TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR SESSION MINUTES September 11, 2025

The Regular Session of the South Whitehall Township Planning Commission was
held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 Walbert Avenue,
Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania.

Members in attendance:
David Wilson, Chairman
Brian Hite, Vice-Chairman
Trevor Dombach
Timothy Dugan
Diane Kelly
Mark Leuthe
Todd Fahringer

Staff members in attendance:
David Manhardt, Director of Community Development
Christopher Strohler, Long Range Planner
April Wilk, Land Development Coordinator-Minute Taker
Erinn Bet, Township Engineer
Jennifer Alderfer, Solicitor of the Planning Commission
Tom Petrucci, Township Manager

AGENDA ITEM #1 - CALL TO ORDER

AGENDA ITEM #2 - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL/MEETING RULES

AGENDA ITEM #3 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Timothy Dugan made a motion to approve July 10, 2025, minutes, Ms. Diane Kelly
seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously, 7-0. No abstentions.

AGENDA ITEM #4 — ORATOR STREET VACATION
Director Manhardt presented the application for vacation of an alley south of Frankenfield off

Bird Street. Adjacent property owners were notified; responses included one supportive and one
opposing, though the applicant has since acquired the opposing parcel. Lehigh Valley Planning
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Commission comments on utility access were based on incorrect mapping; only a service wire
exists, eliminating that concern. Discussion confirmed this is essentially a paper alley.

Ms. Diane Kelly made a motion to recommend approval of the vacation to the Board of
Commissioners. Mr. Brian Hite seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously, 7-0. No
abstentions.

AGENDA ITEM #5 — SUBDIVISION REVIEW

A. PPL Hausman Road Sidewalks
Major Plan 2025-105
Request for Preliminary/Final Plan Review

Director Manhardt presented the project PPL — Hausman Road Sidewalks (827 Hausman Road,
~40 acres). The project proposes a pervious patio walkway, sidewalks, relocated crosswalk, and
parking area adjustments.

Ms. Erinn Bet, Township Engineer, reviewed the engineering memo dated August 6, 2025.

Jason Buchta, Ott Consulting, Inc. and John Limpar, Fedetz Martin Associates, presented the
project on behalf of PPL. Discussion centered on sidewalk deferral, parking adjustments, and
review timing. Applicant submitted a resubmission and waiver/deferral requests on September 11
to appear on the October 9™ Agenda.

Ms. Diane Kelly made a motion to table the plan, Mr. Mark Leuthe seconded the motion, and it
passed unanimously, 7-0. No abstentions.

AGENDA ITEM #6-MOTION TO RECOMMEND ADOPTION - Planned Innovation
Research and Technology District

Township Staff presented a draft ordinance that would add “Data Center” as an additional use
permitted in the Industrial Zone only by conditional use and that would further create a new
Planned Innovation, Research, and Technology (PIRT) Overlay District applicable to the existing
Industrial Zone near Cedar Crest Boulevard. The purpose is to encourage modern industrial uses,
establish specific criteria for data centers (newly introduced use), and provide community
protections. Key provisions discussed: setback of 350 ft from public roads with buffers, berms,
and pedestrian transition zones; noise monitoring requirements; Environmental Impact Statement
required; data centers limited to 500,000 sq. ft. under overlay and 150,000 sq. ft. by conditional
use. Discussion included fencing, temporary power, stormwater management, and
agricultural/open space preservation.

Mr. Trevor Dombach made a motion to recommend adoption of the proposed PIRT ordinance to
the Board of Commissioners, Mr. Brian Hite seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously, 7-
0. No abstentions.



AGENDA ITEM #7 - TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE UPDATE

Ms. Erinn Bet, Township Engineer reported upcoming traffic signal improvements at multiple
intersections along Mauch Chunk Road, including Presidential Drive. PennDOT’s Tilghman
Interchange traffic patterns continue to shift; updates available on PennDOT’s website. Right-of-
way acquisitions and intersection restriping planned; bridge over Jordan Creek not included in
this phase.

AGENDA ITEM #8 — COURTESY OF THE FLOOR

Director Manhardt noted upcoming applications for next month: PPL Hausman Road
resubmission, Parkland School District Transportation Center Land Development Plan and
Willows at Calvary Temple resubmission.

AGENDA ITEM #9 - ADJOURNMENT

Ms. Diane Kelly motioned to adjourn at 7:51 P.M. Mr. Brian Hite seconded the motion, and the
motion passed unanimously, 7-0.
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