buildings are to be constructed which is or may be served by the Township. 

 

(f) “Township” means the Township of South Whitehall, Lehigh 

County, Pennsylvania, a political subdivision, municipal corporation, and Township of the 

First Class, duly organized and lawfully existing under the First Class Township Code of 

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as amended. 

 
(g) “Sewer System” means all sanitary sewerage collection and 

transportation facilities of the Township, including all related facilities to be constructed, 

installed, or acquired by or for the Township, including all property, real, personal, and 

mixed, rights, powers, licenses, easements, rights of way, privileges, franchises, and other 

property or interest in property of whatsoever nature used or useful in connection with such 

facilities, and together with all additions, extension, alterations, improvements, and 

betterments thereof or thereto which may be made, installed, or acquired, from time to 

time, by or for the Township. 

 
2. SEWER RENTALS AND CHARGES 

 
(a) Sewer rentals and charges are imposed upon and shall be collected 

from the Owner of each improved Property which is connected or which was required to 

be connected to the Township’s Sewer System, for use of the Sewer System, whether such 

use shall be direct or indirect, which sewer rentals and charges shall commence and shall 

be effective as of the earlier of the date of connection, or the date when connection was 

required by the Township, and shall be payable as provided herein, in accordance with the 

following schedule of rates and classifications.  For purposes of this Resolution, a dwelling 

unit or equivalent dwelling unit is a building or use which shall be presumed to have an 

average daily consumption of 172 gallons of water per day (one EDU) and an equivalent 

amount of sewage flow into the Sewer System. 
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3. RATE SCHEDULE 
 

The rentals and charges for sewerage service shall be as set forth below. 

 
(a) Flat Rate:  Effective January 1, 2026, all Owners of residential and 

nonresidential improved Properties connected to the Sewer System who are not billed 

based upon metered water consumption or sewage flow shall pay sewer rentals or charges, 

except as hereinafter noted, at the rate of a base charge of $38.00 per quarter and $94.64 

per quarter per Consumer Unit as set forth in the following schedule: 

Category 

Equivalent 

Dwelling Units 

Residential (a Consumer Unit) 1 unit 

 

Each retail store, business, professional office, or 

beauty shop, attached to or part of a home and 

operated by the homeowner; the rate includes the 

residence. 

 

1-1/2 units 

Each retail store, business, professional office, or 

beauty shop, not operated in a home by the 

homeowner. 

 

1-1/2 units 

Each service station. 

 

2 units 

Each fire station 

 

1/2 unit 

Each social hall 

 

1 unit 
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Each church 

 

1 unit 

Barbershops (non-home operated) 1 unit 

 

(b) Metered Rate:  Effective April 1, 2026, all Owners of residential and 

non-residential Property who are billed on the basis of metered water consumption or 

sewage flow shall pay sewer rentals at the rate of a $38.00 base charge per quarter per 

connection and a usage charge at the rate of $5.17 per 1000 gallons of water consumption 

or sewage flow per quarter. 

 

(c) The Township, at its sole discretion, shall determine when an Owner 

shall be billed on the basis of metered water consumption, sewage flow, or on a flat rate 

basis.  That determination shall be made on the basis of water consumption, or where 

applicable, sewage flow reports. 

 

(d) The volume of water to be used for billing sewer rentals or charges 

as set forth in subparagraphs (b) and (c) above shall include any and all water purchased 

from private or public water companies and all water obtained from any other sources 

(wells, springs, streams, etc.) as determined by:  (i) meters installed and maintained by any 

private or public water company, if any; (ii) meters installed and maintained by the 

Township; (iii) meters installed and maintained by the Property Owner as may be approved 

by the Township; or (iv) from estimates or measurements made by the Township where 

the Township considers metering impractical. 

 

(e) For service periods of less or more than one quarter, the computation 

of the volume of water consumed, and the resulting sewer rentals or charges, shall be 

proportionally adjusted. 

 

(f) If the Owner of any improved Property shall fail to provide the 

Township with all information required to compute the sewer rentals or charges to such 

improved Property, then the Township may estimate a reasonable applicable sewer rental 
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or charge for such improved Property, and such estimated sewer rental or charge shall be 

the actual sewer rental or charge payable until the required information is filed; provided, 

however, that no rebates will be paid by the Township if the information filed reveals a 

lower indicated sewer rental or charge than that estimated by the Township. 

