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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING                          MINUTES                             May 5, 2025 
 

A Public Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Public Safety Commission 
was held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 
Walbert Avenue, Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 

 
 Members attending were: 
 
  Richard Snyder, Vice Chairman 
  Jeff Kelly, Emergency Management Coordinator 
  Frank Lombardo, Chief, South Whitehall Township Police Department 
  Dr. Tony Naradko, Parkland School District 
  Brian Neas, Chief, Tri-Clover Fire Company 

Barry Search, Chief, Woodlawn Fire Department 
Michael Smith, At Large Member 

              
Board of Commissioner Members attending were: 

 
  Monica Hodges 

Diane Kelly 
   

Others attending were: 
 
  Carrie Frey, Director of Operations, Cetronia Ambulance Corps. 
  Shawn Peischl, Lieutenant, Greenawalds Fire Company 
  
 Township Staff attending were: 
  
  Herb Bender, Director of Township Operations 

John Frantz, Fire Marshal 
Jason Grozier, Sergeant, Police Department 
Thomas Petrucci, Township Manager 
Christopher Strohler, Long-Range Planner 

   
AGENDA ITEM #1 - CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. 
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AGENDA ITEM #2 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of April 7, 2025 were approved with a correction. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 - OLD BUSINESS 
 

None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #4 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 
 

None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #5 - NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Commissioner’s Report 
 
  None. 
 
 B. Fire Companies Report 
 

Chief Garger submitted the response report via email for Greenawalds for 
the month of April 2025.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes.   
 
Lieutenant Shawn Peischl highlighted items contained in the report.  
Greenawalds responded to sixty-nine calls for the month of April 2025 and 
two-hundred and thirty-three calls year-to-date. 
 
Chief Neas submitted the response report via email for Tri-Clover for the 
month of April 2025.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes. Tri-
Clover responded to twenty-eight calls for the month of April 2025, which 
is two more that April 2024.  Tri-Clover has responded to one hundred and 
ten calls year-to-date 2025.  The average time from dispatch to on-scene 
is five minutes. 
 
Two personnel have completed an EVOC course and will soon start a 
Pump 1 course. 
 
Chief Search reported that Woodlawn responded to seventy-seven calls 
for the month of April 2025.  Woodlawn responded to nine fires outside of 
the township in April 2025.   
 
Woodlawn personnel participated in the Earth Day event at Covered 
Bridge Park and will be attending the Electronics Recycling event to be 
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held at Covered Bridge Park.  They participated in a township-wide drill 
and mass-casualty drill at Dorney Park, received a grant from the 
Commonwealth that will be used to help pay off a vehicle purchase, 
participated in the Parkland High School Fire Science Class and 
Firefighting Club, held their annual banquet, and currently have three 
personnel in EMT training. 

 
C. Emergency Management Team Report 

 
Coordinator Kelly submitted the Emergency Management report via email 
for the month of April 2025.  It is included as an attachment to these 
minutes. 
 
The cold-wash or the Dorney Park mass casualty drill will be held during 
the week May 12, 2025. 
 
LESTA has received additional funding in 2025 and is continuing to 
improve the training offered to first responders. 
 
The D4H software will be able to interface with Lehigh County and PEMA 
software. 

 
 D. Police Report 

 
Chief Lombardo submitted the police report via email for the month of April 
2025.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes.  The Police 
responded to one thousand, six-hundred and five calls, had one hundred 
and one reported crimes, made forty-eight arrests, and issued one 
hundred and ninety-eight citations and three-hundred and ninety-three 
warnings for the month of April 2025. 
 
The department continues to focus on leadership training with two-
hundred and forty-eight hours completed.   
 
The School Resource Officers have worked fifty-four cases and performed 
twelve DARE Presentations. 
 
The department has started using new tasers. 

 
 E. Emergency Medical Services Report 
 

Director Frey reported that Cetronia responded to two-hundred and 
seventy-seven calls for the month of April 2025.  One hundred and sixty-
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eight calls were ALS, one hundred and nine were BLS.  Seven of those 
calls were handled by mutual aid providers.   
 
Cetronia participated in the Dorney Park MCI drill. 

 
 F. Parkland School District Report 
 

Doctor Naradko reported that the High School Prom and Post-Prom were 
held on the weekend of May 3, 2025.  Graduation will be held on June 3, 
2025 at Stabler Arena. 
 
The District Budget is currently available for review by the public. 
 
The first of two emergency management meetings was held between 
district personneland Upper Macungie, North Whitehall Township and 
South Whitehall Township emergency services personnel. Maps for the 
police departments, and the software to utilize them, use are being 
developed and evaluated using security grant funds. 

 
 G. Member Concerns 
 
  None. 
 
 H. Public Works Projects 
 

Director Bender reported that road milling and paving will commence the 
week of July 28, 2025 and will focus on Greenawalds and Harold Avenue. 
 
Summer work will include detention basin maintenance and roadside 
mowing. 
 
