TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT MEETING

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES September 12, 2024

A Public Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Emergency Management was
held on the above date in the Joint Operations Center located at 4300 Broadway,
Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania.

Members attending were:

Jeff Kelly, Coordinator

Steve Brown, Police/Security Deputy

Ricardo Diaz, Cetronia Fire Chief

Patrick Eisenhard, Deputy Coordinator

John Frantz, Fire Marshal & Deputy Coordinator
Anthony Naradko, Parkland School District EMA
Max Paine, Deputy Communications Officer
Tom Petrucci. Township Manager

Barry Search, Woodlawn Fire Chief

Others attending were:

Adam Garger, Greenawalds Fire Assistant Chief
Joseph Light, Lehigh County EMA

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.

AGENDA ITEM #1 — APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of March 14, 2024 will be distributed by email for review.

AGENDA ITEM #2 - WINTER WEATHER OUTLOOK 2024-2025

The winter weather outlook for 2024-2025 was distributed. It is included as an
attachment to the minutes.

AGENDA ITEM #3 — PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT UPDATES
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Dr. Naradko reported that the cyberthreats have been received by Parkland, and
other school districts. None of the threats made to Parkland have been credible.

Any renovations or additions to the Orefield Middle School are on hold until
determinations are made concerning the best way to proceed to accomplish the
work.

Parkland has received a $425,000 grant for door access controls. This includes
the implementation of a visitor management system.

The next Parkland EMA meeting is scheduled for September 27, 2024.

The potential addition of School Resource Officers for the schools located in
North Whitehall Township is currently under review.

During the review of a subdivision for the Parkland Operations Center on
Stadium Road, some members of the Board of Commissioners questioned
parking for the football stadium and the emergency action plan for the stadium.
The School Board has approved the existing plan for the stadium.

Coordinator Kelly indicated that Parkland’s emergency plans are secured and are
not available to those outside emergency response officers. They are available
to those officers on the district’'s Navigate software platform. The township EMA
will work with the school district to update the stadium plans when the
construction of the operations center is complete.

AGENDA ITEM #4 — D4H EOC SOFTWARE

The implementation of the software continues. It is expected that it will be fully
functional by the end of November or early December 2024.

AGENDA ITEM #5 — TOWNSHIP EVENTS

The Family Safety Day will be held on Saturday September 14, 2024 from 4:00
pm to 7:00 pm at Fernwood Park. It will be followed by a movie at 7:30 pm.

The rescheduled National Night Out Event will be held on Tuesday September
24, 2024 at Covered Bridge Park.

The Sunset to Summer Festival will be held on September 28, 2024 at Covered
Bridge Park.

The Lehigh Valley Emergency Services Conference will be held on April 3 to
April 5, 2025 at DeSales University.
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AGENDA ITEM #6 — LEHIGH COUNTY EMA UPDATE

Mr. Light indicated that those EMA personnel who desire to have an EMA
identification badge should contact him for more information.

The county radio project is progressing. Additional vendors have made
presentations to the emergency services regarding the procurement of radios.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:01 p.m.
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Weather Nerd Alert: ELNino Collapse...Super La Nina Coming?**

ELNino has been the dominate global pattern over the last 6 months, but in recent weeks the warm
waters in the equatorial Pacific Ocean have cooled quickly. Computer modeling has been showing
a quick end to the El Nino by late winter to early spring and sure enough we are seeing that now.
The Climate Prediction Center says there is a 79% chance of a neutral season from April to June.
There is a 55% chance of a La Nina from June to August. Based on the new data, it appears the
odds are much higher for a La Nina by mid to late summer into this fall. La Nina is likely for next
winter. There is high uncertainty on how strong the La Nina will become. There is a huge spread on
the computer model plots below. Keep in mind a La Nina with a water temperature of -1.5C or
lower is considered a strong La Nina. -2C is the record strongest La Nina on record since 1950...or
perhaps you could callita "super La Nina".

So thereis a lotto watch and track, but here is what we know...1) A major global pattern shift is
coming and the changes are quickly occurring 2) This could lead to a very strong Atlantic hurricane
season. The water temperatures were already warm. A strong EL Nino has helped lead to more
warming, and a La Nina season promotes more storms developing. More storms with more fuel
could be a terrible combo by September. 3) We will not repeat this EL Nino season next winter.
Strong La Nina's are generally very active with lots of storms and above average temperatures and
above average precipitation (snow can go either way). Neutral seasons are generally our coldest
winters, and strong EL Nino's (like 2023-24) are generally our warmest winters. That is about all we
can say given the info we have right now. 4) La Ninas and El Ninos don't have a major impact during
the summer season, but if this does influence the storm season, it may prolong the stormy season
later into the summer.

