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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING                          MINUTES                             April 7, 2025 
 

A Public Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Public Safety Commission 
was held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 
Walbert Avenue, Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 

 
 Members attending were: 
 
  Thomas Yezerski, Chairman 

Richard Snyder, Vice Chairman 
Ricardo Diaz, Chief, Cetronia Fire Company 
Andrew Garger, Chief, Greenawalds Fire Department 

  Frank Lombardo, Chief, South Whitehall Township Police Department 
Robert Mateff, Chief Executive Officer, Cetronia Ambulance 

  Dr. Tony Naradko, Parkland School District 
  Brian Neas, Chief, Tri-Clover Fire Company 
  Chris Peischl, At Large Member 

Barry Search, Chief, Woodlawn Fire Department 
Michael Smith, At Large Member 

              
Board of Commissioner Members attending were: 

 
  Monica Hodges 
   

Others attending were: 
 
  Carrie Frey, Director of Operations, Cetronia Ambulance Corps. 
  
 Township Staff attending were: 
  
  Herb Bender, Director of Township Operations 

John Frantz, Fire Marshal 
Jason Grozier, Sergeant, Police Department 
Thomas Petrucci, Township Manager 

   
AGENDA ITEM #1 - CALL TO ORDER 
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 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of March 3, 2025 were approved as submitted. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 - OLD BUSINESS 
 

None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #4 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 
 

Manager Petrucci reported that a road safety audit was conducted by the Lehigh 
Valley Planning Commission and PENNDOT in March 2025 on Blue Barn Road.  
The results are currently under review and will be used to form recommendations 
for safety changes in the future.   

 
AGENDA ITEM #5 - NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Commissioner’s Report 
 
  None. 
 
 B. Fire Companies Report 
 

Chief Diaz reported that Cetronia responded to fifty-eight calls for the 
month of March 2025.  This is an eleven percent increase from March 
2024.  Cetronia has responded to one hundred and ninety-five calls year-
to-date 2025.  This is fifteen percent higher than this period in 2024.  The 
dispatch to arrival time is four minutes and one second. 
 
One member is taking a command officer class, one is enrolled in 
Firefighter 1, one in a Truck Company course, and one is newly enrolled in 
their live-in program.  Cetronia has received a $15,400 grant from the 
Commonwealth. 
 
Chief Garger submitted the response report via email for Greenawalds for 
the month of March 2025.  It is included as an attachment to these 
minutes.  Greenawalds responded to sixty-five calls for the month of 
March 2025. 
 
Chief Neas submitted the response report via email for Tri-Clover for the 
month of March 2025 and year-to-date 2025.  They are included as 
attachments to these minutes. Tri-Clover responded to twenty-four calls 
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for the month of March 2025.  This one call more that March 2024.  Tri-
Clover responded to seventy-eight calls year-to-date 2025. 
 
Four personnel are taking the Pump 1 class.  They will take Pump 2 after 
completing Pump 1. 
 
Chief Search submitted the response report for Woodlawn for the month 
of March 2025.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes. 
Woodlawn responded to seventy calls for the month of March 2025. 
 
Over 100 bags of absorbent material were used in March on spill calls.  
Spills at the Orefield Middle School and on Custer Street and Huckleberry 
Road were two major incidents in March.   
 
Woodlawn trained on firefighter rescue techniques in March.  Three 
personnel are going through EMT certification.  Woodlawn also assisted 
the City of Allentown on numerous calls in March. 

 
C. Emergency Management Team Report 

 
Coordinator Kelly submitted the Emergency Management report via email 
for the month of March 2025.  It is included as an attachment to these 
minutes.  Mr. Frantz read the report to the Commission. 

 
 D. Police Report 

 
Sergeant Grozier submitted the police report for the month of March 2025.  
It is included as an attachment to these minutes.  The Police responded to 
one thousand, six-hundred and ninety-eight calls, had seventy-eight 
reported crimes, made thirty-seven arrests, and issued one hundred and 
eighty-four citations and four-hundred and forty-five warnings for the 
month of March 2025. 
 
Chief Lombardo reported that registration is set to open for the 2025 
Youth Law Enforcement Academy.  This program is for youth ages ten to 
twelve. 
 
The police department will be playing the Whitehall Township Police 
Department in the Battle of the Badges baseball game.  This fund raiser 
benefits pediatric cancer.  

 
 E. Emergency Medical Services Report 
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Director Frey reported that Cetronia responded to two-hundred and ninety-
six calls for the month of March 2025.  Two of those calls were handled by 
mutual aid providers, one hundred and ninety-eight were ALS, and ninety-
eight were BLS.  Thursday is the busiest day and 1:00 pm is the busiest 
time for calls. 
 
Cetronia will be participating in the 2025 Dorney Park mass casualty drill.   

 
 F. Parkland School District Report 
 

Dr. Naradko report that he may be a few minutes late for future 
Commission meetings due to a conflict with School District Board 
meetings. 
 
He thanked the fire departments and the township public works 
department for their assistance with the mitigation and clean-up of a fluid 
spill at the Orefield Middle School.  All agencies worked well together 
during the event. 
 
District personnel have had multiple meetings with Chief Lombardo and 
look forward to continuing the previous programs and initiatives with law 
enforcement. 
 
The Spring musical has concluded, and the Prom is scheduled for May 3, 
2025. 

 
 G. Member Concerns 
 
  None. 
 
 H. Public Works Projects 
 

Director Bender reported that volunteers will help plant trees at Covered  
Bridge Park on Saturday April 26, 2025 in honor of Earth Day. 
 
An electronics recycling event will be held at Covered Bridge Park on 
Saturday April 12, 2025.  Fire police and the public works department will 
assist at this event. 
 
Township road milling and paving will commence on July 28, 2025. 
 
The detour of Broadway between Parkway Road and Cetronia Road has 
commenced.  This will result in additional traffic on Tilghman Street. 
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I.  Township Community Events 
 
 The events were discussed in the Public Works report. 
 
J. Subdivision Review 
 

1. UCC Greenawalds, Lot Line Adjustment 2023-203 
 

a. Fire Marshal Review 
 

Mr. Frantz indicated that the plan will adjust the lot lines on the 
property and that no new construction is being proposed.  Me 
made no comments to the plan. 

 
b. Fire Company Review 

 
No comment. 

 
c. Emergency Management Review 

 
None. 

 
d. Police Review 

 
No comment. 

 
e. Emergency Medical Services Review 

 
No comment. 

 
f. Parkland School District Review 

 
No comment. 

 
g. Motion for Recommendation 

 
The Commission made no recommendations to the plan. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #6 - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:24 p.m. 
 
 
ADOPTED THIS DATE: 
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ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Secretary 
 
__________________________________ 
Chairman 
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