 

(g) Additional classifications and sewer rentals or charges or 

modifications of the above schedule for sewer rentals or charges may be established by 

Resolution of the Township from time to time as deemed necessary. 

 

(h) Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to prohibit the Township 

from entering into separate agreements with Owners with respect to sewer rentals and 

charges to be imposed in those circumstances where, due to seasonal fluctuations or other 

unusual circumstances, the sewer rentals or charges set forth herein shall be deemed by the 

Township to be unfair or inequitable. 

 
4. PREVIOUS PROVISIONS 
 
All previous sanitary sewerage collection, transportation, or treatment rates, rents, 

and charges are hereby superseded, except as to those periods which precede the adoption 

of this Resolution for which rates, rents, or charges remain unpaid. 

 
5. BILLINGS AND PAYMENT 
 

(a) Flat Rate: 

 

   (i)  All bills for sewer rentals or charges, except those based on 

metered water consumption, shall be rendered quarterly on the first day of January, April, 

July, and October in each year, or on such other dates as the Township shall specify and 

shall permit Owners to pay sewer rentals or charges in advance or on an annual or quarterly 

basis. 

 

   (ii)  Unmetered Owners shall receive a sewer rentals and charges 

bill quarterly as in subsection (a).  This bill shall provide for quarterly payments to be made 
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in advance in the amount specified without discount, which payments shall be due and 

payable on or before January 31 for the first quarter, April 30 for the second quarter, July 

31 for the third quarter, and October 31 for the fourth quarter. 

 

(b) Metered Rate: 

 

(i) All bills for sewer rentals or charges based on metered water 

consumption or estimates by the Township shall be rendered quarterly, and shall represent 

the amount due for sewer service rendered during the preceding three months. 

 

(ii) Owners of improved Properties connected to the Sewer 

System for less than a full quarter shall pay a pro rata consumption-based sewer rental or 

charge for service for the balance of the quarter, together with a full base charge for the 

quarter. 

 

(c) No allowance or rebate will be made for unoccupied Property. 

 

(d) Owner and Consumer Responsibilities. 

 

(i)   From and after the date of this Resolution, all new billing shall 

be in the name of an Owner of the Property served. 

 

(ii)   From and after the date of this Resolution, the Owner of each 

served Property is responsible for payment of all fees and charges which are incurred by 

the occupants of such Property. 

 

(iii)   The Owner of the Property served may request that the name 

of a tenant or occupant be added to the bill in the form of a “care of” on the address line 

but no such addition or designation shall relieve or exonerate the Owner of the Property 

from their primary responsibility for payment of any bill for sewer service. 
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(iv)   Each Consumer initially shall provide the Township with, and 

thereafter shall keep Township advised of their correct billing address.   

 

(v) Failure to receive a bill for sewer service shall not be 

considered an excuse for nonpayment.  No such failure results in an extension of the period 

of time during which such bill shall be payable without penalty, interest, or delinquency 

fees and charges.   

 

(e) All bills for sewer service furnished to Consumers shall be due and 

payable as of the date thereof.  If any bill for such sewer service is not paid within thirty 

(30) days after such bill shall become due and payable, such bill shall be deemed delinquent 

and delinquency charges shall become due and payable at such rates as are established 

herein. 

 

(f) The Director of Operations, or their designee, is hereby authorized 

to commence the billing of sanitary sewerage rentals and charges to any prospective Owner 

who has received notice from the Township that a connection to the Sewer System is 

required, commencing thirty (30) days following the receipt of such connection notice. 

 

(g) The Director of Operations, or their designee, is authorized to 

establish reasonable estimates of an Owner’s water consumption in establishing the amount 

to be charged for sanitary sewerage rentals and charges, and to add an administrative charge 

of $35.00 to reimburse the Township for the cost of separately administering estimated 

charges, for those who fail or refuse to connect. 

