TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT MEETING

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES December 12, 2024

A Public Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Emergency Management was
held on the above date in the Joint Operations Center located at 4300 Broadway,
Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania.

Members attending were:

Jeff Kelly, Coordinator

Herb Bender, Public Works Deputy

Austin Boccardi, St. Luke’s University Health Network EM
Steve Brown, Police/Security Deputy

Oliver Dokes, Dorney Park Public Safety

Patrick Eisenhard, Deputy Coordinator

John Frantz, Fire Marshal & Deputy Coordinator

Andrew Garger, Greenawalds Fire Chief

Anthony Naradko, Parkland School District EMA

Tom Petrucci. Township Manager

Tom Sparling, LVHN, Coordinated Health EM

Val Strock, Transportation Deputy, Parkland School District

Others attending were:
Kristin Ardizoni, Dorney Park Operations Director
Adam Nowicki, Wegmans
Joe Solenske, Wegmans
Clayton Stiver, WFMZ TV Meteorologist

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM #1 — APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was determined by Township staff that the minutes do not need to be formally
approved by the members of the team.

AGENDA ITEM #2 — WINTER WEATHER AND DROUGHT OUTLOOK 2024-2024,
CLAYTON STIVER, WFMZ METEOROLOGIST

T:\Minutes\2024\2024.12.12 Emergency Management Minutes - 12Dec24.docx

Page 1 of 4



WFMZ Meteorologist Clayton Stiver gave a presentation to the team. Slides from
this presentation are included as attachments to these minutes.

The December 2024 — February 2025 timeframe is favoring above normal
temperatures and equal chances of precipitation.

There is a greater than 50% chance of a La Nina weather pattern. This will bring
the Jet Stream north with a chance of reduced snowfall.

The area is in a severe drought. The drought conditions are expected to persist
through the winter.

The weather advisories for winter are being revised. The wind chill will now be
factored in with the air temperature to produce Extreme Cold Weather Advisories
of Warnings. In the Lehigh Valley area, an Extreme Cold Weather Advisory will
be issued at -10° or colder and an Extreme Cold Weather Warning will be issued
at -20° or colder.

AGENDA ITEM #3 — RETIREMENT OF VAL STROCK, PARKLAND SCHOOL

DISTRICT

Mr. Strock served as the Transportation Deputy for the Team and has worked for
the School District since 1996. He retired from the District in the last quarter of
2024. He would coordinate the use of District buses during emergency
situations. His services to the team cannot be understated. He was presented
with an award as a token of appreciation for his service to the citizens of the
township.

AGENDA ITEM #4 — COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS, WEGMANS, ADAM

NOWICKI, JOE SOLENSKI

Messrs. Nowicki and Solenski were present to accept awards as a token of
appreciation for Wegmans Allentown support of emergency management during
emergency events affecting the township. They always step up to provide the
supplies necessary to support operational and recovery efforts during emergency
events.

AGENDA ITEM #5 — UPDATES FROM POLICE, FIRE, EMS, SCHOOL DISTRICT,

DORNEY PARK, HEALTH CARE, AND THE TOWNSHIP

Interim Chief Brown reported that the police held a Hero’s for the Holidays event
at the Target store in the township.
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The police accommodated numerous visits of dignitaries for the November 2024
election. These visits were announced with short notice and required significant
resources from the township and all emergency service agencies.

Chief Garger reported that Greenawalds will be holding its Santa Run on
December 21, 2024. It is also partnering with the township public works and
finance departments to provide disadvantaged families with resources for the
holidays.

Lieutenant Strock reported that Tri-Clover will be holding its Santa Run on
December 21, 2024. They have purchased a four-wheel drive backhoe and are
working with the other township fire departments in updating their apparatus
responses boxes.

Doctor Naradko reported that the district will be performing security upgrades.
The Safe-to-Say program has recently been experiencing a reduced number of
reports.

Director Ardizoni reported that Dorney Park experienced a good 2024 season.
The police department continued to provide support to the park during the
operating season. Training was held with the fire departments in 2024 and will
continue in 2025. There are no new capital projects proposed for the park in
2025.

Director Bender reported that the township will be completing leaf collection this
week.

Mr. Sparling reported that the merger of Lehigh Valley with Jefferson Health
Network is proceeding slowly.

Manager Petrucci reported that the fire apparatus study is being completed and
will be reviewed by DCED.

Mr. Boccardi reported that St. Lukes held a table-top hurricane recovery
exercise.

AGENDA ITEM #6 — D4H EOC SOFTWARE UPDATE

A weather-related drill will be held on March 13, 2025 using the new D4H
software.

AGENDA ITEM #7 — OPEN DISCUSSION
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The Lehigh Valley Emergency Services Conference will be held March 27 — 29,
2025 at DeSales University.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.
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