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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL
PLANNING COMMISSION
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

REGULAR SESSION MINUTES February 13, 2025

The Regular Session of the South Whitehall Township Planning Commission was
held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 Walbert Avenue,
Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania.

Members in attendance:
David Wilson, Chairman
Brian Hite, Vice-Chairman
Timothy Dugan, Secretary
Trevor Dombach
Diane Kelly (Did not attend)
Todd Fahringer (Remote)
Mark Leuthe
Staff members in attendance:
David Manhardt, Director of Community Development
Laura Harrier, Zoning Officer
Christopher Strohler, Long Range Planner
April Wilk, Land Development Coordinator-Minute Taker
Erinn Bet, Assistant Township Engineer
Jennifer Alderfer, Esq., Solicitor of the Planning Commission

AGENDA ITEM #1 — CALL TO ORDER

AGENDA ITEM #2 — PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL/MEETING RULES

AGENDA ITEM #3 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Hite made a motion to approve January 9, 2025, minutes, Mr. Timothy Dugan seconded the
motion, and it passed unanimously, 6-0

AGENDA ITEM #4 — REVIEW OF MEETING RULES & POSSIBLE MOTION TO
ADOPT

Meeting rules revisions were discussed by Mr. Manhart and Attorney Alderfer with respect to time
limits for public comment to run an orderly and efficient meeting that is fair and reasonable for
the public.




Hite seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously 6-0.

9. Mr. Leuthe motioned to deny the waiver of SALDO Section §312-39(e). Mr. Dombach
seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously 6-0.

10. Mr. Hite motioned to grant the waiver of SALDO Section §312-40(c)(1). Chairman
Wilson seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously 6-0.

1. The Applicant requests to remove his request for a waiver of SMP Section §296-5(e). At
the Applicant’s request #11 was removed.

Mr. Hite motioned to recommend approval of the project as presented with the 24 conditions as
discussed. Mr. Dombach seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously 6-0.

AGENDA ITEM #6 - DRAFT PLANNING COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT

Director Manhardt presented the draft annual report and made a note of a new section F. added
on commonly granted SALDO waivers. There was some discussion on potential updates to
ordinances based on frequent waivers, Planning Commission advised they appreciated the work
but did not want to make any updates at this time.

Additionally, updates on the Reexamination Report, South Whitehall Transportation Plan and an
announcement of the Jordan Valley Overlay were provided by Chris Strohler.

Director Manhardt advised that without hearing.comments we will prepare for adoption at thenext. . .. . ...

meeting along with a draft of the Reexamination Report.

AGENDA ITEM #7 - TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE UPDATE

Erinn Bet indicated that they received the Draft South Whitehall Transportation Plan and will be
reviewing that. Chris Stroher advised they are working through the draft and getting comments
and feedback and will bring it to the Planning Commission for comment. Director Manhardt
advised that the bus shelter in front of South Whitehall Campus has been installed, and they
worked with LANTA on that project.

AGENDA ITEM #8- DIRECTION AND DISCUSSION - JORDAN VALLEY OVERLAY
WEBSITE OVERVIEW

Chris Strohler presented the Jordan Valley Zoning Overlay ordinance that aims to preserve open
space and strengthen crossroad villages. There are three new development types introduced
which include village residential, village mixed-use, and planned industrial. There was
discussion on balancing incentives and dedication requirements. Mr. Strohler reviewed the
Jordan Valley Overlay website which aims to preserve open space while allowing for clustered
developments that benefit the community.