 

(h) For properties whose sanitary sewerage discharges are metered, the 

Director of Operations, or their designee, is also authorized to establish reasonable 

estimates of an Owner’s water consumption in establishing the amount of sanitary 

sewerage rentals and charges to be charged for those Owners whose sewer meters fail to 

properly monitor effluent flows. 

 

235



{00774388v3} 
 Page 9 of 11
  

6. DELINQUENT CHARGES, RATES, AND PROCESSES INVOLVING 
DELINQUENCIES 

 
The Township hereby establishes delinquency charges to be assessed against delinquent 

sanitary sewer Owners and Consumers as follows: 

 

(a) Bills for sewer service shall be due and payable as of the date of the 

bill. 

 

(b) Failure to remit payment within thirty (30) days after such date shall 

result in in any unpaid amount being deemed to be delinquent. 

 

(c) The Township may assess and collect any and all costs and fees 

associated with the collection of the delinquent amount after it becomes delinquent, and 

after thirty (30) days’ notice of the Township’s intent to assess and collect such costs and 

fees, including but not limited to reasonable attorney’s fees as permitted by law.  The 

reasonable attorney’s fees shall be established by Ordinance or Resolution of the Township 

from time to time. 

 
(d) Any delinquent amount shall be considered to be a municipal claim, 

and a municipal lien against the Property served may be filed in the office of the Clerk of 

Judicial Records – Civil Division of Lehigh County, Pennsylvania.  The municipal lien 

shall be in addition to and not in lieu of, any other collection method available to the 

Township under this Ordinance or otherwise by law.  The municipal lien shall be entered 

and collected in the manner set forth by the Pennsylvania Municipal Claims and Tax Lien 

Law, 53 P.S. Section 7101, et seq., as amended.  The following may also be added to the 

amount of the lien, and any judgment upon the lien for collection, as permitted by law: 

(i)  Interest shall accrue and be assessed after the date of the 

filing of the lien in the manner permitted by law at the specific rate of ten percent (10%) 

per annum.   
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(ii) An Administrative Fee in the amount of $35.00 may also be 

assessed to reimburse the Township for any actual costs incurred by it in the processing of 

the claim to be filed as a lien.  The Administrative Fee may be amended by Resolution of 

the Board of Commissioners from time to time. 

 

(iii) Court costs as actually incurred may also be added.   

 

(e) The Administrative Fee and delinquency charges established hereby 

shall be uniformly assessed against all Sewer System Consumers or Owners who become 

delinquent, and shall be in addition to any and all collection and other charges which are 

assessable in accordance with law. 

 
7. DISCONTINUANCE OF WATER SERVICE FOR NON-PAYMENT OF 

BILLS 
 
(a) Discontinuance (“shut off”) of water service for non-payment of 

bills for sewerage service shall be in accordance with the applicable provisions of the Water 

Services Act, 53 P.S. Section 3102.502 Termination of Service, the Utility Service Tenants 

Rights Act, 68 P.S. Section 399.1 et seq., each as amended, and any other applicable law 

or regulation. 

 

(b) An appointment with a designee of the Township at the Property 

shall be required to have water service re-established.  All applicable turn-on charges and 

fees shall be paid before water service is restored. 

 
8. RIGHTS RESERVED BY TOWNSHIP 

 
The Township reserves the right to repeal, amend, supplement, or modify this 

Resolution or any part thereof, or to change the sewer rates, rents, and charges established 

and imposed by this Resolution in such manner and at such times as, in the opinion of the 

Board of Commissioners, shall be necessary or desirable, all after due legal procedure.  

Specifically, the rates rents, and charges may be changed by Resolution. 
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9. CONSTRUCTION AND SEVERABILITY 
 
In the event any provision, section, sentence, clause, or part hereof, or the 

application of any provision, section, sentence, clause, or part hereof, shall be held to be 

invalid, then such invalidity shall not affect or impair any remaining provision, section, 

sentence, clause, or part hereof, it being the intent of Township that such remainder shall 

be and shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
10. REPEALER 
 
All Resolutions and parts of Resolutions inconsistent herewith are expressly 

repealed.  Specifically, but not limited to, this Resolution shall be deemed to supersede and 

replace South Whitehall Township Board of Authority Resolutions 2013-12-BOA, 2014-

07-BOA, and South Whitehall Township Board of Commissioners Resolution 2024-129. 

