
The South Whitehall Township Planning Commission is pleased to present their 2024 
Annual Report. This  report has been prepared by the Planning Commission pursuant 
to Section 207 of the Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Code. 

The South Whitehall Township Planning Commission is  a seven-member Board, 
comprised of Township residents , all appointed by the South Whitehall Township 
Board of Commissioners . The Planning Commission generally meets the second 
Thursday of each month to conduct public business . 
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Section 207 MPC 
“The commission shall keep a full record of its 

business and shall annually make a written 
report by March 1 of each year of its activities 

to the governing body” 

Roles and Responsibilities 
To evaluate and make recommendations on 

matters related to: 

Land Development 
Subdivisions 

Zoning Ordinance Text Changes 
Zoning Map Amendments 

Rezoning Requests 
SALDO Amendments 

Comprehensive Plan Revisions 
Official Map Amendments 
Conditional Use Requests 



A. Activity Overview 
In 2024, the South Whitehall Township Planning Commission 
conducted ten regular meetings and one overflow meeting.  The 
Planning Commission reviewed: 
 Thirteen Major Plans 
 Three Minor Plans 
 Three Waivers from Land Development 
 One Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
2024 also marked the first year the Planning Commission meeting 
was held at 7:00 p.m. following the revised schedule. 
 

B. 2024 Comprehensive Plan Update 
The Township Comprehensive Plan was adopted by the Board of 
Commissioners on March 15, 2023. One year later, the Planning 
Commission prepared its first Comprehensive Plan Reexamination 
Report, highlighting any significant changes or issues that would 
cause the Township to revisit the plan. The Reexamination Report 
also provided a brief status update on completed and ongoing 
implementation actions recommended in the Comp Plan.  
 
Implementation Action Plan Highlights: 
 Reviewed environmental-related advisory boards and re-

established the South Whitehall Environmental Advisory Council 
(EAC) 

 Adopted the 2024 Lehigh Valley Hazard Mitigation Plan as the 
official Hazard Mitigation Plan for South Whitehall  

 Adopted the South Whitehall Landscapes Plan 
 Prepared the first Comprehensive Plan Reexamination Report 

 

C. Planning Commission 2024 Goals and Aspirations Progress Report 
 Continue Educational Outreach to the Community: Staff is 

working with PA DCED and the Lehigh Valley Section of PA APA 
on a Land Development 101 Public Event for 2025 

 Continue ongoing Planning Commission member education: The 
Township offered to send Planning Commission members to the 
Lehigh Valley Government Academy in 2024 for Pennsylvania 
Municipal Planning Education Institute (PMPEI) courses   

 Increase involvement, both individually and collectively, in the 
Comprehensive Plan Implementation process: The Planning 
Commission will be much more involved in some of the 
Comprehensive Plan Implementation Actions planned for 2025, 
including updated SALDO/Zoning amendments and an update to 
the Official Map 

 Receive periodic updates from staff on the Comprehensive Plan 
Implementation process: Staff continues to update the Planning 
Commission on applicable Comp Plan Implementation Actions at 
regularly scheduled meetings 

 
D. Planning Commission 2025 Goals and Aspirations 
 Continue Educational Outreach to the Community and promote 

the proposed 2025 Land Development 101 Public Event 
 Continue ongoing Planning Commission member education   
 Under direction of the BOC continue to implement prioritized 

actions as described in the Implementation Action Plan of the 
Comprehensive Plan. 

o Adopt the Jordan Valley Open Space Zoning Overlay  
o Adopt the South Whitehall Transportation PLAN  
o Start the Official Map Update  

 

  



E. Planning Commis s ion 2024 Meeting Review 

 

Project Jan '24 Feb '24 Mar '24 Apr '24 May '24 Jun '24 Aug '24 Sept '24 Nov '24 Dec'24
Lot Line Adjustment and Consolidation Plan for Al-

Ahad Islamic Center  2023-204
Prelim/Final Prelim/Final Prelim/Final

81 South Cedar Crest 2023-107 Sketch
1429 Eck Road Outdoor Storage 2022-109 Prelim/Final

Amending Section 350-42(e) Fences and Retaining 
Walls

Ordinance Ordinance Ordinance

Aesthetic Surgery Associates Medical Office 
Building 2023-106

Prelim/Final

1429 Eck Road Outdoor Storage 2022-109 Prelim/Final
Ridge Farm Phase 1C 2017-101 Final Resub Final

Nestle Purina Wastewater Treatment Upgrades 
2021-102

Prelim/Final Prelim/Final

Dorney Park Project 2024 2023-101 Final
Re-Examination Report Review

St. Joseph the Worker Walkway Expansion 2024-
701

Review

Cedar Creek Parkway West 2024 Improvements 
2024-703

Review

PSD New Operations Center Phase 3 2024-101 Prelim/Final Prelim/Final
Parkland High School Expansion 2024-103 Sketch

Landscapes Plan Review Adoption
Dorney Park Sidewalks Hamilton Boulevard 2023-

405
Review

Palmeiro Realty LLC 2024-702 Review
Allentown Cat Clinic Parking Lot Expansion 2023-

102
Prelim/Final

Parkland School District New Operations Center – 
Phase 4 2024-105

Prelim/Final

Tilghman Holdings LLC Coordinated Development 
Phase 1 2024-102

Prelim/Final

Robert Ruhe Subdivision 2013-201 Prelim/Final
1881 Penns Crossing-Lot 228 2022-201 Prelim/Final

Pediatric Cancer Foundation of Lehigh Valley 2024-
104

Prelim/Final

 Tuskes Homes 2024-107 Sketch



F. COMMON SALDO WAIVERS GRANTED 
Granted 7 times: 
§ 312-12. Preliminary plan: submission and drawing requirements. 
(15) Existing and proposed contours at vertical intervals of two feet or five feet, as required by the Township Engineer for the entire tract to be 
subdivided or developed; contours on adjacent land within 400 feet of the tract plotted from U.S.G.S. Quadrangle Maps and at contour intervals of 
10 feet. 
Granted 6 Times: 
§ 312-12. Preliminary plan: submission and drawing requirements. 
(21) The locations and widths of all sidewalks, trails, driveways, streets, easements, and rights-of-way platted or existing within the subdivision and 
within 400 feet of any part of the subdivision tract. If the tract is traversed or bisected by a municipal boundary, the boundary to be shown on the 
plans shall be as depicted on the tax maps unless another boundary has been accepted by both municipalities. 
Granted 5 Times: 
§ 312-12. Preliminary plan: submission and drawing requirements. 
(20) The location, character and elevation of any building within 100 feet of the tract. 
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