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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING                          MINUTES                             June 2, 2025 
 

A Public Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Public Safety Commission 
was held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 
Walbert Avenue, Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 

 
 Members attending were: 
 
  Thomas Yezerski, Chairman 

Richard Snyder, Vice Chairman 
Ricardo Diaz, Chief, Cetronia Fire Company 

  Frank Lombardo, Chief, South Whitehall Township Police Department 
  Chris Peischl, At Large Member 

Barry Search, Chief, Woodlawn Fire Department 
Michael Smith, At Large Member 

              
Board of Commissioner Members attending were: 

 
Diane Kelly 

   
Others attending were: 

 
  Carrie Frey, Director of Operations, Cetronia Ambulance Corps. 
  
 Township Staff attending were: 
  
  Herb Bender, Director of Township Operations 

John Frantz, Fire Marshal 
Jason Grozier, Sergeant, Police Department 
Thomas Petrucci, Township Manager 
Chris Strohler, Long Range Planner 

   
AGENDA ITEM #1 - CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
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 The minutes of May 5, 2025 were approved with corrections. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 - OLD BUSINESS 
 

None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #4 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 
 

Mr. Ed McGrory of 2127 Belmont Street addressed the Commission regarding 
the condition of the alley that is behind his house and is parallel to Huckleberry 
Road and Belmont Street. 
 
An individual living on Huckleberry Road has continually dug holes and ditches 
into the alley rendering it impassible.  This individual has been belligerent to the 
neighbors that have confronted him about the holes.  The neighbors are 
concerned because the condition of the alley would also prohibit access for 
emergency vehicles.  He also parks a vehicle on the Woodlawn Fire Company 
Social Hall property that funnels alley traffic into the holes.  This condition was 
brought to the attention of the Township Code Enforcement Officer as far back as 
2023.  It was reported to the residents that there was nothing the Township could 
do to force the individual to maintain his portion of the alley. 
 
Director Bender indicated that the property owners adjacent to the alley are 
responsible for a 50% split of the maintenance of the alley.  The Township is not 
responsible for maintenance of the alley.  However, he will attempt to meet with 
the property owner to discuss the issue. 
 
Commissioner Peischl indicated that he experienced a similar issue with an alley 
in his neighborhood.  He suggested that the residents seek relief from the District 
Magistrate.   
 
Ms. Deborah Gambler of 1576 Blue Barn Road addressed the Commission in 
regard to the status of the previously identified traffic issues on Blue Barn Road. 
 
Manager Petrucci reported that initial traffic data has been obtained.  Additional 
data is set to be gathered during the summer when school is not in session.  A 
road safety audit is also in process of being drafted. 
 
Ms. Gambler also expressed a concern, although not a safety issue, about the 
grass cutting performed by the Township Public Works Department along the 
shoulder of Blue Barn Road.  She indicated that her flowers along the road are 
being cut down in this process. 
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Director Bender indicated that the Township has been utilizing new machinery, 
as well as new personnel, to perform the cutting.  He indicated that he would visit 
her property to see the issue and see what can be done to address her concerns. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #5 - NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Commissioner’s Report 
 
  None. 
 
 B. Fire Companies Report 
 

Chief Diaz reported that Cetronia responded to seventy-seven calls for the 
month of May 2025.  This is a ten percent increase from May 2024.  
Cetronia has responded to three-hundred and fifty-one call year-to-date.  
This is a sixteen percent increase from this timeframe in 2024. 
 
There were no significant events during May 2025.  The average response 
time to arrival time is four minutes and twelve seconds and the average 
dispatch time to responding time is twelve seconds.   
 
One Lieutenant completed a Command Officer class, one Junior 
Firefighter completed Firefighter 1, one firefighter completed a Truck 
Company class, and two individuals completed officer training.  There 
were two station tours conducted,  High angle rope training was held at 
Dorney Park, and the Tower assisted at the St. Joesph School egg drop. 
 
Chief Garger submitted the response report via email for Greenawalds for 
the month of May 2025.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes.   
 
Commissioner Peischl reported that Greenawalds responded to sixty-one 
calls for the month of May 2025 and two-hundred and ninety-four calls 
year-to-date 2025.  He highlighted many additional items contained in the 
Greenawalds monthly report and that the Township Emergency Alarm 
Ordinance is having an effect on reducing nuisance fire alarms. 
 
Mr. Frantz indicated that Chief Neas submitted the response report via 
email for Tri-Clover for the month of May 2025.  It is included as an 
attachment to these minutes. 
 