 
DULY ADOPTED this 3rd day of December 2025, by a majority of the Board of 

Commissioners of the Township of South Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, at 

a duly advertised meeting of the Board of Commissioners at which a quorum was present.  As part 

of this Resolution, the Board of Commissioners has directed that the President, or Vice-President 

in the absence of the President, or Secretary in the absence of both the President and Vice-

President, execute this Resolution on behalf of the Board.  

 
TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 

       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 

 Diane Kelly, President 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________ 
Tricia Dickert, Twp. Secretary 
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SOUTH WHITEHALL TOWNSHIP 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-__ 

(Duly Adopted December 3, 2025) 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SOUTH 
WHITEHALL TOWNSHIP, LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 

APPROVING AND ADOPTING MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE 
COLLECTION CHARGES FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2026 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the Township of South Whitehall has contracted for Municipal Solid Waste 
and Recycling collection, hauling, and disposal services (the “Hauling Services”) for its residents; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, Township Ordinance 887, duly adopted December 30, 2008, authorizes the 
Board of Commissioners to establish, by resolution, a schedule of fees from time to time for 
municipal Waste Hauling; and  
  
 WHEREAS, the most recent resolution establishing Hauling Services fees was Resolution 
2024-130, adopted December 4, 2024, which set fees for the 2025 calendar year; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance 887, the Board of Commissions desires to set Waste 
Hauling fees, penalties, and other charges for the 2026 calendar year.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ADOPTED AND RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Commissioners of South Whitehall Township hereby approve of and adopt the following schedule 
of fees, penalties, and other charges for municipal solid waste collection for the calendar year 
2026: 
  

A. For the period commencing January 1, 2026, through and including December 
31, 2026, the Hauling Services fee for the entire billing year shall be Six 
Hundred Sixty Dollars ($660.00) per Residential Establishment Unit.  The 
Hauling Services fee charged for any quarter within the billing year shall be 
One Hundred Sixty-Five Dollars ($165.00).   
 

B. Hauling Services fees shall be due and payable no later than thirty (30) days 
from the date of the invoice. Failure to remit payment shall result in the 
assessment of a penalty in the amount of ten percent (10%) on the delinquent 
amount together with any and all costs and fees associated with the collection 
of the delinquent amount, including but not limited to attorney fees, as 
permitted by law.  
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C. Any delinquent amount shall be considered a lien against the real estate served 

and shall be filed in office of the Prothonotary of Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 
The lien shall be entered and collected in the manner set forth by the 
Pennsylvania Municipal Claims and Tax Lien Law, 53 P.S. Section 7101, et. 
seq., as amended. Interest shall be assessed in the manner permitted by law and 
at a rate of ten percent (10%) per annum or at the maximum rate permitted by 
law.  

 
D. South Whitehall Township reserves the right to pursue any other method of 

collection and/or avail itself of any other legal remedy.  
 
E. Property owners sixty-five (65) years of age or older may be eligible for a 

Senior Low Income Discount credit on their Solid Waste and Recycling Fee not 
to exceed $120.00 per year, or $30.00 per quarter. An application for this credit 
must be completed and filed annually with the Finance Department on a form 
prescribed by the Department for such purpose. The application shall be filed 
with the Finance Department, postmarked no later than December 31 of the year 
for which the discount is being sought. The Finance Department may require 
evidence or information as it deems necessary or appropriate in reviewing and 
approving an application. All evidence and information received by an 
employee of the Township for the purpose of determining eligibility for this 
discount rebate shall be considered confidential. Upon approval of an 
application, a $120.00 credit representing all four quarters will be applied to the 
property owner’s refuse account. Credits will be partially reversed on a pro rata 
basis for properties that are being readied for conveyance within the same 
calendar/fiscal year that the full discount credit was already applied. These 
reversed credits will appear as money owed to the Township on the certification 
ordered by the title company prior to settlement. 
 

a. For 2026, the annual household income thresholds are $36,935 for a qualified 
single senior citizen, and $45,755 for qualified married senior citizens. The 
$120.00 credit will be applied to the first 100 units/applicants whose complete 
applications are received and approved. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the fees, penalties, and charges adopted by this 

