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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING                          MINUTES                             September 9, 2024 
 

A Public Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Public Safety Commission 
was held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 
Walbert Avenue, Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 

 
 Members attending were: 
 
  Thomas Yezerski, Chairman 

Steve Brown, Interim Chief, Police Department 
Ricardo Diaz, Chief, Cetronia Fire Company 

  Jeff Kelly, Emergency Management Coordinator 
  Chris Peischl, At Large Member 

Barry Search, Chief, Woodlawn Fire Department 
  Michael Smith, At Large Member 
            

Board of Commissioner Members attending were: 
 

Diane Kelly 
   

Others attending were: 
 
  Carrie Frey, Director of Operations – Cetronia Ambulance Corps. 
  
 Township Staff attending were: 
  
  Herb Bender, Director of Township Operations 

John Frantz, Fire Marshal 
Jason Grozier, Sergeant, Police Department 
Thomas Petrucci, Township Manager 

   
AGENDA ITEM #1 - CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
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 The minutes of August 5, 2024 were approved with a grammatical correction. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 - OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Public Safety Commission Bylaws, Resolution 2024-101 
 

Manager Petrucci indicated that no further action on the issue was required 
by the Commission. 
 
Mr. Frantz indicated that he placed the Resolution in the packet for 
informational purposes only. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #4 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 
 

None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #5 - NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Commissioner’s Report 
 
  None. 
 
 B. Fire Companies Report 
 

Chief Diaz reported that Cetronia responded to seventy-one calls for the 
month of August 2024. 
 
Cetronia had one individual complete Paramedic certification and one 
individual complete Firefighter 1 certification.  One individual is currently 
enrolled in Firefighter 1, one in EMT, one in water rescue awareness, two 
in Pump 1&2, and two in Ropes 1&2. 
 
Chief Garger submitted the response reports via email for Greenawalds 
for the month of August 2024.  They are included as attachments to these 
minutes.  Commissioner Peischl reported that Greenawalds responded to 
sixty-two calls for the month of August 2024. 
 
Commissioner Peischl gave the following report from Chief Garger.   
 
In summary, we responded to 62 calls for service in the month of August 
which included several significant fires in Whitehall and Alburtis.  We were 
also special called to assist several other regional rescue companies that 
operated at a very complex tractor trailer rescue on I-78 which also 
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involved Hazardous Materials, a vehicle extrication, and terrain rescue all 
wrapped into one. 

 
This past weekend we had several members complete elevator rescue 
training along with Cetronia Fire Department.  We have several vehicle 
extrication trainings coming up in the fall and will also be attending several 
regional conferences for additional firefighter training.  We will also be 
hosting/teaching the vehicle rescue component of the LVHN Paramedic 
program later this month.  We also have our annual Halloween parade 
coming up in October and will be getting ready for Fire Prevention 
education at schools and daycares. 
 
Chief Neas submitted the response report via email for Tri-Clover for the 
month of August 2024.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes.  
 
Chief Search submitted the response report for Woodlawn for the month 
of August 2024.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes. 
Woodlawn responded to seventy-one calls for the month of August 2024. 
 
The fire companies responded to a house fire on the Saturday prior to the 
Commission meeting. 

 
C. Emergency Management Team Report 

 
Coordinator Kelly submitted the Emergency Management report via email 
for the month of August 2024.  It is included as an attachment to these 
minutes. 
 
Work on the implementation of the D4H Software is ongoing. 
 
An Emergency Action Plan for the Parkland School District stadium is 
being reviewed. 

 
 D. Police Report 

 
Sergeant Grozier reported that the Police responded to one thousand, 
five-hundred and forty-eight calls, had one hundred and eleven reported 
crimes, made fifty-four arrests, and issued three-hundred and sixty 
citations and five-hundred and eighty-three warnings for the month of 
August 2024.  A copy of the report is included as an attachment to these 
minutes. 
 
Interim Chief Brown reported that police recently held an Advanced Youth 
Police Academy. 
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A Battle of the Badges charity baseball game between South Whitehall 
and Whitehall Police was recently held at Coca-Cola Park.  Fourteen 
thousand dollars was raised for pediatric cancer research.  South 
Whitehall defeated Whitehall in that game.  The No-Shave charity fund 
raising campaign has commenced. 
 
