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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 

LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
REGULAR SESSION         MINUTES             July 10, 2025 
 The Regular Session of the South Whitehall Township Planning Commission was  
held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 Walbert Avenue, 
Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 
 
 Members in attendance: 
  David Wilson, Chairman 
  Brian Hite, Vice-Chairman 
  Trevor Dombach 
  Timothy Dugan 
  Diane Kelly  
  Mark Leuthe (Did not attend) 
  Todd Fahringer 
 
 Staff members in attendance: 
  David Manhardt, Director of Community Development 
  Laura Harrier, Zoning Officer (Did not attend) 
  Christopher Strohler, Long Range Planner 
  April Wilk, Land Development Coordinator-Minute Taker 
  Anthony Tallarida, Township Engineer 
  Jennifer Alderfer, Solicitor of the Planning Commission 
  Tom Petrucci, Township Manager 
 
AGENDA ITEM #1 – CALL TO ORDER  
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL/MEETING RULES 

 
AGENDA ITEM #3 – APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Mr. Brian Hite made a motion to approve June 12, 2025, minutes, Ms. Diane Kelly seconded the 
motion, and it passed unanimously, 4-0. Mr. Todd Fahringer and Ms. Diane Kelly abstained. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #4 – SUBDIVISION REVIEW 
 
A. Parkland High School Expansion 
 Major Plan 2024-103 
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 Request For Preliminary Final Plan Review 
Director Manhardt introduced the project at  2700 North Cedar Crest Boulevard which is a 
Preliminary Final plan.  Staff is recommending a denial of plan approval due to unresolved 
issues. Revisions are required prior to resubmission. 
 
Anthony Tallarida, Township Engineer, reviewed the engineering memo dated July 2, 2025. 
 
Laura Eberly from Reuther + Bowen Engineering, presented the project on behalf of the School 
District.  
 
Waiver 
Mr. Brian Hite motioned to grant the waiver of SALDO Section 312-35(B)(3)(8)(a)(ii)(B).  Ms. 
Diane Kelly seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously 6-0. 

Matthew Tranter, Esq., Solicitor for the School District and Tony Ganguzza, from Boyle 
Construction presented numerous deferral requests related to road widening, curbing, sidewalks, 
and street trees. Each section was reviewed in detail: 

Orefield Road (north of driveway): - Request: Deferral of road widening, curbing, sidewalk, 
street trees - Staff and reviewing agencies concurred 

Orefield Road (south of driveway toward Ritter): - PennDOT required widening with 250-ft 
right turn lane - Township prefers deferral over waiver until PennDOT approval is received 

Ritter Road (Trail west to Orefield): - Applicant to contribute ~$42,000 toward overlay of 
their side - Herb (Township Public Works) supports deferral - legal agreement will be needed if 
project is ultimately approved 

Ritter Road (Trail east to Cedar Crest): - Sidewalk deferral requested in lieu of contribution 
to Jordan Greenway Trail - School District to review with Board before committing - Planning 
Commission and staff expressed preference for contribution to trail over installing sidewalk 

Cedar Crest Boulevard (north and south of school driveway): - Request: Deferral of 
widening and curbing - PennDOT does not require additional improvements in these sections - 
Discussion ongoing regarding sidewalk and street tree deferrals and potential monetary 
contributions 

Monumentation: - Applicant agreed to install property pins as required 

Public Comment: - Resident Tyler Clement (2748 Suncrest Dr.) expressed traffic speed 
concerns, citing the Traffic Impact Study showing maximum speed of 96 mph.  Township staff 
clarified the traffic study was conducted per PennDOT and Township requirements.  In addition, 
the resident requests buffer zone remediation as condition of approval after 8 years of 
discussions.  The school district has committed to install a buffer of arborvitae along the property 
boundary in response to resident concerns about landscaping. 

No motions were made on deferrals, discussion only. 

Ms. Diane Kelly made a motion to table the plan, Mr. Brian Hite seconded the motion, and it 
passed unanimously, 6-0. 
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AGENDA ITEM #5 – DIRECTION AND DISUSSION - Jordan Valley Overlay Zone 

Christopher Strohler presented and indicated that a new Planned Innovation Research and 
Technology District is being developed for a 900-acre industrial zone in the northern Jordan Valley, 
with specific definitions and regulations for data centers.   
 
AGENDA ITEM #6 – TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE UPDATE 

Anthony Tallarida presented and indicated the Township received a grant to audit Hamilton Blvd 
(Cedar Crest to I-78) The sidewalk at Dorney Park is progressing; installation is anticipated in 
October 2025. Additionally, updates on Phase 2 of Transportation Plan, including reclassification 
and stakeholder input is in process. There was some discussion of need for Electronic Vehicle 
(EV) charging station requirements. 

AGENDA ITEM #7 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 

Director Manhardt reminded staff of the upcoming Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Housing 
Workshop scheduled for July 15, 2025, 3:30 PM.  Director Manhardt indicated new applications 
were received for St. Joe's Solar for the church power offset and PPL Training Center sidewalk 
project both submitted documents and are expected for review at the next Planning Commission 
meeting.  The Calvary Temple (Willows) project may be delayed pending Zoning Hearing Board 
feedback.   
 

AGENDA ITEM #8 – ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Trevor Dombach motioned to adjourn at 8:34 P.M.  Ms. Diane Kelly seconded the motion, 
and the motion passed unanimously, 6-0. 
 

ADOPTED THIS DATE: 

ATTEST: 

 

              
Secretary      Chairman 
 
 
 