Resolution shall continue in full force and effect until such time as an updated fee schedule is 
approved by Resolution. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any resolution or any part of any resolution and/or 
any regulations of the Township, including but not limited to Resolution 2024-130 which are 
inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. All other provisions of the resolutions and/or other 
regulations of the Township of South Whitehall, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania shall remain in 
full force and effect.  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the provisions of this Resolution are declared to be 
severable.  If any sentence, clause, section, term, phrase or part of this Resolution or the 
attachments hereto is for any reason found to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, such 
unconstitutionality, illegality or invalidity shall not affect or impair any of the remaining 
provisions, sentences, clauses, sections, terms, provisions, or parts of this Resolution.  It is hereby 
declared the intent of the Board of Commissioners for South Whitehall Township that this 
Resolution would have been adopted had such an unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid sentence, 
clause, section, or part thereof not been included herein. 
 
 DULY ADOPTED this 3rd day of December 2025, by a majority of the Board of 
Commissioners of the Township of South Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, at 
a duly advertised meeting of the Board of Commissioners at which a quorum was present.  As part 
of this Resolution, the Board of Commissioners has directed that the President, or Vice-President 
in the absence of the President, execute this Resolution on behalf of the Board.  
  
      BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
      TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
 
 By: ____________________________________ 
ATTEST:     Diane Kelly, President 
 
___________________________ 
Tricia Dickert, Twp. Secretary 
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 8.E

Item Cover Page
 

  

DATE: December 3, 2025

SUBMITTED BY: Tracy Fehnel,Administration

ITEM TYPE: Resolution

AGENDA SECTION: RESOLUTIONS

SUBJECT: A Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of South Whitehall
Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, Approving the Budget for
the 2026 Calendar/Fiscal Year Beginning on the First Day of January
2026 and Ending on the Last Day of December 2026

SUGGESTED ACTION: Motion to adopt said resolution approving the budget for the 2026
calendar/fiscal year.

 

  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AGENDA ITEM REPORT
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:
DRAFT 2026 MEMO Budget Adoption.pdf
DRAFT Resolution - 2026 Budget Approval.pdf
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TO: Board of Commissioners 

FROM: Tricia Dickert, Finance Director 

DATE: December 3, 2025  

SUBJECT: Approval of 2026 South Whitehall Township Final Adopted Budget  

COPY TO: T. Petrucci; H. Bender; K. Blahnik; D. Zackeru; T. Fehnel  

 
• Action Requested:   

 
Official action is requested from the Board of Commissioners in order to approve the 2026 South 
Whitehall Township Final Adopted Budget by way of the following Resolution:   

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 

TOWNSHIP, LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, APPROVING THE BUDGET FOR 
THE 2026 CALENDAR/FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING ON THE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY 

2026 AND ENDING ON THE LAST DAY OF DECEMBER 2026 
 

• Background Information:   
 

Pursuant to Article XVII, Section 1701 (b.2) of the First Class Township Code, after the Proposed 
Budget has been made available for a period of at least twenty (20) days, the South Whitehall 
Township Board of Commissioners shall, after making revisions as appropriate, adopt the final 
budget not later than December 31. The Township has met (exceeded) its obligations to advertise 
the notice of availability of the Proposed Budget.  

 
• Budget Line Item(s) (if applicable):  Please indicate approved budget amount for specified 

project(s). 
 
Appropriations as set forth within the 2026 Budget (also to be approved via separate Ordinance) 

 
Enclosure 

MEMORANDUM FOR        
AGENDA ITEMS 
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SOUTH WHITEHALL TOWNSHIP 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-__ 

(Duly Adopted December 3, 2025) 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
TOWNSHIP, LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, APPROVING THE BUDGET FOR 

THE 2026 CALENDAR/FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING ON THE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY 
2026 AND ENDING ON THE LAST DAY OF DECEMBER 2026 