The National Night Out event has been rescheduled for Tuesday 
September 24, 2024 at Covered Bridge Park from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 
 

 E. Emergency Medical Services Report 
 

Director of Operations Frey reported that Cetronia responded to two-
hundred and ninety-seven calls for the month of August 2024.  Seven of 
those calls were handled my mutual aid providers. 

 
 F. Parkland School District Report 
 
  None. 
 
 G. Member Concerns 
 
  None. 
 
 H. Public Works Projects  
 

Manager Petrucci reported that the 2024 street paving projects have been 
completed. 
 
The trail/road barrier for the Jordan Greenway Trail on River Road is 
expected to be installed in October 2024. 

 
I. Township Community Events 

 
The Sunset to Summer festival will be held on Saturday September 28, 
2024 at Covered Bridge Park from 4:00 pm to 9:00 pm. 

 
J. Subdivision Review 
 

1. Palmeiro Reality LLC Crackersport Road, Waiver from Land 
Development Request 2024-702 

 
a. Fire Marshal Review 
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A fire hydrant within three-hundred-feet of the building does 
exist along Hausman Road but is not shown on the plan.  A 
SALDO compliant fire hydrant should be shown on the plan. 
   

b. Fire Company Review 
 

No Comments. 
 

c. Emergency Management Review 
 

No Comments. 
 

d. Police Review 
 

No comments. 
 

e. Emergency Medical Services Review 
 

No comments. 
 

f. Parkland School District Review 
 

No comments. 
 

g. Motion for Recommendation 
 

A motion was made by Mr. Smith to make the recommendation 
that a SALDO compliant fire hydrant should be shown on the 
plans.  The motion was seconded by Coordinator Kelly and 
passed unanimously.  

 
2. Parking Lot Expansion Allentown Cat Clinic, Major Plan 2023-102 

 
a. Fire Marshal Review 

 
Mr. Frantz indicated that the plan was previously reviewed by 
the Commission, who requested that it should be reviewed after 
a review from PENNDOT was completed.  The PENNDOT 
review has not yet been completed, but the plan was revised to 
increase the turning radius into the parking lot from Tilghman 
Street.  This project may also potentially be affected by the Rt. 
309 and Tilghman Street interchange project. 

 
b. Fire Company Review 
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No comments. 

 
c. Emergency Management Review 

 
No comments. 

 
d. Police Review 

 
No comments. 

 
e. Emergency Medical Services Review 

 
No comments. 

 
f. Parkland School District Review 

 
No comments. 

 
g. Motion for Recommendation 

 
The Commission made no recommendations to the plan. 

 
3. Pediatric Cancer Foundation of the Lehigh Valley, Inc., Major Plan 

2024-104 
 

a. Fire Marshal Review 
 

No comments. 
 

b. Fire Company Review 
 

No comments. 
 

c. Emergency Management Review 
 

Coordinator Kelly expressed Concern about the lack of stormwater 
review with a similar project not needing stormwater review on the 
opposite side of the street (Palmeiro 2024-702). 
 
Manager Petrucci indicated that the plans are evaluated individually 
and not together.  They both do not disturb enough area individually 
to require stormwater improvements.  The Lehigh Valley Planning 
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Commission is considering this area of disturbance issue in their re-
evaluation of Act 167. 

 
d. Police Review 

 
No comments. 

 
e. Emergency Medical Services Review 

 
No comments. 

 
f. Parkland School district Review 

 
No comments. 

 
g. Motion for Recommendation 

 
The Commission made no recommendations to the plan. 

 
4. Dorney Park Sidewalks Hamilton Boulevard, Professional Staff 

Consultation 2023-405 
 

a. Fire Marshal Review 
 

No comments. 
 

b. Fire Company Review 
 

No comments. 
 

c. Emergency Management Review 
 

No comments. 
 

d. Police Review 
 

Sergeant Grozier stated that this area along the Hamilton 
Boulevard Bypass is very dark at night.  He recommended that 
lighting be provided for the sidewalk. 

 
e. Emergency Medical Services Review 

 
No comments. 
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f. Parkland School District Review 
 

No comments. 
 

g. Motion for Recommendation 
 

Commissioner Peischl made the motion that illumination should be 
provided for the sidewalk.  The motion was seconded by 
Coordinator Kelly and passed unanimously. 

 
 K. Address Assignments 
 
  None. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM #6 - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
 
 
ADOPTED THIS DATE: 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Secretary 
 
__________________________________ 
Chairman 
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