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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING                          MINUTES                             March 3, 2025 
 

A Public Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Public Safety Commission 
was held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 
Walbert Avenue, Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 

 
 Members attending were: 
 
  Thomas Yezerski, Chairman 

Richard Snyder, Vice Chairman 
Steve Brown, Interim Chief, Police Department 
Ricardo Diaz, Chief, Cetronia Fire Company 
Andrew Garger, Chief, Greenawalds Fire Department 

  Jeff Kelly, Emergency Management Coordinator 
  Dr. Tony Naradko, Parkland School District 
  Brian Neas, Chief, Tri-Clover Fire Company 
  Chris Peischl, At Large Member 

Michael Smith, At Large Member 
              

Board of Commissioner Members attending were: 
 
  Monica Hodges 

Diane Kelly 
   

Others attending were: 
 
  Carrie Frey, Director of Operations, Cetronia Ambulance Corps. 
  Jeff Kemmerer, Woodlawn Fire Department 
  
 Township Staff attending were: 
  
  Herb Bender, Director of Township Operations 

John Frantz, Fire Marshal 
Jason Grozier, Sergeant, Police Department 
Thomas Petrucci, Township Manager 

   
AGENDA ITEM #1 - CALL TO ORDER 



I:\Public Safety Commission\Minutes\2025\2025.03.03 Public Safety Commisison Minutes - 3Mar25.docx 

 Page 2 of 32 

 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of February 3, 2025 were approved with a spelling correction. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 - OLD BUSINESS 
 

None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #4 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 
 

None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #5 - NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Commissioner’s Report 
 

Commissioner Peischl reported that meetings are continuing related to the 
development of the township transportation plan.  The areas of the 
township identified for concern or improvements will be refined.  The top 
priorities for improvements will be further identified and delineated in the 
plan document. 

 
 B. Fire Companies Report 
 

Chief Diaz indicated that Cetronia responded to seventy-six calls for the 
month of February 2025.  This is 39% more than last year. 
 
Cetronia assisted at two working fires outside of the township.  They are 
averaging 4.47 minutes from dispatch to arrival at the scene.  This 
average is skewed by responses to calls outside of the township. 
 
Two personnel completed Fire Instructor 1.  One member will be starting 
Truck Company training.  Three personnel were accepted to their live-in 
program. 
 
Chief Garger submitted the response report via email for Greenawalds for 
the month of February 2025.  It is included as an attachment to these 
minutes.  Greenawalds responded to forty calls for the month of February 
2025. 
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Chief Neas submitted the response report via email for Tri-Clover for the 
month of February 2025.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes. 
Tri-Clover responded to twenty-two calls for the month of February 2025.  
This is down from last year. 
 
Four personnel have completed ice rescue training.  Hazardous materials 
refresher training is on-going. 
 
Mr. Kemmerer submitted the response report via email for Woodlawn for 
the month of February 2025.  It is included as an attachment to these 
minutes. Woodlawn responded to forty-two calls for the month of February 
2025. 

 
1. Approval of Fire Apparatus/Equipment Incident Response 

Information 
 

Manager Petrucci reported that a subcommittee of the volunteer fire 
subcommittee has performed a review and update to the fire 
apparatus/equipment incident response information.  Lieutenant 
Shawn Peischl chaired the subcommittee and was present to discuss 
the actions taken. 

 
Lt. Peischl indicated that a power point slide presentation was included 
in the meeting packet.  The subcommittee collaborated as a team 
during many meetings to sort out previous issues and develop the new 
information.   

 
Coordinator Kelly indicated that this process worked much better and 
went much more smoothly that the last time that the information was 
reviewed thirteen years ago. 

 
Manager Petrucci introduced a motion to authorize the Township 
Manager and Director of Operations to work with Lehigh County 
Communication Center staff to effectuate the changes to the township 
fire apparatus/equipment incident response information that were 
prepared by the subcommittee of the volunteer fire subcommittee.  Mr. 
Smith agreed to make the motion, Coordinator Kelly seconded the 
motion, and it passed with a unanimous vote. 

 
C. Emergency Management Team Report 

 
Coordinator Kelly submitted the Emergency Management report for the 
month of February 2025.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes. 
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The updated Arch Street Dam Emergency Action Plan will be 
disseminated later in the week.   
 