 
WHEREAS, the Finance Department and Executive Office prepared a draft 2026 South Whitehall 
Township Proposed Budget for all funds (including the General Fund, Fire Fund, Water Fund, 
Sewer Fund, Refuse Fund, Capital Fund, Open Space Fund, Land Preservation Fund, and State 
Highway Aid Fund) for the 2026 calendar/fiscal year in accordance with the requirements of First 
Class Township Code 53 P.S. §56701(b), as amended; and   
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Article XVII, Section 1701 of the First Class Township Code, the 2026 
South Whitehall Township Proposed Budget has been advertised and available for public review for 
a period of twenty (20) days prior to the December 3, 2025 Board of Commissioners regular 
meeting, which is the date and time that was fixed by the Board of Commissioners for adoption of 
the 2026 South Whitehall Township Proposed Budget.  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of South Whitehall 
Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, as follows:  

1. All “Whereas” clauses are incorporated herein and made a part of as though the same were 
more fully set forth at length. 
 

2. The South Whitehall Township Board of Commissioners hereby estimates the revenues and 
appropriated expenditures from the fund equities, revenues, and other financing sources 
available for the 2026 calendar/fiscal year for the purposes set forth in the 2026 South 
Whitehall Township Proposed Budget.  
 

3. Pursuant to Article XVII, Section 1701 (b.2) of the First Class Township Code, after the 
Proposed Budget has been made available for a period of at least twenty (20) days, the South 
Whitehall Township Board of Commissioners shall, after making revisions as appropriate, 
adopt the final budget not later than December 31. 
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4. The 2026 South Whitehall Township Proposed Budget as submitted and summarized by 
fund and subject to any revisions made via official action as deemed appropriate by the 
Board of Commissioners, is hereby approved and adopted as the Final Budget of South 
Whitehall Township for the 2026 calendar/fiscal year, which begins on the first day of 
January, 2026 and ends on the last day of December, 2026.   
 

5. The 2026 South Whitehall Township Final Adopted Budget is incorporated herein as though 
more fully set forth at length as “Exhibit A”.  

DULY ADOPTED, this 3rd day of December, 2025 by a majority of the Board of Commissioners 
of the Township of South Whitehall, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, at a duly advertised meeting of 
the Board of Commissioners at which a quorum was present. As part of this Resolution, the Board 
of Commissioners has directed that the President, or Vice-President in the absence of the President, 
execute this Resolution on behalf of the Board.  

TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
       
 Diane Kelly, President 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  
Tricia Dickert, Township Secretary  
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 9.A

Item Cover Page
 

  

DATE: December 3, 2025

SUBMITTED BY: Tracy Fehnel,Administration

ITEM TYPE: Correspondence/Informational

AGENDA SECTION: CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION ITEMS 

SUBJECT: Boards and Commissions - Informational Items / Vacancies

SUGGESTED ACTION:

 

  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AGENDA ITEM REPORT
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:
Upcoming Meetings and Current Vacancies - 2025.12.03.pdf
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UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS: Details posted on website.  

 
• Saturday, December 6th, 5:30P – Tree & Bridge Lighting at Covered Bridge 

Park. 
• Wednesday, December 10th, 10A – Civil Service Commission Meeting 
• Thursday, December 11th, 7P – Emergency Management Services Meeting, 

Cetronia Joint Operations Center 
• Thursday, December 11th, 7P – Planning Commission Meeting 
• Saturday, December 13th, 4P – 2025 Candy Cane Hunt & Food Drive.  Please 

see website for additional details for this event. 
• Monday, December 15th, 6P – Landscape & Shade Tree Commission Meeting 
• Monday, December 15th, 7P – Environmental Advisory Council Meeting 
• Wednesday, December 17th, 7P – Board of Commissioners Meeting 

 
 

CURRENT VACANCIES ON BOARDS/COMMISSIONS:  

1. Civil Service Commission – 2 Alternate Vacancies  
2. Zoning Hearing Board – 2 Alternate Vacancies 

UPCOMING MEETINGS  
AND  

CURRENT VACANCIES  
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 11.A

Item Cover Page
 

  

DATE: December 3, 2025

SUBMITTED BY: Tracy Fehnel,Finance

ITEM TYPE: Payment of Invoices

AGENDA SECTION: MOTION TO AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF INVOICES & DISBURSEMENTS

SUBJECT: Invoices and Disbursements

SUGGESTED ACTION:

 

  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AGENDA ITEM REPORT
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:
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