Thirty volunteers planted twenty-five trees and worked on five flower beds 
at Covered Bridge Park in honor of Earth Day. 

 
I.  Township Community Events 
 

Manager Petrucci reported that the youth fishing derby will be held on May 
10, 2025 and an electronics recycling event will be held on May 17, 2025. 

 
J. Subdivision Review 
 

1. 81 South Cedar Crest Boulevard, Major Plan 2023-107 
 

a. Fire Marshal Review 
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Mr. Frantz indicated that the wrong template was used for the 
fire apparatus turning radius details.  The proper template 
should be used on the plans. 

 
Street parking in the cul-de-sac should not interfere with the 
turning radius clearance.  This needs to be verified after the 
proper template is applied to the plans. 

 
A fire hydrant was added near the intersection with Cedar Crest 
Boulevard.  The fire hydrant at the end of the cul-de-sac was not 
moved as requested to a location between lots eight and nine. 
 
Sidewalks were added on Cedar Crest Boulevard along the 
subdivision frontage.   
 
A bicycle lane was not added on Cedar Crest Boulevard along 
the subdivision frontage. 
 
The clear-sight distance criteria was added to the plan for the 
intersection of the proposed road and Cedar Crest Boulevard. 

 
b. Fire Company Review 

 
No comment. 

 
c. Emergency Management Review 

 
Coordinator Kelly inquired as to if a right turn in/out-only 
configuration was to be used for the intersection of the proposed 
road and Cedar Crest Boulevard. 
 
Mr. Frantz indicated that the intersection of the proposed road 
and Cedar Crest Boulevard is not shown as a right turn in/out-
only configuration. 

 
d. Police Review 

 
Chief Lombardo requested that the street trees be kept out of 
the clear-sight distance area at the intersection of the proposed 
road and Cedar Crest Boulevard. 

 
e. Emergency Medical Services Review 
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No comment. 
 

f. Parkland School District Review 
 

Dr. Naradko indicated that the students in this subdivision would 
receive door-side bus pickup.  As such, the clear-sight distance 
area at the intersection of the proposed road and Cedar Crest 
Boulevard should be kept clear. 

 
g. Motion for Recommendation 

 
A motion recommending the following comments to the plan 
was made by Chief Search and seconded by Coordinator Kelly. 
 

The current South Whitehall fire apparatus turning radius 
template should be used to show the turning radius detail 
into, thru, and out of the cul-de-sac. 
 
Street parking in the cul-de-sac should not interfere with the 
fire apparatus turning radius clearance. 
 
The fire hydrant at the bulb of the cul-de-sac should be 
relocated to the area between lots eight and nine. 
 
The intersection of Cedar Crest Boulevard and the proposed 
road should comply with the clear-sight distance 
requirements. 

 
   The motion passed unanimously.   

 
2. PSD Parkland High School Expansion, Major Plan 2024-103 

 
a. Fire Marshal Review 

 
Mr. Frantz indicated that fire hydrants on the site have been 
shown on the plan. 
 
There is no detail concerning what fire apparatus turning radius 
template was used on the plan.  The current South Whitehall fire 
apparatus turning radius template should be shown on the plan 
and verified that it is used on the plans. 

 
b. Fire Company Review 
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No comment. 
 

c. Emergency Management Review 
 

No comment. 
 

d. Police Review 
 

No comment. 
 

e. Emergency Medical Services Review 
 

No comment. 
 

f. Parkland School District Review 
 

No comment. 
 

g. Motion for Recommendation 
 

A motion was made by Chief Search and seconded by Chief 
Neas that the current South Whitehall fire apparatus turning 
radius template should be shown on the plan and verified that it 
is used on the plans. 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 K. South Whitehall Transportation PLAN, Vision-Zero Task Force 
 

Long-Range Planner Strohler presented the South Whitehall Township 
Transportation PLAN to the Commission. 
 
The plan was developed as an active transportation plan that addresses 
all modes of transportation, not just vehicles.  Input was received from 
community partners as well as emergency services personnel and 
township staff.  It includes action plans to address safety concerns 
including updating policies related to transportation safety concerns. 
 
A consultant has been procured to perform a road safety audit of Hamilton 
Boulevard between Lincoln Avenue and South Cedar Crest Boulevard. 
 
Rather than create additional township boards, the plan looks to establish 
working groups to review principles and projects and to track the 
implementation of those items. 
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It also endorses a Vision-Zero principle, which is a concept used to 
eliminate all deaths and serious injuries from transportation issues.  It 
includes enforcement of laws that are designed to keep deaths and 
injuries from happening. 
 
The PLAN is being distributed to members of the Commission at this time 
for their review.  A follow-up agenda items will be placed on the next 
meeting agenda to discuss in more detail the possible creation of a 
working group to work with, and report back to, the Commission regarding 
issues contained in the PLAN. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #6 - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:37 p.m. 
 
 
ADOPTED THIS DATE: 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Secretary 
 
__________________________________ 
Chairman 
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