The date for the Family Safety has been changed to September 27, 2025 
with a rain date of October 4, 2025. 
 
The Dorney Park mass casualty drill will be held on April 28, 2025 starting 
at 16:00. 
 

 D. Police Report 
 

Sergeant Grozier provided the police report for the month of February 
2025.  It is included as an attachment to this report.  The Police responded 
to one thousand, five-hundred, and thirty-six calls, had seventy-four 
reported crimes, made thirty-three arrests, and issued one hundred sixty-
two citation and three-hundred and ninety-four warnings for the month of 
February 2025. 
 
Interim Chief Brown indicated that the Lehigh County Chiefs of Police 
Consortium examination will be held on March 8, 2025 at DeSales 
University.   
 
A current police Sergeant will be retiring on April 1, 2025.  Steps will be 
taken to fill that vacant position. 

 
 E. Emergency Medical Services Report 
 

Director Frey reported that Cetronia responded to two-hundred and eighty-
two calls for the month of February 2025.  Seven of those calls were 
handled by mutual aid providers. 

 
 F. Parkland School District Report 
 

Dr. Naradko reported that spring sports are happening, and that four 
District 11 Titles have recently been won by Parkland teams.  Weather 
emergency drills will be held on March 25, 2025 at the Parkland schools. 

 
 G. Member Concerns 
 
  None. 
 
 H. Public Works Projects 
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Director Bender indicated that the Route 309 and Tilghman Street 
interchange project has started.  The bids will be opened soon for 2025 
roadway milling projects.  The spring cleanup will start soon of anti-skid 
material used over the winter on township roadways.  The collected 
material will potentially be stockpiled for use next winter season. 

 
I.  Township Community Events 
 

Earth Day activities will be held at Covered Bridge Park on April 26, 2025.  
More information can be found on the township website. 

 
J. Subdivision Review 
 

1. Parkland School District High School Expansion, Major Plan 2024-
103 

 
a. Fire Marshal Review 

 
Mr. Frantz reported that this project has progressed from a 
sketch plan to a full plan submission. 
 
Not all fire hydrants on or adjacent to the property are shown on 
the plan.  All fire hydrants on or adjacent to the property should 
be shown on the plan. 
 
The school bus turning loop is being reconfigured.  Fire 
apparatus turning radius through the loop is not indicated on the 
plan.  Fire apparatus turning radius through the school bus loop 
should be shown on the plan. 
 
During the original land development process for the 
construction of the high school and sewer treatment building, 
only a small portion of Ritter Road was required by the Board of 
Commissioners to be improved.  The current plan does not 
seem to indicate any additional improvements to Ritter Road. 
 
Manager Petrucci indicated that a traffic plan related to the 
project will be submitted to the township.  As of today, a traffic 
light is not being indicated at the school access road 
intersection with Orefield Road. 

 
b. Fire Company Review 

 
No comment. 
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c. Emergency Management Review 

 
No comment. 

 
d. Police Review 

 
No comment. 

 
e. Emergency Medical Services Review 

 
No comment. 

 
f. Parkland School District Review 

 
No comment. 

 
g. Motion for Recommendation 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Peischl and seconded by 
Chief Garger to incorporate the comments of the fire marshal 
that all fire hydrants and the fire apparatus turning radius 
through the school bus loop should be shown on the plan.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  

 
2. Parkland School District Transportation Center, Major Plan 2025-

101 
 

a. Fire Marshal Review 
 

Mr. Frantz reported that this is only a sketch plan at this point in 
time.  New vehicle maintenance and bus wash buildings, motor 
fuel dispensing, and parking areas are proposed.   

 
b. Fire Company Review 

 
No comment. 

 
c. Emergency Management Review 

 
No comment. 

 
d. Police Review 
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No comment. 
 

e. Emergency Medical Services Review 
 

No comment. 
 

f. Parkland School District Review 
 

No comment. 
 

g. Motion for Recommendation 
 

The Commission made no recommendations to the plan. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #6 - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:34 p.m. 
 
 
ADOPTED THIS DATE: 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Secretary 
 
__________________________________ 
Chairman 
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