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2024 Summary — Woodlawn Fire Department
Overview

Woodlawn Fire Department has a traditional structure where friends and neighbors pool their
talents to help our neighbors during difficult times. We have a diverse team of 60 men and women
of varying ages (teens to 70s), varying cultures and varying skills. In addition to English, our team
members can speak Spanish, French, Hindi, Urdu, Arabic, Creole, and American Sign Language. This
is extremely helpful in emergencies involving non-English speaking people. Our team members have
varying backgrounds including construction, education, engineering, public works, airport
operations, law enforcement, professional firefighting, and medical professions. Our leadership
team has over 200 man-years of fire service experience.

Our Fire Team
Our team focuses on two main areas -- firefighting and fire police.

Fire Fighting activities include the rescue and fire suppression activities associated with a typical
engine company. We currently have 67 active members, a 10% increase from last year.

Twenty one of our firefighters specialize in Fire Police activities. They provide traffic and crowd
control at emergency scenes and other township activities and provide considerable rehab support.
Team members have state credentials, township approval and work closely with township and state
police agencies.
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As with every company in the township, we also have several specialized focus areas including:

QRS (Quick Response Services) — In addition to medical professionals and first responders on our
team, our units are certified by the Department of Health as QRS vehicles for supporting neighbors
in life threatening events. We are routinely dispatched for advanced life support situations with
unconscious or seriously ill victims.

Air Supply — We operate a county supplied cascade unit to refill air tanks at major fires throughout
the region. We frequently go into Allentown to support them during multi-alarm fires.

Spill and Hazmat — We house a unit specialized for spill control and HazMat response in cooperation
with the county HazMat team.

Rehabilitation — We are a major participant in our county rehab team that provides refreshment,
shelter and we work closely with regional EMS teams for medical review of firefighters and victims
of major emergencies. We were fortunate to receive a PA state grant to enable us to replace our
aging rehab vehicle. Meanwhile, we received the former fire commissioner vehicle to fill in until the
new vehicle arrives.

Emotional Support — We have several members who specialize in emotional support for our
neighbors who face difficult circumstances in fire, accident, or medical incidents. We also provide
internal support for our team members who frequently confront tragic events.

Community Involvement — In addition to emergency responses and training, considerable time is
spent supporting community events throughout the year. Most notable are fire prevention activities
where school programs and station programs are held. A list of the community events for 2024 is
attached to this report.

Getting the Job Done

For 2024 we responded to a total of 879 calls . nearly the same as last year. For 2024 we had a
typical response time of 5-6 minutes from dispatch to units on-scene. This is an excellent response
particularly considering we do not have a paid staffing program. We have an average of 12 members
responding to a call — 7 on the first out apparatus and 5 in reserve at the station for additional
support or to respond to additional calls.

MAJOR INCIDENT TYPE # INCIDENTS % of TOTAL
Fires 154 17.52%
Owverpressure rupture, explosion, overheat - no fire 1 fi11%
Rescue & Emergency Medical Service 205 : |29
Hazardous Condition (Mo Firg) 71 8.08%
Service Call 121 13.77%
Good Intent Call 12 1.37%
False Alarm & False Call 284 32.31%

Severe Weather & Natural Disaster i 3.53%
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Engine 32 — E32 is a “quad” configuration (pump, water tank, hose, ground ladders) designed for fire
attack or water supply at a dwelling or structure fire. The unit is also equipped for medical response,
vehicle accident rescue, and gas and CO incidents. The unit can transport up to 6 firefighters and is
the “first out” vehicle for dwelling or structure fires.

Engine Tanker 32

Our second engine is a combination pumper and tanker. With 2500 gallons of water and a portable
tank, the unit can provide water to areas without hydrants (particularly highways) as well as all the
functions of a typical pumper. ET32 typically responds to accidents where its bulk and weight are
used to provide a protective block for emergency workers on the scene. The unit can transport 6
firefighters.



Spill 32

S32 is specialized for spill and hazmat response along with general fireground support functions. It
carries a large amount of absorbent and booms for containing and collecting spilled liquids. It has a
built-in generator with a light tower and cords to supply electricity to an emergency scene. The unit
can transport 6 firefighters.

Utility 32

This 4WD pickup is typically our first out truck for medical emergencies. It also carries protective
armor and first aid equipment for active shooter scenarios. The unit can transport 5 firefighters.

Air 32

This unit was purchased by Lehigh County and Woodlawn agreed to operate it to service all county
fire departments and beyond. It features a high-capacity compressor for refilling air cylinders used
by firefighters or scuba divers. The unit also has a large generator for powering emergency scenes.
The unit transports 5 firefighters
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Traffic 32

This unit is repurposed from an earlier cascade. It carries equipment used by the fire police in their
duties including barriers, pylons, flares, and signage. The unit can transport 5 fire police.

ATV 32

This is a 4WD all-terrain vehicle donated in memory of James Haines Sr, a former assistant chief. The
unit is used to support search and rescue operations, and personnel and victim transport for off road
emergencies. The unit can transport 4 firefighters and a patient.

Rehab 32

Coming Soon ! We were fortunate enough to receive a state grant to replace this aging vehicle. The
replacement is on order with a 6-12 month delivery time



2024 Non-Emergency Community Events
1/24/24 — Parkland High School Firefighter Club
2/1/24 — Thank you parade at St. Joseph the Worker
3/12,3/13, 3/29, 3/30, 4/23, 4/24 - Air 32 for the Allentown Fire Department Training Academy
3/26/24 — Slatington Fire Department - training on Air 32 and Rehab 32
4/13/24 — Trump visit to Schnecksville
4/19/24 — Dorney Park walkthrough — new roller coaster area, gates, and evacuation
4/25/24 — Iron Pigs Emergency Vehicle Parade for First Responder Night at the Iron Pigs
4/24/24 — LVIA Drill
5/13/24 — Mass Casualty Incident (MCI) Drill at Dorney Park
6/11/24 - Summer Camp at the JOC
6/11/24 — Air 32 to Coplay Fire Department training
6/10/24 — Air 32 in North Whitehall fire department training
6/28/24 — Movie at South Whitehall Township Building
7/2,7/3, 7/4/24 — Dorney Park Fireworks
8/12/24 — Regency meet and greet with the residents
8/24/24 — Cetronia Fire Department Station 3 100th Anniversary
9/14/24 — Family Safety Day at Fernwood
9/24/24 — National Night Out
9/25/24 — Parkland Firefighter Club
9/28/24 — South Whitehall Festival
9/28/24 — Western Salisbury Fire Department Dedication
10/2024 - Fire Safety and Prevention Training
10/7/24 — Woodlawn Station Open House
10/10/24 — DEA Helicopter Landing at Springhouse Middle School

10/13/24 — St. Luke’s Walkthrough (Cedar Crest Blvd. and Walbert Ave.)



10/14/24 — City of Allentown Awards - Woodlawn received two Certificates of Appreciation

e Woodlawn Cascade Unit in recognition of our actions during the N. 7th St. 3
alarm house fire.

e Woodlawn Cascade Unit in recognition of our actions during the N. Penn St
house fire.

10/18/24 — Trunk or Treat at Wehr’s Dam

10/20/24 — Fire Drill at Jordan UCC

10/22/24 - Schnecksville Fire Department Station 22’s 100" Anniversary
11/9-12/22/24 — Lights in Greenawalds

10/25/24 — Trick or Treat at Woodlawn

12/7/24 — South Whitehall Township Tree Lighting

12/7/24 — Cookies with Santa at Woodlawn

12/14/24 — South Whitehall Township Candy Cane Scramble (2 locations)