Going from a strong EL Nino to a strong La Nina happens about once a decade roughly.

Pattern:

OVERVIEW: We continue to expect an overall milder than average look through just before the
equinox, sans a near to slightly below average period between March 9th-11th. There is expected to
be rather strong ridging moving into the region next week in the mid-late week period that will allow
temperatures to soar into the mid to upper 60s...perhaps reaching 70° in spots by the end of next
week. Approaching the Spring equinox (March 19th at 11:06pm) temperatures will turn cooler
relative to average due to stratospheric changes that occurred during the first week of the month
and blocking (see below) which will likely carry into at least the first half of April. The month of
March was adjusted slightly this week to well above average (+3.0°F to +5.0°F) with the overall
milder temperatures expected through just past mid-month. March is likely to turn cooler relative
to average just before the equinox, and continues that way through the end of the month. The
month of April was also adjusted slightly this week for a near to slightly below average (0.0°F to -
2.0°F) temperature departure for the month as whole, using longer term ensembles and global
observation trends. The thinking is that although April starts off cooler than average in the first 2-3
weeks of the month, it balances out somewhat with a milder turn for the remainder of Aprilin
weeks 4 and beyond.
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The Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO) is currently in phase 4 in the Maritime Continent this morning.
Tropical forcing moving through the Maritime Continent is a milder phase, and from there itis
expected to move through phase 5, then 6 and 7 in the Western Pacific through the end of this
month. The Pacific pattern has been rather hostile and inhospitable to snow lovers, as the collapse
of the blocking over Greenland and no help from the MJO currently is leading to an unabated
Pacific-dominated pattern that sees warmer anomalies maintain through just past mid-March. Itis
unlikely that any snow occurs during this time frame, and the pattern will be similar to what was
seen in the late January and early February period. Stratospheric changes with sudden warming
over the polar regions and a complete zonal wind reversal at 10 hPa did in fact occur earlier this
week, and will likely promote the return of a blocking pattern over Greenland, and this time it willbe
sustainable. This will result in cooler temperatures relative to average moving during the 2nd half of
month and the first two to three weeks of April. It should be noted that normal highs at thattime are
solidly in the 50s in late March, and even lower 60s heading toward mid-April, and slightly below
average temperatures will be relative to those “normal” temperatures at that time. Timing will be
more critical to any snow that may occur at that time, will favor interior locations, and will have to
occur overnight when it is colder. Notimpossible, but the prospects for additional snow are not
that great, especially for areas near and SE of the I-95 corridor. We talk about thread-the-needle a
lot, but any opportunities would be thread-the-needle amplified.

Average high temperatures are currently in the 45-50°F range from north to south across our
coverage region, which is about 2 degrees higher than at this time last week. Temperatures will
continue to climb at about the same pace through March, and becomes a 3° increase per week in
April and beyond. Any above or below average stretches listed in the outlook will be relative to
seasonalnorms at that time, and it is important to note that cooler/warmer periods will be relative
to the time of year we are talking about. For example, the slightly below to below average
temperatures listed between March 18th-21st generally features highs in the lower to middle 40s
across the region, coming at a time when average highs are in the lower 50s across much of the
region. Use the average highs/lows chart below that provides a point of reference for what average
is for each corresponding date, with the examples used for the Philadelphia region, which is one of
our warmest climate sites.

Our projection for the month of March was slightly adjusted this week to a well above average
(+3.0°F to +5.0°F) temperature departure, which is largely due to the Pacific-dominated pattern and
milder temps (overall) through just past mid-month. Cooler temperatures return relative to average
for much of the 2nd half, but likely not enough to offset the anomalously warmer dominated first 16
days of the month. The month of April was slightly adjusted this week for a near to slightly below
average (0.0°F to -2.0°F) temperature departure expectation, using longer term climate guidance
and global observation trends. A cooler start to the month most likely, with some temperature
recovery during the final week of Aprilis the current expectation.
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@ Weeks 3-4 Precipitation Outlook &

Valid: March 23 - April 5, 2024
Issued: March 8, 2024
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Weeks 3-4 Temperature Outlook &

Valid: March 23 - April 5, 2024
Issued: March 8, 2024
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Valid: Mar-Apr-May 2024
Issued: February 15, 2024

Seasonal Precipitation Outiook &
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® Seasonal Temperature Outlook &

Valid: Mar-Apr-May 2024
Issued: February 15, 2024
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