Chief Search submitted the response report for Woodlawn for the month 
of May 2025.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes. Woodlawn 
responded to sixty-six calls for the month of May 2025. 
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There were nine calls to serious fire outside of the Township, with rehab 
and cascade calls continuing to generate a high number of responses.  
Their cascade assisted the Allentown Fire department for two days to 
support their fire academy.  Personnel attended a training conducted by 
the South Whitehall Township Police Department regarding traffic laws 
concerning the use of blue lights as well as emergency responses in 
general.  Woodlawn assisted at the Township Electronics Recycling Event 
at Covered Bridge Park and for the funeral procession of Firefighter April 
Lubenetski.  Three personnel graduated from the EMT program.  
Woodlawn held their annual awards banquet at the Club at Twin Lakes. 

 
C. Emergency Management Team Report 

 
Coordinator Kelly submitted the Emergency Management report via email 
for the month of May 2025.  It is included as an attachment to these 
minutes.  Mr. Frantz highlighted the report information for the Commission. 

 
 D. Police Report 

 
Chief Lombardo expressed his thanks to those individuals and agencies 
that have contacted the police to show their support for the department.   
 
Chief Lombardo submitted the police report via email for the month of May 
2025.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes.  The Police 
responded to one thousand, six-hundred and five calls, ninety-six motor 
vehicle crashes,  made forty-eight arrests, performed three-hundred and 
seventy-one motor vehicle stops.  From that, the department issued 
citations for approximately one-third of those motorists.  They performed 
seven-hundred and forty directed patrol assignments that included traffic 
enforcement, park checks, and neighborhood checks and performed 
seven vigilance checks.   
 
A total of eighty-six hours of firearms training and two-hundred and 
twenty-eight hours of career development training were completed.  
 
The SRO’s performed eleven presentations and handled twenty-two 
cases.  The criminal investigators performed fifty-four investigations, 
seventy-three supplementals and handled one hundred and eighteen 
pieces of evidence.   
 
New pregnancy and body-worn camera policies were completed.  

 
 E. Emergency Medical Services Report 
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Director Frey reported that Cetronia responded to two-hundred and 
seventy-three calls for the month of May 2025.  One hundred and seventy-
four calls were ALS, ninety-nine were BLS.  Nine of those calls were 
handled by mutual aid providers.  The busiest day of the week was Friday, 
and the busiest time was the eleven o’clock hour. 

 
 F. Parkland School District Report 
 
  None. 
 
 G. Member Concerns 
 
  None. 
 
 H. Public Works Projects  
 

Director Bender reported that roadside mowing, street sweeping, and 
rebuilding of storm inlets has commenced.  SCADA system upgrades for 
the water system are continuing.  Street signs in area four of the township 
are being evaluated to be sure that they comply with standards for 
visibility.   

 
I.  Township Community Events 
 

The first of the summer concerts in the park is being held on Friday June 
6, 2025.  The police National Night Out event will be held on the first 
Tuesday in August, 2025. 

 
J. Subdivision Review 
 
 None. 
 

 K. Address Assignments 
 

1. 81 South Cedar Crest Boulevard, Major Plan 2023-107 
 

Mr. Frantz explained that the developer has proposed the name of 
Creekview Lane for the proposed road in this subdivision.  There are 
currently no streets with that name in the township.  The plan will be 
back before the Commission for review after the Township Engineer 
assigns address numbers to the proposed lots. 
 
The members of the Commission agreed that the street created by the 
subdivision can be named Creekview Lane. 
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 L. South Whitehall Transportation PLAN, Vision Zero Taskforce  
 

South Whitehall Township Long-Range Planner Chris Strohler presented 
the topic to the Commission. 
 
The adopted South Whitehall Transportation PLAN contains the formation 
of a Vision Zero Taskforce, which is proposed to be an ad hoc group of 
members of this Commission and some from a steering committee that 
was created to help develop the Transportation Plan.  This taskforce 
would meet a few times every year to help track transportation projects 
and to monitor effectiveness of the plan.  The taskforce would give an 
annual report to the Commission about possible projects for the following 
year.   
 
A proposed Board of Commissioners resolution creating the taskforce was 
provided in the meeting packet for the Commissions review.  It is desired 
to have a recommendation from the Commission to the Board of 
Commissioners to approve the resolution. 
 
Chairman Yezerski inquired as to if there are any projects ready to be 
implemented or already ongoing. 
 
Planner Strohler indicated that six priority safety corridors have been 
identified, with one of them being Hamilton Boulevard.  A consultant is 
currently in the process of being hired to perform a road safety audit for 
this area.  Other road safety audits are currently being performed and 
possible traffic calming measures are being evaluated for other high injury 
networks in the township.  
 
Manager Petrucci indicated that the Taskforce would provide updates to 
the Commission when applicable, not every month, under a line item in 
the meeting agenda. 
 
A motion was made by Vice Chairman Snyder for the Commission to 
recommend adoption by the Board of Commissioners of a resolution 
establishing a Zero Vision Task Force, as identified in the South Whitehall 
Township Transportation PLAN.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Peischl and the vote passed unanimously.  

 
AGENDA ITEM #6 - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
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ADOPTED THIS DATE: 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Secretary 
 
__________________________________ 
Chairman 
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